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The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m.. and read prayers.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITFEF

Chairman and Deputy Chairman

TIHI SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): I wi sh to
announce that the member for Albany (Mr Watt)
has been elected Chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee, and that the member for
Fremantle (Mr Parker) has been elected Deputy
Chairman.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Abolition: Petition

MR CARR (Geraldton) [4.32 p.m.]: I present a
petition which reads as Follows-

To the Speaker and Members of the
Parliament of Western Australia assembled,
we the undersigned citizens of the State of
Western Australia affirm that:-

The sanctity of human life is one of the
fundamentals of a Christian society and can
in no circumstances be set aside. Our
concern, therefore, is for all victims of
violence, not only murderers but also those
who suffer by his act.

The sanctioning by the State of the taking
of human life has a debasing effect on the
community, and tends to produce the
brutality which it seeks to prevent.

The real security for human life is to be
found in reverence for it. The law of capital
punishment while pretending to support this
reverence does in fact tend to destroy it.

We request that Parliament give urgent
consideration to abolishing the death penalty
and we humbly and in duty bound will ever
pray.

This petition bears 30 signatures, and I have
signed to certify that it conforms with the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 9.)

TOWN PLANNING

Institutions for Intellectually Handicapped:
Petition

MR CARR (Geraldton) [4.33 p.m.j: I have a
petition which reads as follows-

To the Hontourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled:

We. the undersigned residents in the State
of Western Australia do herewith pray that
Her Majesty's Government of Western
Australia will amend the Town Planning
Regulations, 1967, of the Town Planning and
Development Act 1928-1975 so as to allow
the intellectually handicapped of this State to
live in the community on the same conditions
as their more fortunate fellow citizens.

We believe that it is fundamentally and
morally wrong that a house in which the
intellectually handicapped live should be
automatically classed as an institution, and
that re-zoning is subsequently required to
allow the intellectually handicapped to live in
a residential area.

We also believe that the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning
should as soon as possible take action to
amend the definition of "Institutional
Building" as contained in the above
mentioned Regulations, and to add other
such definitions of houses as may be required
to allow small groups of intellectually
handicapped people to live as family units
within the community without having to
obtain special permission to do so.

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your Petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition is in the usual form and it bears 55
signatures. I have signed to certify that it
conforms with the Standing Orders.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 11.)

EDUCATION

Objectionable Literature: Petition

MR CARR (Geraldton) [4.35 p.m.J: I present a
petition as follows-

To the Honourable the Speaker and
members of the Legislative Assembly of
State Parliament:
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That whereas Australia is a signatory of
the United Nations Charter of the Child
which states in principle 2: -"The child
shall enjoy special protection and shall be
given opportunities and facilities by law and
by other means to enable him to develop
physically, mentally, morally, spiritually and
socially in a healthy and normal manner and
in conditions of freedom and dignity." -

And whereas many groups and individuals
have both privately and publicly complained
to the Education Department about
objectionable literature being used in Junior
High Schools, Senior High Schools, Colleges
apparently to no avail;

We therefore, do ask that the Government
of Western Australia will pass laws to ban all
literature from our school systems carrying
Filthy, indecent or blasphemous incidents or
words, and incidents of excessive violence;
and that any book carrying such words or
incidents be used in our school system only if
available in an edition specially prepared for
school study purposes and omitting such
filthy, indecent, blasphemous or violent
incidents or words.

Your humble petitioners request urgent
action in this regard and your petitioners as
in duty bound will ever pray.

The petition bears 72 signatures, and once again I
have signed that it conforms with the Standing
Orders.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 10.)

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

SUPPLY BILL

Assent

Message from the Administrator received and
read notifying assent to the Bill.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE

AMENDMENT DILL
Second Reading

MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for
Water Resources) [5. 10 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
-the -purpose of the Bill. now before the House is
to enable the increases in the amounts payable for
valuation-based water, sewerage, and

metropolitan main drainage rates in 1980-81 to
be limited to one-half of the amounts paid in
1979-80.

As members know, the Metropolitan Water
Board is a State business undertaking which
raises its own revenue to cover the costs of its
operations. It must be borne in mind that once the
necessary yearly expenditure is estimated in the
board's budget and is checked internally and
scrutinised by Treasury and Cabinet, the board
has to raise the total moneys necessary for its
operation in one way or another.

The board's long term objective is to promote
economic efficiency and equity by charging each
customer according to the cost of providing the
services supplied to him. The recent introductions
of pay-for-use charges for residential water and
quantity-quality charges for industrial water were
steps towards implementing a sound charging
policy.

Despite these changes, most of the board's
revenue is still obtained from rates based on the
annual valuations of the properties served. This
method of raising revenue is, in esence, a system
of charging on property value.

Board rates are levied on annual valuations
assessed by the Valuer General's Office, the same
values that are used as the basis for many other
State and local government charges. The Act does
not provide for a different rate for different
classes of customer; accordingly the amount
payable is directly proportional to the annual
valuation and moves up or down as the valuation
changes.

Every three years annual valuations are
reviewed by the Valuer General's Office to bring
them into line with current market conditions.
Such a triennial review has taken place in 1980.

The average increase in the annual valuations
used by the board to levy rates as a result of the
review was 140 per cent. Part of the increase was
due to a change from using net annual valuations
to gross annual valuations. Members will be
aware that such a change is in itself not important
because the amount payable depends on both the
annual valuation and the rate in the dollar of
annual valuation levied.

However, problems have arisen because some
properties have had a very significant increase in
valuations. Valuation increases for most
properties have fallen within a reasonably limited
range but a relatively small percentage-less than
10 per cent-have had excessive increases.

Unexpected increases in the magnitude of the
amounts payable by this group of the board's
customers have imposed Financial hardship which
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the Government considers inappropriate. Many of
these are small businesses whose budgeting for
1980-8I could not have anticipated such increases
in values and consequently rates payable. The
Government therefore decided to limit the extent
of increases to 50 per cent. It should be noted that
many customers have actually paid less in either
money or real terms because the increase in their
valuations was less than average. This is the
opposite side of the coin which people tend to
overlook.

It must be stressed that the Government's
action is invoked because the rates charged by the
board are, with the exception of domestic water,
not strictly services-related fees. It must also be
realised that this concession will apply only in
1980-81 because of the suddeness-and, with
some people, unexpectedness-of the increases.
Each of the board's customers will be aware from
the annual valuation of his property of the general
level of rates that will be payable in the years
ahead. With this knowledge allowance can be
made in individuals' budgets for future rates. No
similar concession is proposed after 1980-8I.

As members know, however, the Government
has appointed a committee to examine the effects
of valuation-based rates generally.' This
committee's report and constant "in house"
investigations might enable the board to
recommend a system of charges for its services
which might more equitably distribute the
collection of the total revenue still to be raised for
the board's necessary activities.

The 1980-81 rates and charges set by the board
would have covered operating costs for the year
and provided a relatively small surplus partially to
offset the $10 million deficit which has
accumulated in recent years, primarily as a result
of the worst drought on record. The concessions
contained in this Bill will reduce the board's
1980-81 revenue by $3.5 million. Another further
operating deficit is almost inevitable as a result.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Davies

(Leader of the Opposition).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY

Motion

Debate resumed from 7 August.
MR SIBSON (Bunbury) [5.17 p.m.]: I rise to

continue my remarks from last Thursday but
before I do so I would like to add something
which I left out of my speech last week.

Mr Bryce: You have had half time in between.

Mr SIBSON: When I was talking about the
very successful Bunbury City celebrations which
were held during the latter part of last year and
the early part of this year, I mentioned that one
particular person who represented all the service
clubs in Bunbury had gained recognition for the
job he had done. That person was Mr Tom
O'Connor, who bound all the service clubs
together and played a great part in the
celebrations. Unfortunately, because there were
so many interjections from the Opposition, the
Mansard reporter would not have been able to
pick up his name.

Mr Davies: Is Tom O'Connor a railway man?
Mr SIBSON: I would like to make a few

comments in regard to that part of the Speech of
the Licutantant-Governor and Administrator
relating to industrial development and commerce.
I am very pleased to see the Government has seen
fit to give this area special consideration and that
it is currently under the control of an Honorary
Minister. In view of the diversity of mining,
agriculture, commerce, and so on in the State, it
is appropriate that this segment of the portfolio of
Industrial Development be given special
consideration, and I look forward to working with
the Honorary Minister and the Government to
improve the lot of small businesses.

I commend the Government on continuing and
extending the programme of assistance to small
businesses, particularly those which are just
beginning and those which are using innovative
ideas and creating other aspects of the service
industry which is of vital importance to the
community in that as well as providing service it
generates wealth and creates employment for
those who are unfortunate enough not to have
work. I look forward to the progress of that
segment of Government action in the coming
years.

Mr Carr: It is about time the Government
extended it to make the assistance worth while.

Mr SIBSON: I would also like to make some
comments in regard to the Department of
Corrections, with particular reference to the
Bunbury Prison. In recent times there has been
some criticism of certain aspects of that prison,
particularly of the fact that there have been some
escapes from the prison. The point I want to make
is that most of the incidents did not involve
escaping from the prison but escaping from
outside the prison where certain functions are
carried out by the prisoners under the control of
the Department of Corrections.

I am very pleased to say the Minister has been
down in the south-west and has looked at the
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situation. He visited the Brunswick Prison and the
Bunbury Prison, and as a result of the instructions
which have been given and the regulations which
now apply, there will be much stricter control on
the number of activities which can be carried on
outside the gaol. This is a pity in many ways but
if prisoners escape when privileges are given to
them, of course the privileges must be taken
away. The people of Bunbury and the south-west
are pleased that tighter control has been
implemented, and I repeat that it has been
implemented with some regret. Nevertheless, if
prisoners abuse privileges, those privileges must
be taken away.

The situation is that another facility will be
built at the Bunbury gaol which will allow the
extension of its operations into other areas. I
believe that from now on, with the new conditions
applying, and the extensions and new buildings,
the people of Bunbury and the south-west, along
with other people who live adjacent to prisons in
other areas, will have less cause to worry and the
Department of Corrections will not come under so
much criticism.

I commend the Minister and those responsible
for the control of these institutions. Their job is
not an easy one and they often receive more
criticism than is warranted. Many pressures have
been brought to bear over the years to give
prisoners the opportunity to be rehabilitated and
to allow them to participate in functions within
the community, but advantage has been taken of
the privileges. We must therefore resort to firmer
controls.

I would now like to touch on a particular
attitude within the community today which is of
concern to me and to many members on this side
of the House, and I believe it would be of concern
to members on the other side of the House. Every
time a programme is to be implemented for the
development of a new industry or the building or
expansion of a plant or facility, some elements
within the community are determined to ensure
that development or progress does not take place.
Ido not say this lightly-, I have been involved in it

for some time. As far as some projects bordering
on my electorate are concerned, some people seem
to be hell-bent on ensuring they do not proceed.
The Worsley project is one of them. There has
been quite a lot of discussion in the community on
environmental aspects, because some facets of
industry are not totally acceptable to people.

It is a little disappointing when people are
prepared to accept the stories they hear, when a
case put forward as to why a certain project
should not proceed is not based on reasoning or on
substantial evidence. I believe many innocent

people are prone to react from fear. That is what
it is all about: it is a fear syndrome. As a result,
people become confused and tend to join forces
with the small minority groups. We see them
from time to time. They are usually the same
people; one can almost name who will be in the
group.

M r H.- D. Evans: Is it the dairy farmers?
Mr SIBSON: One example which is close to

home, in my electorate, is the Borden Chemicals
resin factory. I will give an instance of what is
happening in regard to this project. It was
envisaged that the project would begin about the
middle of 1979, and during the period from then
until now a comprehensive study of it has been
made and properly documented. It has been given
the all clear by the health and environmental
people, the local authority, and the Government
itself. During that time the project has been given
a great deal of publicity in the newspapers, on
television, and in other media.

Yet, at the eleventh hour, after the advertising
time had expired and the Bunbury City Council
was about to put the project forward formally for
final consideration by the Town Planning
Department and the Government, a small group
of people very surreptitiously got together and
started a door-knock campaign to call a meeting
of people in East Bunbury. It was not publicly
advertised that the meeting would be held. It is
ironical that the chairman of the meeting was a
previous ALP candidate who stood against me.
He is also a lawyer who would have been aware
that the advertising time had expired, and he
would have been aware of the publicity the
project had been given. He would also have been
aware that the project had already been cleared
by the various departments and agencies
responsible for ensuring it was a right and proper
industry to come to our town.

He was aware also that I had travelled to
Brisbane to look at a similar plant and to watch it
in operation. I investigated the possibility of any
problems, and, in fact, on my return I reported on
three areas of concern and I can now say that
these problems have been cleared up.

I was aware that the Bunbury City Council
sent three of its staff and councillors to Brisbane
also to study the operation of this plant. Indeed,
everything that it was possible to do has been
done, and every opportunity was given to the
people to object. This included sending out notices
to 20 local residents, to which only one objection
was received. Then at the eleventh hour this small
group of people went on a door-knocking exercise
and called a public meeting. Incidentally,
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that public meeting was called for Tuesday
evening of last week, and I felt it was rather
significant that that was the first night's sitting of
the Parliament after an eight months' break.

Mr H. D. Evans: You would not have been
missed up here.

Mr SIBSON: The meeting was held, and the
recommendation was made to protest to the
Bunbury City Council about the operation of a
resin plant.

I believe that had it not been for this small
subversive group, there would have been no
objection from the local residents. It is ironical
that most of the members of this group are well
known supporters of and workers for the
Australian Labor Party.

Mr T. H. Jones: No Liberal supporters
involved? You wouldn't know.

Mr SIBSON: It seems to me that on the one
hand we have the Opposition in this House
castigating the Government for doing nothing
about creating job opportunities, and then on the
other hand, when people who are interested in
developing industry and endeavouring to create
some employment do something about it, the
Opposition is up in arms.

Not only would this resin plant produce resin to
meet the total Western Australian market for this
product, but also, it would be of great significance
to the Wesply-Wesboard Industries factory in
Dardanup. This factory produces the chipboard
that is sold throughout Western Australia, and
exported to the Eastern States in fairly large
quantities, as well as to markets overseas. The
demand for the board in South-East Asia is
growing by the day.

The chemical plant will sell 6 000 tonnes of
resin each year to Wesply-Wesboard Industries.
This will mean that the Dardanup factory will not
only be able to obtain the resin more readily, but
also, it will save money. The end result will be
that three shifts will be operating rather than the
two shifts operating now. However, this can
happen only if the market expands.

If the resin is more readily available and at a
more economic price than previously, the sales of
chipboard will increase, thus creating further
employment within that industry, and assisting
not only the economy of the south-west, but also
the economy of the whole of Western Australia.

It is disappointing after all the hard work
carried out not only by the Government but also
by the local authority and the company
concerned, to find that there is a small divisive
element within the community determined to stop

progress simply for the sake of stopping it, or with
some twisted idea of creating embarrassment to
the Government. I can assure members that all
the necessary research has been carried out. This
Government will push forward with the projects
in the pipeline.

Mr Davies: Are you speaking on behalf of the
Government?

Several members interjected.

Mr SIBSON: As my time is almost up it is not
my intention to become involved with
interjections. I am quite certain Opposition
members are aware of what has been
happening-it is part of the policy and philosophy
of the Australian Labor Party to stop progress. I
say to the people of Western Australia that they
should question and scrutinise closely the motives
of the people taking this action in the Bunbury
area and ask themselves whether they want to
stop progress, development, and the improvement
of our economy.

Mr T. H. Jones: What about the Bunbury port?

Mr SIBSON: This resin plant will mean more
jobs, and especially jobs for our young people.
Particularly under a socialist system of
government, young people have great difficulty in
obtaining jobs. The establishment of the resin
plant will assist our economy, and it will create
more job opportunities for our young people.

DR DADOUR (Subiaco) [5.36 p.m.]: It has
been exactly 12 months and five days since I last
spoke in the House.

Mr Bateman: A long holiday-a long dry
winter.

Dr DADOUR: A long time.

Mr H. D. Evans: Your voice has dropped in
that time.

Dr DADOUR: I am particularly concerned
about some of the things that have been
happening in regard to the finances of the State.
It may rather surprise members that I have now
turned my attention to the economy. I thought it
was about time I looked around a little and
became more diverse in my thinking.

I have been most upset at the increases in taxes
we have faced in recent months. We have been
subjected to vicious increases in the charges for
many services supplied by the State Government,
and in my opinion there has been a singular lack
of adequate explanation for these increases. All
we have heard is that the Federal Government
and inflation are responsible totally for them. I
refute both these points, and I will state my
reasons.
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The Federal Government paid $547 million to
Western Australia in 1974. In 1980, the State
Government is to get $1 100 million-this
represents an increase of 112 per cent over those
six years. That is not a bad increase, and it far
exceeds the percentage at which inflation is
running. For each of the past three years inflation
has run at under 14 per cent, and State taxes have
risen by more than 70 per cent over the past six
years. I do not know whether any members here
read the comic strip, "The Wizard of Id", but I
am sure they would appreciate one such strip
which really took my fancy. I believe it sums up
the State's financial situation.

In the first segment the Chancellor of the
Exchequer is speaking to the king and he says,
'Sire, I fear we've hit a snag in the castle tax
programme." The king asks, "How's that?" The
Chancellor of the Exchequer then says, "We're
taking in more taxes than the peasants earn in
wages", to which the king replies, "That's no
snag, nitwit .... that's bureacratic utopia". The
comic strip has a great deal of significance to
what I am about to say.

There is a great grey area between the
Government and the people-a complete loss of
touch with the grass roots. There is also a great
gap between the front benches and the back
benches.

In my time in Parliament, I have never been
pleased with Cabinet Government. All too often
Cabinet makes a decision, the decision appears in
the Press and that is the first I have heard of the
subject, let alone the decision. It could be months
before there is a party meeting, but even if a
party meeting were held the next day, it is far too
late.

When elected to Parliament, my electors
showed faith in me to do the right thing by them,
and they are the people I represent. First and
foremost I represent my electorate, and I
sincerely hope that everyone else here does too.
My loyalty as a parliamentarian is to my
electorate-there is no such thing as loyalty to
anyone else.

Mr Tonkin: What about loyally to your State
and to your country?

Dr DADOUR: Of course I am loyal to my
State and to my country, but my first loyalty is to
the total electorate.

I would like to refer to a Liberal Party tenet.
This is paragraph 4(k) of the constitution of the
Liberal Party of Australia. It reads-

To elect to Parliament representatives who
will uphold the tradition of a free British
deliberative assembly and see that all

Members of Parliament shall be directly and
solely responsible to the people.

Surely that is where my loyalties lie-with the
people.

Under this present system, my vote is delegated
to others; that is, it is delegated to Cabinet
whether I like it or not. Cabinet seems to use my
vote as it pleases. I am at a loss to understand
why other back-benchers do not object to this just
as I object to it. It is illogical. I am sure they have
their reasons for not objecting, no matter how
selfish they may be.

I hear on occasions that I am against
everything that my side of the House puts up in
Parliament. As all members know, that could not
be further from the truth. I opposed the
amendments to the Electoral Act in 1977, the new
Mining Act and the closure of the Perth-
Fremantle passenger rail service in 1979, and
when they come before this Parliament, I shall
oppose the regulations to the Mining Act and the
proposal to increase the Ministry from 13 to 15
members. However, that is all I have opposed and
all I intend to oppose in the Parliament.

If members want to know the truth about me, I
shall tell them. I care for people, and I believe in
what we know as natural justice. I believe every
person should receive an adequate wage no matter
how menial his work is so that he may live with
dignity. If one person wishes to work harder and
for longer hours than another person, he should
receive more remuneration. I understand that to
be free enterprise, and I am afraid it does not
happen at the moment.

This brings me back to the failure of the
present Government in regard to the vicious
increases in State taxes. These taxes remove the
incentive to work harder; they reduce initiative
and efficiency, and they are inflationary in
themselves.

The small businessman is now forced to touch
his own till to survive. Let us look at some of the
taxes and the facts surrounding the increases. The
State has made no real effort to prune its own
spending; instead it has asked the public to carry
the burden of spiralling costs.

The Government has made no effort to improve
efficiency and, typically, it has preferred to pass
the increases on to the public, taking the easy way
out, and preferring not to rock the boat. This is
the very reason I am on my feet; because these
taxes are particularly high at the moment and the
people must ask-and this is not a political
argument-where are we going? It is about time
we stopped, looked, and listened for a while. The
Premier continues to blame the lack of funds on
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the Federal Government. I have already painted
out that he has had an increase in funds of over
112 per cent during the past six years. That is
quite a large rise, no matter which way we look at
it. It more than covers inflation.

The Federal Government has honoured its own
promises and has reduced the number of its
employees, It has done a good job. However, I am
horrified to find that while in 1974 there were
88 000 people on the pay-roll of the Western
Australian Government-I say they were on the
pay-roll because that way there is no argument
about whether they were working-in 1980 the
number increased to 106000. That is a fantastic
increase of over 20 per cent; and the Government
has a policy of no growth in the Public Service.

I hear a lot of talk about the essential services
provided by the State Government. We have far
exceeded what could be accepted as reasonable.
The essential services argument is probably the
oldest argument in the book. A priceless example
of the mismanagement of an essential service was
the 400 trained teachers who materialised last
year. Incidentally, the cost of training them was
$5.5 million. The road tax loss last year was $5.5
million, In other words, had better planning been
made that loss could have been recovered by more
efficient methods and by making savings. But no,
the Government merely trained 400 people it did
not need.

All these taxes have risen in spite of a very low
increase in our population. We have not seen a
fantastic increase in our population in the last six
years-it has been less than I I per cent. That is
not a great increase.

1 believe a Government in a democracy should
function solely to serve the public; it should not be
in business for itself. The sole object of the
Government must be to render certain services to
the community at the lowest possible cost. In this
respect I will turn again to the constitution of the
Liberal Party and quote as follows-

4. The objects of the Party are:-

(d) To foster and encourage individual
initiative and private enterprise and
to oppose the socialisation of
production industry distribution
and exchange as a policy.

The next one I wish to quote is as follows-

(i) To guard the interests of those
engaged in productive enterprise.

my last quote is-
(o) To oppose Government entry into

commercial and industrial activities
and to advocate the gradual
withdrawal by the Government
from all trading and industrial
concerns and thus encourage
private enterprise.

Those are tenets of the Liberal Party.
Governments cannot do things better for the
public than the public can do for themselves.

This Government has gone off the rails in my
opinion. It believes that employment, irrespective
of whether it is productive, is always good. I know
that work must always consist of more than
merely digging holes and filling them in again.
That is just not on, although it might help the
unemployment figures, even if it is at a
prohibitive cost.

This is what happened in Sweden. An article
appeared in The West Australian on 28 July
1980, under the heading, "Sweden pays heavily
for low unemployment rate". Remember that
Sweden has bludged on the rest of the world to a
degree; throughout two world wars it remained
safe, making munitions and living off the fat of
the land. Then we saw Sweden selling guns and
munitions to both sides in the Korean War, and
probably also in the Vietnam War. It is a country
which enjoys a great deai of income from its
exports. The question facing Sweden in the 1980s
is how long it can continue to foot the bill for the
luxury of a low rate of unemployment.

Many of the projects sought in Sweden are not
unlike the projects we have introduced to find
employment- for people, and this is what has
caused me to stand back and look at the situation.
Sweden has introduced temporary schemes to give
people work, but now it is being found the country
cannot 'afford it. After all these years. the
situation has finally caught up with Sweden, and
we must be careful it does not catch up with us.

Unfortunately, all work not directly or
indirectly resulting in the production of more
goods, with some exceptions, is a load which must
be carried. That is what has happened in Sweden.
All Government activity is a load to be carried.
Governments do not create wealth, they consume
it; and this Government has an insatiable
appetite.

We are a Government whose policy is to reduce
expenditure, but our performance is deplorable.
There can be no justification for massive increases
in taxes. I repeat: the small businessman is forced
to cheat the Government to survive. The Small
Business Advisory Service is powerless to help; in
fact probably it would be better able to serve the
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small businessman by helping him go through the
Bankruptcy Court. Once again we are hitting the
small businessman very hard.

State taxes have increased by over 70 per cent
in the past six years, with almost no growth in
population. The taxes have increased way above
the inflation rate, and this is highly immoral.
Taxes should not be allowed to increase above the
rate of inflation.

Another paint on which I wish to speak
concerns a further form of taxation; that is, an
expenditure item appearing in the accounts of the
State Energy Commission and the Metropolitan
Water Supply Board. The item is entitled
"depreciation"

One Minister has said that depreciation is good
business practice in government. Sir, can you
believe that a Minister of the Crown could be so
stupid. so naive, so blatantly dishonest?

Mr Davies: Yes, we could easily believe that.
Dr DADOIJR: To me, depreciation represents

changing the name of the game, a rake-off, and
cold, hard cash in hand. It concerns moneys
intended to be used mainly for capital works. Our
capital works system has carried on by the use of
loan moneys, which attract a low rate of interest
and are repaid over a long period. Other public
loans are used, but they are of shorter term and
at higher interest.

I find that the loans programme has been
abused so much that loan moneys for years to
come have been used up, probably on very
expensive projects with little or no priority.

At this juncture I want to mention the State
Energy Commission. It had a depreciation rate in
1978-79 of 10 per cent. The Metropolitan Water
Board has allowed $14.4 million or 12 per cent of
its total expenditure this year for depreciation.
Depreciation is to grow each year, so that
eventually it could become 50 per cent of the total
expenditure. That is what I mean when I say it is
changing the name of the game, because the
actual capital building costs are being passed on
to the consumer. No longer are we using the loans
programme as we did previously; now we are
asking the people to pay.

Slowly the depreciation is creeping up and
becoming higher as the years go by.

I wish to turn now to page 247 of the report of
the Auditor General for 1979. In respect of the
State Energy Commission, interest is shown at
$32 million in the year 1978-79, Depreciation is
shown at $22 million, and the Government levy
appears as $5.6 million. A little further down we
find that the surplus for the year amounts to

$ 1.745 million. If we add the depreciation, the
Government levy! and the surplus for the year, we
Find it comes to almost $30 million. If we put that
figure over the total expenditure for the year of
$222.65? million we find it represents
approximately 15 per cent. Therefore, I hazard a
guess that the SEC has made a profit of 15 per
cent in the year 1978-79.

Since then we have had two large increases in
the price of electricity. Therefore, people have
been paying IS per cent too much for electricity
and gas accounts. This is because the name of the
game has been changed, and so we have these
brutal increases.

This Government has not got priorities except
for electoral gain, and that is not right. I still
smart at the hospital building programme. It is
true a little pruning has occurred, but I believe it
is only a token. I first brought this matter to the
notice of Parliament $340 million ago. I do not
say nine or 10 years ago, I say $340 million ago. 1
am aghast that the only pruning announced by
the Government in respect of the running costs of
hospitals has been against that very hard-hit
section of the community-the pensioner. Part of
his pension will be taken from him when he is
hospitalised for a long term. That is a shocking
thing. I find it quite odious, even if it merely
brings us into line with the other States. If the
Government is going to cut back funds, it should
cut back in the whole area and not just in respect
of pensioners.

After reading those tenets, the next question I
asked myself was:. what about the Government
moving out of the laundry business? What are we
doing in the laundry business? Is that an essential
service? We still have our hospital linen from a
laundry service. Surely we should not be doing the
laundry! We should stop that. We should sell it or
give it away.

Another question: what about reducing the
number of teaching hospital beds? These are
expensive. We have more than twice as many beds
per medical student as any other Statle. If we were
to halve the number of teaching hospital beds, we
would still have more per student than any other
State. If we halved the number of beds, we would
probably save between $20 million and $30
million in the first year. But, no, that is not to be.

What about moving out of the insurance game?
These are more things we could do without. What
about being rid of transport?

Mr Tonkin: What about education9

Dr DADOUR: That is another point.
Somebody said something about education. Yes,
let us concentrate more on education in the
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primary and secondary schools. Let us have
another look at the tertiary level. Let us see what
we are doing. Let us stop giving everything to the
professional and the commercial people. Let us
give something to the technical people.

The member who interjected wants to know
what will happen in tertiary education. I do not
say we should spend less on education; but we
should be looking after the technical side. We
have been neglecting it for years. As long as we
leave the technical side under the general,
education administration, the technical side will
be the very poor sister.

To recapitulate: I believe this Government, with
its increases in taxes far above inflation levels,
must be regarded as a socialist Government. I am
afraid it must be called a socialist Government.

Let us consider the Premier's own department.
According to the Public Service list-this really
tickled my fancy when I saw it-in 1974 there
were 53 people on the pay-roll of the Premier's
Department. The Public Service list for 1979
showed 143 on the pay-roll. Not bad for a
Government with a policy of no increase or no
growth in the Public Service. That is an increase
of almost 200 per cent-but we have a policy of
no increase!

At this stage, I would like to make a humorous
comment. Many countries have dedicated various
things to their great leaders. Some have written
songs or have had songs written about them. For
instance, in relation to Argentina, Madam Peron
has had a song written about her: "Don'tI Cry for
Me, Argentina". Let us take our illustrious
leader. He is a free enterprise man; but as I have
already indicated. Government taxes have gone
up and the size of the Public Service has
increased. I suggest a Fitting song about the
Premier would be "The Great Pretender". We
will see if we can, do something about that.

The next point on which I wish to speak worries
me a great deal. It relates to the direct State
taxation proposal that has been bandied about for
some time as part of the new federalism. I find
myself wondering how much further can we go
with our taxes. The comic Strip, "The Wizard of
Id", is not as stupid as it might seem because we
are reaching the point where we are paying so
much of the dollar in taxation that it will not be
long before we are paying more than we are
earning.

At this juncture, I am not able to support the
proposal for direct State taxation. My first reason
is that the Government has failed to do what it
promised; that is, to cut Government spending
and reduce the number on its pay-roll. My second

reason is that the Government has not limited the
power of the Executive and made the Parliament
responsible. The Government rules by regulation.
Thirdly, the Government has not put its priorities
in order.

I know the rot could worsen; and there are
other avenues of taxation open to us. However,
what I speak of are those horrible things called
"levies". If levies proposals need a constitutional
majority, I can assure the people they will not
come about in the next three years, if it is left to
me. Such things are a bit too hard to wear.

I have a further point: because the Government
is such a large employer, that is one of the reasons
the Government is unable to rise above the
confrontation level of employer/employee
relationships. The Government is forced to wear
two hats. It wears the bat of "Big Brother": and
at the same time it tries to wear the hat of the
greatest single employer in the State. Whilst that
occurs, there will be no chance of overcoming
industrial problems. We cannot wear two hats.

The Government has to reduce the number of
people on its pay-roll-

Mr Barnett: The Premier can wear two hats
because he has two heads.

Dr DADOUR: In support of my statements on
this subject, I would like to quote the last
paragraph in the editorial of the Sunday
Independent of 8 June last as follows-

Unless West Australians shake off their
apathy and take a stand individually and
collectively, the demoralising trend of
burgeo ning government and excessive taxes
will continue.

That is the reason I am on my feet. I want to try
to stop the expansion of government. It is the job
of the Government to deal with essential services
only. The Auditor General's report is a very fine
document. It may take one a little time to elicit
the material one needs, but there is a great deal of
valuable information in it.

If we were able to stop the expansion of
government we would be much better off. Taxes
would be lower and people would enjoy a higher
standard of living. The Government must not
stand over people and say, "We know what is
best for you. You do as you are told." The
Government must move out of the areas into
which it has infiltrated, in order that we might cut
costs and allow people greater freedom.

The present system of government is moving
towards greater socialisation and, as menbers are
aware, we can move either to the right or the left.
If this trend continues, socialisation will increase.
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This is not a party matter. Members must act
individually, because it is something which is of
concern to us all. The only way in which we can
achieve some progress *in this regard is from
within the parties themselves. The rank and file
members of the parties must stand up and scream
blue murder so that the ways of government may
be altered. There is too much apathy in the
community and we should all get to our feet and
try to improve matters.

Mr H. D. Evans: You are a bit of a lone voice
over there, aren't you?

Dr DADOUR: The member who has just
interjected is probably correct; but at least I am
appeasing my own conscience.

Mr B. T. Burke: That would take three seconds.
Dr DADOUR: As far as my electorate is

concerned, I have a clean skin. I have not blotted
my copy book. I do what I believe is right and I
will continue to do so. Sometimes I Find the going
difficult, because I am practically cut off from
some avenues of help from the Government.

At times I find it extremely difficult to obtain
help from Ministers.

Mr B. T. Burke: Which Ministers?
Dr DADOUR: I will talk about that later. The

Ministers who are reluctant to provide me with
help are probably the same Ministers with whom
the member who has just interjected has similar
problems. Some Ministers have been most helpful.
but others have been quite the reverse. I have
been cut off from obtaining access to top
Government people.

Mr B. T. Burke: You do not mean the Premier,
do you?

Dr DADOU R: Not one justice of the peace was
appointed in my electorate this year. I wonder
whether any other members experienced the same
situation.

Mr B. T. Burke: Are you suggesting the
Premier could be so petty as to refuse to--

Dr DADOUR: I am not suggesting anything. I
am just giving my side of the story.

It was my intention to address some remarks to
the Speaker, but unfortunately he is not in the
Chair. However, I ask you, Sir, to tell the Speaker
that I voted in his favour when the ballot for the
Speakership was conducted.

Mr B. T. Burke: Do you have a witness?
Dr DADOUR: I have a few witnesses.
Mr B. T. Burke: Who?
Dr DADOUR: I have a few eye witnesses who

are very reliable.

Mr B. T. Burke: I hope you are not referring to
the Premier.

Dr DADOUR: It would have given me great
pleasure to refrain from voting for the Speaker.
because I would love to have him sitting back here
with me. We would have been able to enjoy
ourselves.' However, the Speaker has retained his
position and I would be grateful if you, Sir, would
tell him that I did not give him the kiss of death.

Sitting suspended from 6.12 to 7.30 p.m.
MR PARKER (Fremantle) [7.30 pm.]: Mr

Speaker, may I first take this opportunity to
congratulate you on being re-elected to the high
office which you hold. I believe that you have
done much over the last three years to enhance
the position you hold, within the limitations that
are imposed by the way in which we conduct the
Parliament of this State and indeed the
Parliament of the nation. It is a great tribute
indeed that you were re-elected by such a willing
majority of this House and I am sure you will
continue in the tradition that you have established
over the past three years.

I also thank members of the Parliament House
staff and in particular the Clerk and his
immediate staff for the assistance they have
given. Of course I also wish to thank all the staff
employed at Parliament House and others such as
Constable Patter; all of whom have been
extremely helpful over the months since I have
been elected. They have helped in showing me
around and generally helping a new member who
found both the form and the tradition or this
place somewhat unusual and difficult to cope with
initially. I do hope that that help will not have
been in vain.

I also thank the electors of Fremantle who
voted for me in such overwhelming numbers thus
enabling me to be here tonight to make my
maiden speech. It is particularly gratifying to me,
bearing in mind some of the controversy that
surrounded my standing in that constituency. For
the first time in over a decade the Liberal vote in
Fremantle was pushed below the figure of 30 per
cent. This is certainly not a tribute to me; it is a
tribute to the policies put forward by the
Australian Labor Party and of course it is a
condemnation of the policy presented over the
past three to six years by the Government of this
State.

I shall take this opportunity to explain to the
Parliament, and those who may subsequently read
my speech, what I believe to be the essential
aspects of the programme and the attitudes of the
Australian Labor Party, and the way in which my
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party in Western Australia feels it ought to go
about implementing reforms for this State.

There is a strong tendency amongst people
involved in politics-particularly amongst those
who seek to oppose the views not only of the
Labor Party in this State but also elsewhere in the
world where there are similar parties, such as
Britain, Western Europe, and Canada-not to
argue against the policies put forward by the
Labor Party, but create pictures and myths about
the sorts of things it would do if it were elected to
government. These people speak of the things the
Labor Party has done during its years of office.

Most of these things written can be shown to be
patently false and can be shown to have been
created in a conscious effort-not to enlighten
people and not for the purpose of creating public
debate in which people from different sides can
put forward the alternative philosophies and
alternative programmes that they would
implement-to seek to retain or obtain power as
the case may be.

Of course, the basic programme which would
be and may be implemented by a Labor Party in
this State, or indeed throughout the nation, would
be a wholly democratic programme. The
limitations of our own policy and the limitations
of the Constitution in this country-and of course
the limitations created by historical tradition
would ensure reform within the framework of a
social democratic society.

What is a social democratic society? I have
heard the Premier make jokes about this,
especially in his policy speech before the last
election. In my view it was not particularly funny
and it certainly was not correct. The most
important point that I seek to explain is the
difference between a Labor Party Government in
this State and the Premier's Government.

The. Labor Pary believes that the control over
the lives of everyone in this State ought not rest
with individuals or large corporations. I do not
care who owns the corporations or who is in the
corporations but I believe whoever makes the
decisions between those corporations should not
be able to do so in an untrammelled way and ride
rough-shod over the wishes and aspirations of the
people in this State or indeed in any part of the
world.

That is what we-the Labor Party-stand for;
to have control over these sorts of decisions not in
the hands of a small group of people or a
company, but under the control of the people of
this State and the nation as a whole so that the
people can make the decisions which affect their
daily lives.

Of course one may say that that is not
practicable. It is obviously not something which is
possible simply by allowing each and every
individual to make those types of decisions,
although, at the moment, in certain respects that
is what is happening. Certain individuals are
making decisions and getting away with it. They
are making decisions which form the basis of very
important aspects in this country and State. Then
there are others making decisions 24 hours a day
and not affecting anyone else but themselves;
because the decisions affecting them are made by
others.

I do not care very much who owns these
corporations or companies. I do not care whether
the ownership rests with private individuals or
large institutions and I do not care whether it
rests with the Government. That seems to me to
be of secondary importance. The issue of greatest
importance is how the decisions of these bodies
are made and who makes them and what is the
primary purpose of the making of those decisions.

For example, the simple creation of State
enterprise, while it is to be applauded as a
necessary first step, is not worth while if it is only
creating another power system in which the
smaller people still have no say.

One has only to look at some of the statutory
bodies which exist in this State, and which exist in
other States throughout the Commonwealth, to
realise that simple ownership by the State is not
sufficient to guarantee that the decisions which
are made are those which will effect the aims of
the people on whose behalf we ought to be sitting
here.

The British Labour Party used to use a phrase
frequently-and it may still use it-in discussions
on these matters to the effect that it wanted to
obtain control of the commanding heights of
capitalism. It did not want control over every
small business-or every large business for that
matter-and it did not want control over every
house. But, where business bodies and
corporations were making decisions-whether
they were investment decisions or administrative
decisions-which would affect, and which could
have adverse effects on the people whom its
members were representing, it wished to control
the decisions from those bodies. The British
Labour Party wanted to give the decisions to the
people, presumably through the Parliament. I
believe that is what has to be done in Western
Australia, and in Australia. Precisely how it is
done, and under what terms the bodies actually
are owned, is not particularly important.
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At different levels of our society, and at
different levels of every society, there are bodies
of people who are representative-or who could
be made to be representative-or every facet of
life. For example, we have in this State both a
State Government and local government, as well
as at the national level the Commonwealth
Government.

I do not wish it to be thought by members
opposite, or by those outside this place, that in
making this statement I am necessarily saying
that decisions cannot be made which result in
private profit. The Labor Party, and certainly I as
an individual, have no opposition to private profit
being accrued by, or accruing to. individuals.
Certainly, excessive private profit is something to
be condemned, as is certainly that private profit
which is arrived at by virtue of exploitation.

We do not say- and we never have said, even
when in Government-that private profit and
private ownership should be eliminated. It is not a
question of elimination but, rather, a question of
control. The question of the level of private profit
concerns us.

Another question relates to the case of
companies which operate in Australia but which
are based overseas, and whether the profit is used
in Australia or sent to the home country of the
company concerned. An example is Utah where
the profits are repatriated back to the home
country. In fact, in the case of that company, on
one occasion it repatriated to its home country an
amount greater than it earned in profit.

I would add that we have no objection to what
is referred to at present as the entrepreneurial
spirit. I believe there is no great harm done to any
society in having an entrepreneurial spirit,
whether in business or various other facets of life.
That should not mean that people can, in an
entrepreneurial way, completely exploit other
people. After all, one hears and reads about many
famous entrepreneurs who have existed in this
State and elsewhere; even people who have been
not so much entrepreneurs, but exploiters, who
have used situations and opportunities which have
arisen to accumulate vast quantities of wealth.

I do not oppose the entrepreneurial spirit.
There are a great number of people seeking to
earn a decent income who are engaged in
activities which, in the long term, may be to the
great advantage of the Government. That has
been the case on many occasions, and we do not
seek to oppose that spirit.

We have sought the elimination of that spirit
only in so rar as it may affect adversely the people
of this State, and when it may seek to exploit the

people in the making or money. We are arguing
about (he monopoly situation where people are
able to charge very high prices for goods.

When we consider the sort of society we want,
and the way we would go about achieving it, we
have to look at what we desire ultimately. Surely
our ultimate desire is to live in a society in which
as many people as possible are able to pursue, as
far as possible, their chosen activity and lifestyle.
That is not the position in Western Australia at
the moment. It is impossible for the vast majority
of people to pursue their chosen activity and
lifestyle. ror a whole range of reasons.

At the moment many people cannot pursue an
activity which results in remuneration because of
the high unemployment situation in this State.
But, there are various other reasons that it cannot
be done, and I propose to traverse some of them
during my remarks tonight.

It might be said that the aim I have enunciated
is difficult-or even impossible-to achieve. That
very well may be true but surely when considering
any policy-when considering any activity of
government-it must be tested on the same basis.

If we are moving towards such an aim, at least
we are not adversely affecting the ultimate
solution to the problems which affect our society.
Of course, we have a dynamic society. Solutions
which were applicable 40 years ago may not be
applicable today. A solution advocated now may
not be applicable in years to come. We are
affected not only by what happens in Western
Australia, but also by what happens elsewhere in
the Commonwealth. More particularly, we are
affected by events which occur throughout the
world.

One of the supposedly cherished aspects of our
society is that people should have freedom. We
describe ourselves as a free society, but I propose
at a later stage to deal with some of our legal
restrictions. However, before I come to that I will
deal with some of our economic restrictions.

Whatever "political freedom" there is in
Western Australia it means nothing if people do
not have economic freedom of choice. It is all very
well for individuals to be told that they can
participate in society in some way; that they have
to have some form of society. In Western
Australia that is not the case. Even if it were the
case, it is not real political freedom. A great
number of people are not in an economic position
to do anything about the situation, or to take up
the freedoms which are available to them.

The vast majority of people in this State-and
an extremely large majority of the people in my
electorate-are not in a position to make
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decisions which affect them. They are not in a
position to make decisions about where they live.
We have the situation where pensioners are being
forced, by virtue of their economic position, either
to pay additional rent to stay where they have
lived all their lives, or move to another area.

We have a situation where people simply have
to go to where the jobs are available, otherwise
they will face economic disaster and ruin for
themselves and their families. The situation arose
recently where the Federal Government made it
harder for people to refuse to go to isolated and
far-flung places in order to obtain jobs. The
Federal Government has made it difficult for
people to obtain unemployment benefits, and
various other forms of benefit, by requiring people
to go to places in which jobs are available.

It may be said that is the right attitude, but it is
not a real option because the family situation can
be affected. Why should those people be made to
travel when other people, on whose behalf the
society is being run, are able to live the way they
like and to maximise their position at the expense
of the people who are required to go to such far-
flung places? Might I say it is my view that the
Government has acted on behalf of those people
who are allowed to live, with equanimity, the way
of life they choose.

What I am saying is that even before we get
onto the restrictions which exist in Western
Australia on a political basis we have the
inevitable problems of the sort of society in which
we live which restrict the real freedom of the
people on an economic basis.

I now came to the political and legal
restrictions which have been imposed. Australia,
and Western Australia in particular, has never
had either a true political democracy or a very
effective parliamentary system. I regard the two
things as being somewhat different, although of
course connected. The reasons we have never had
a true political democracy, in Western Australia
at least, were enunciated by my leader in his
speech on the Add ress-i n- Reply last week. I do
not want to bother with it too much except to say
I find it extraordinary that anybody would have
the gall actually to defend the system on the basis
that some sort of principle is involved. I can
understand people defending the system which
pertains in Western Australia on the basis that it
keeps certain people in power. They have the
freedom to do so but they ought also to have the
courage and honesty to say that is the reason for
their adopting that position, rather than say it is
based on some political philosophy of
representative government which allows such an
extraordinary situation to prevail.

1, as the member for Fremantle, having 16 000
or so constituents, Find myself in this House with
a voting right equal to that of a member who has
2 000 or 3 000 constituents. I find it highly
objectionable that my constituents are regarded
as having far less weight in determining the policy
of this State than the constituents of somebody
such as the member for Murchison-Eyre. It would
not matter who the member for Murchison-Eyre
was or which political party he came from; I still
regard that as a highly objectionable fact, as I am
sure do my constituents and the constituents of
most of my colleagues on this side of the
Chamber, and I would be surprised if there were
not also a few Government members who did.

Although the Government does not make a
welter of it, it has tried on occasions to defend the
system of political representation which pertains
in Western Australia. It has often been said-it is
virtually a catchword in Australia-that the
Queensland electoral system is gerrymandered.
That is probably the case, but when one looks at
the basis of representation in Queensland where
the discrepancy in seats varies from about 10000
at the least to 13 000 or 14 000 at the most, one
can see that the gerrymander in Western
Australia is far more significant and greater than
that in Queensland. We have a discrepancy of
between 2 000 and 29 000. If the members with
the smallest and largest constituencies happen to
be in the party that is in Government, it is of little
consequence. The real problem is that the
situation should pertain under any Government.
That is the first reason we have never had a
parliamentary democracy in Western Australia.

The second reason is that the Legislative
Council has sought and has been able to exercise
substantial political power without ever having to
be accountable for it. If there is a philosophy
which says a body such as the Legislative Council
ought to have political power, let that philosophy
be put; but let it be put in conjunction with the
necessary corollary, which is that if the
Legislative Council is to exercise that power it
must be prepared to adopt the consequences of it.
In other words, if it wants to exercise political
power it must be prepared to go to the people and
justify the exercise of that power.

That is not the current position. That body now
can exercise untrammelled political power. It does
not do so when its friends are in office here but it
has done so or threatened to do so on a number of
occasions when the Labor Party has been in
Government, in the absolute knowledge and
certain belief that nothing can be done in this
State to make any member of that Legislative
Council in any way accountable to the people.
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The people cannot take out their adverse feelings
about that body in the exercise of its power. They
can force this Assembly and the members of the
Government based in this Assembly to go to the
people without having themselves to go to the
people.

The other aspect of the so-called democratic
system in this State which I want to mention is
that even if our Parliament were democratic and
elected on a proper basis, there has never been a
parliamentary system operating in Western
Australia. The first reason is that real power does
not lie in this Parliament; it lies elsewhere in this
State. I am not talking about the Federal
Government-although it has power-or the
world situation. I am talking about the
constitutional areas which are the prerogative of
this Parliament. The real power lies elsewhere,
either in the hands of those to whom I have
already referred, who control the economic
destiny of this State and nation and many other
parts of the world-they have a great deal of
political power which ought to reside in this
Parliament-or in the hands of the Executive
Government, the other group of people who usurp
to themselves political power.

I am pleased to say I support many of the
comments which have been made about the
Executive Government by the representatives in
this House of the National Party. On the
observations I have been able to make since I was
elected and before I was elected. I agree
completely with members of the National Party
that this Parliament really counts for very little
once the elections are over and the numbers have
been determined. That is the only question. After
that, the Executive takes over the power which
ought to reside in this Parliament, and the other
type of power is exercised virtually untrammelled
by the economic masters of this State, who in
large measure are not the Government of this
State.

It has often been stated by some, and
particularly by the Premier on a number of
occasions, that I am anti-American. I have heard
that said, and the Premier has issued Press
statements when I have criticised aspects of
American foreign policy. While I am critical of
many aspects of American foreign policy, on this
issue in particular I find very much that is
attractive in the American system of political
democracy. At least the United States of America
has a vigorous system of parliamentary
democracy. At least in that country the Executive
which is elected and recognised as being an
Executive with great powers, is subjected in the
exercise of those powers to the most rigorous

scrutiny of the elected representatives of the
people, who are elected on a more frequent
basis--or, in the case of senators, on a more
regular basis-than is the Executive. At least in
that situation the people of the State have the
ability to obtain information as to the way the
Executive is operating.

Here we find, on the contrary, a position where
even in many important areas affecting
individuals in this State it is impossible either for
us as the Opposition or for the people as a whole
to obtain information about the way things are
operating. Since I have been in this House-a
matter of two or three weeks-a number of
questions have been asked relating to rates which
have been struck between the Government of
Western Australia and various of its
instru mentalities or private enterprises operating
in the State. Answers given to the questions
indicate that figures will not be made available
because they are confidential to the bodies
concerned.

In some cases it. might be said that business
enterprises are entitled to a measure of
confidentiality to protect their market position.

If these business enterprises -. Whether
Govern ment-owned or otherwise-were in a'
position where their market position could be
affected, I might underst~nd. I could sympathise
that there could be justification for saying some
of the information available to the Government
about the operation of those bodies ought not to
be made available to the public. Sometimes there
is some justification for that, but with an
organisation such as the State Energy
Commission-which does not have to compete
with anybody-or an institution such as
Westrail-which does not have to compete with
anybody as far as rail transport is concerned-it
is absurd, It is said that information relating to
the rates charged by these bodies or the rates
struck between those bodies and others with
whom they deal ought to be confidential. What is
the basis for the confidentiality? Why is it
required? It is not required to protect the market
position of the bodies concerned-that is
protected by statutory monopoly. It is required
only to protect these bodies from scrutiny by the
Parliament of Western Australia. That is the only
reason, and on that basis the policy must be
condemned.

If the Parliament is to have any say; if its
members are to form any decision on the way in
which they should cast their votes, it surely must
be that all the facts which do not, for very
pressing reasons, need to be very confidential,
should be made public.
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Of course, that situation prevails in the United
States. The Ministers there simply would not be
allowed to answer in that way. It would not be
possible for Government Ministers to make those
comments, either when appearing before a
committee of the Congress, or when appearing in
public. Government Ministers would not be able
to get away with it. The fact that such a thing
happens continuously in Australia is a symbol of
the lack of vigour of the parliamentary democracy
of this State and of this nation. I might say also
that to some extent it is a symbol of a lack of
investigative reporting on the part of some
sections of the media.

I believe the American system, where there is
very substantial investigative reporting by the
media, where the Congress believes it is its role to
investigate every aspect of the Government-even
an aspect of which it may be a part-is a far
preferable one to the one here which has become
a farce. Here we have only an Executive, and no
other parliamentary democracy.

In the United States, although there may be
some criticism about the power the Executive has,
at least there is true parliamentary democracy to
go with it. It is a parliamentary democracy in the
sense that not only does it scrutinise, but also to
some extent it controls the Executive. It is true
also that the Parliament is not able to be
manipulated by electoral boundaries in the way
that has happened in this State over many years
as well as in many other States of this
Commonwealth.

If this control I refer to is to be vested in the
hands of the people it must be implemented, and
implemented increasingly, at the level of local
government. We have a situation here now where
local government is not elected democratically,
and there are two aspects of this. Firstly, Western
Austalia is one of only two States in the
Commonwealth which does not have full adult
franchise for local government. The other State is
Victoria which is now in the process of changing
to a system of full adult franchise. In the State of
Western Australia, although the Government is
considering draft legislation to change the
electoral provisions of the Local Government Act,
my understanding is that the draft under
consideration-which is substantially Government
policy-will not result in full adult franchise for
local government.

Secondly, we are the only State in the
Commonwealth which retains the system of plural
voting. No other State uses the system of plural
voting on the basis of property values. Not only
does the Government intend to maintain a system
of plural voting for local government, but also it

(11l

intends to extend and exacerbate the provisions so
that to have more than one vote one would need a
property of very great value.

At the moment to some extent plural voting on
property values has been watered down by the
increase in value of even the most modest
property. The intention of the Government is to
change this back to the original concept of 1904
or earlier when only the very wealthy person had
more than one vote.

That should indicate the lack of support of the
Government for any concept of true democracy.

Local government has very little contact with
any decision-making power. My electorate
contains a number of local government
authorities, and I have contact with a number of
councillors of other authorities. It is true to say
that any of the decisions they make are
reviewable and changeable by a member of the
Executive of the Government-a Minister of the
Crown. Not only are those reviews able to be
made by a Minister over and above the strongly
expressed wishes either of the local government
itself or of the population of that authority, but
also they do not even have to be reported to or
debated in this Chamber. That means we have a
situation where an elected body is making
decisions which can be overridden by one
individual who does not even have to be
responsible for his decison to the Chamber to
which he happens to be elected.

Any of these corporations which operate and
which, as I said previously, really determine the
economic destiny of the State, have managements
that operate in a way really no different from the
way they would operate if public servants were in
control. The ownership of large enterprises is not
in the hands of a few individuals; rather it is in
the hands of large amorphous institutions. This
means that large organisations are not responsible
to anybody. For example, under normal
circumstances a company which belongs to a
family is responsible to the family members who
own the shares. The large institutions are not
really responsible to anybody except that they
have the responsibility to produce ever-increasing
profits and dividends. That is the sole basis upon
which they operate.

As long as the executive of a corporation can
provide to the shareholders-whomever they may
be-greater and greater dividends every year.
that is really all that is required. I am not
objecting-and certainly nobody could-to
dividends and profits being made by such bodies.
Certainly, if they are operated by the State, I
would hope that they would make profits for the
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State. The question surely is whether the
fundamental decision of these irresponsible-and
I use the word in its true sense-individuals ought
to be based not on what is good for the
shareholders or for the retention of their own
powers, but rather, on the good of the community
as a whole.

Because of the way in which this power is held
by these people, many of the policy decisions
made in Western Australia and Australia by a
number of organisations are essentially
reactionary. Often the decisions of Governments
are reactionary in that the Government reacts to
decisions made elsewhere. Governments can make
decisions only as to how other decisions are to be
implemented or they can act only to impose
certain restrictions. Possibly Governments can
encourage other people to make decisions, but
they cannot make decisions themselves.

The trade union movement, of which I was an
official for many years, is itself reactionary in
that sense. It has to react to decisions already
made-it has no influence on those decisons.
Somebody decides to build something, and the
trade union movement has to make a decision on
that in so far as it affects the political or
industrial rights of its membership. However, it is
not involved in the fundamental and basic
decision-making.

That is not surprising. In many cases even the
Government is not involved with decisions taken
by these bodies. Other bodies to which one could
refer react to these decisions, and in consequence,
they become subject to criticism, such as the
criticism levelled against certain people in
Bunbury by the member for Bunbury this
evening. He referred to individuals who were
disturbed about a proposed project, and who
reacted to it. I do not know whether these
individuals are right or wrong-certainly I heard
of the project only tonight. However, the events
described by the member for Bunbury are a
perfect example of the way such people have to
operate. All they can do is to seek to oppose, or
perhaps to have projects deferred for the purpose
of clarification.

To criticise such people for seeking to ensure
that their environment, their habitat, or their
economic circumstances are not adversely
affected is surely to say that all the decisions
ought to be made by people other than the
individuals concerned. In other words, what I am
saying is that these decisions need to be made for
the public benefit. That is not to say they should
not be made, but it is to say that the basis on
which they are made might need to be changed. I
am sure that if that happened in many cases the

end result would be changed. We would not have
divisions in society such as those we see frequently
and those which are so prominent at the moment.

May I speak very briefly on the question of
industrial relations. As most members would be
aware, I come here as a former officer of a
substantial trade union in this State. I am proud
to have done that and I make no apologies
whatsoever for it, nor do I make apologies for the
activities of that union on behalf of its members.
In fact, I believe it has been a very successful
organisation.

I have been involved at a fairly senior level in.
industrial activities in this State and throughout
the Commonwealth, and I am aware of the
attitude not only of unions but also of many
employers-particularly substantial employers-
to the activities of the Government and its
Ministers where they seek to become involved in
areas in which they know nothing.

Most unions, and I am sure most substantial
employers, prefer that the Government, of
whichever colour it may be, keep out of the field
of industrial relations in so far as it affects day-to-
day disputes, allowing the parties concerned to
resolve the situation between themselves. That has
been clearly stated to me not only by people who
are on my side of the fence, but also by people
who are substantial employers of labour, or by the
industrial representatives of substantial employers
of labour. Some of the very biggest corporations
in this State with which I have had considerable
dealings, and at a very senior level, have made
this point very strongly to me both before and
since my election to this place. They have taken
the time and trouble to do that because it is an
issue they want to have put before the people.

They do not want to see the sort of activities
they saw when the person who is now the Minister
for Cultural Affairs was the Minister for Labour
and Industry; when every time a situation arose
he made a Press statement and jumped in with
both feet, often disturbing delicate negotiations.

Since the Deputy Premier has been the
Minister for Labour and Industry, in my
experience we have seen less of that sort of action.
I believe some of our trade union colleagues also
Find he is not so prone to doing what the previous
Minister did.

Nevertheless, it is still happening; and, of
course, the legislation passed last year can hardly
be described as proper, effective machinery for
the conciliation of disputes, although it does have
some features which are a substantial
improvement upon its predecessor.
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We want the Government to create an effective
and acceptable machinery. There is no point in
establishing machinery unless it is accepted by all.
I also say that I support the situation advanced by
other people-which is the Federal policy of the
Labor Party-that there should be a review of the
constitutional distribution of industrial relations
powers as between the States and the
Commonwealth. I am firmly of the view that this
distribution is well out of date. Certainly this is
also apparent to, and has been advocated most
strongly by, the Premier of New South Wales. He
also wants a review of the situation. I understand
discussions are being held at the Commonwealth
level about that.

Let me now turn to the fallacy of what the
Government has to say on the question of law and
order. Last night we heard considerable debate to
the effect that the Labor Party is alleged to be
aligning itself with forces opposed to law and
order. When one analyses the argument, what is
being said is that certain things were done which
were against either decisions of the Government,
decisions taken by the Amax Exploration
company, or decisions taken by, for example, the
police or individual operators in the area.

In one case, of course, the decision taken was to
create a law which would involve people having to
break it. This occurred with the gazettal of a road
on the Noonkanbah Station where before there
had not been a public road.

The argument of law and order is one which
fails to realise the question of what ought to be
the position in our society. Precisely the same
argument for law and order is advanced by all
those who seek to preserve the status quo at all
costs and seek to oppress minority groups within
their area of control.

The arguments advanced last night by the
Minister for Cultural Affairs could just as easily
have been advanced by a representative of the
Government of South Africa or a representative
of the Government of the USSR. We have
members of the Government condemning some of
the ways in which dissidents-not so much in
South Africa, but certainly in the Soviet
Union-are treated. I support that criticism; I
think what happens to dissidents in those
countries is appalling. However, everything that
happens to them happens because they have
broken some law. The fact that a political
dissident has chosen to break the law does not
make the law right, but it may make him an
oppressed person.

On the question of law and Order, when
something like that occurs this State Government

jumps to its feet and seeks to make almost a hero
of itself. However, what needs to be understood is
that if laws are so wrong, if laws are so bad, if
laws are so one sided, or if in the case of this
Parliament laws are made by such an
unrepresentative body-and in some cases not
made by the elected body at all but made by
Government regulation-then it is inevitable that
people will oppose them.

I put it to members opposite that they support
people who oppose laws identical with those the
members support here; they support people who
oppose laws in the Soviet Union, yet they are
prepared to say that somebody who does precisely
that here in Western Australia is dedicated to
undermining the social fabric of our country.
That is just what the Soviet Union says of its
dissidents; it says they are dedicated to
undermining the social fabric of the USSR.

That is not a valid argument; it is only an
argument in support of the status quo. Surely this
Parliament, in considering political matters,
should determine them on the basis of what is
right and what is wrong, and on the basis of what
is to the advantage of all the people of Western
Australia to enable them to retain all their rights
and freedoms and to extend those rights and
freedoms still further. When I refer to freedoms, I
mean every type of freedom, not only those which
might seem to be advanced by the creation of
certain laws. I refer to economic freedoms,
political freedoms, and the freedom of the ability
for tolerance, rather than the sort of action which
is all too often practised in this State.

[Applause.]
MR NMcPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) (8.17

p.m.]: I take the opportunity first of all to extend
to the Speaker my congratulations upon his
election to his office, the first such election held
for a long time. I extend also to new members my
congratulations on winning their seats and being
able to take part in the activities of government.
Many of us have been returned after some rather
intense opposition at the election, and it gives one
a feeling of great satisfaction to win an election
after intense competition, especially when one's
electorate returns one with a clear majority on the
primary count.

Some of the actions taken and some of the
activities indulged in in my electorate were
questionable, and some were just plain ridiculous.
Of course, the electors saw through them and
gave me a wonderful return. This gratified me
just as it gratifies others in a similar situation.

May I mention at the outset that out of respect
for the Hansard staff I will not be speaking as
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quickly as some of the members on the other side
of the House.

Mr Pearce: You are just trying to disguise the
fact that you are a slow thinker.

Mr McPHARLIN: The member for Gosnells,
of course, is one of the defaulters in this regard
and his colleague who has just made his maiden
speech apparently is going to compete with the
member for Gosniells in respect of his speed of
delivery.

Mr Skidmore: He was just showing his ability.
Surely there is nothing wrong with that.

Mr McPH-ARLIN: I do not think Hansard can
keep up with any member who rattles off his
speech at such a rate.

Mr Davies: I think Hansard does extremely
well.

Mr McPHARLIN: I congratulate Hansard on
what they do. However, I believe Hansard should
be considered a little more.

In the Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, under the
heading "State Finances" the following statement
appears-

Excess expenditure was attributable
mainly to salary and wage award increases,
sharp increases in petroleum product prices
and Government assistance to victims of
natural disasters such as drought and
cyclones.

The Premier frequently has attacked the
Commonwealth Government on the matter of
State finances. In fact, the Premiers of all the
States met in Melbourne last week to formulate a
plan of attack against the Commonwealth. I
believe this is a commendable approach to the
problem. The Premier was always ready to attack
the Federal Labor Government, under the
leadership of Mr Whitlam, and he is equally
prepared to criticise a Liberal-National Country
Party coalition Government.

The present Federal Government is deserving
of censure because it has not been generous in its
allocation of funds not only to Western Australia
but also to the other States. While withholding
funds from the States, the Commonwealth itself
indulges in excessive spending. Why was it
necessary to spend $50 million to construct a
High Court building? Why did not the
Commonwealth settle for a building costing only
half of that amount? This is the sort of
extravagance indulged in by the Commonwealth
Government, yet when the States attend
Premiers' Conferences to request an adequate
return of the moneys paid to the Commonwealth

by way of taxation and the like, they are turned
down.

This has been the attitude of the
Commonwealth for a number of years, and it is
high time more pressure was exerted to try to
achieve a greater return of finance to the States to
enable the States to develop in the way they wish.

As I mentioned, the Lieutenant-Governor's
Speech referred to the victims of natural disasters
such as drought and cyclones. Under the heading
"Agriculture", reference is made to seasonal
conditions. Over the four-year period from 1976
to 1980, a total of $43 million has been paid in
drought relief aid to affected areas of this State.
Although $43 million is not a large amount in
terms of the aid which is required, nonetheless it
is welcome and very acceptable.

It is important that we realise the value of
agricultural production to Western Australia. In
the year 1979-80, the gross value of agricultural
production rose to a record $1 524 million, which
was I I per cent more than the average of the
1970s. So, to allocate $43 million to drought
declared areas was commendable and welcome.

Mr Davies: It would be better if it did not need
to be paid, of course.

Mr McPHARLIN: Yes. These industries must
be helped, because they Aind themselves in
difficulties through no fault of their management.

When one looks at the total value of
agricultural production, one immediately
concludes the people engaged in these industries
are becoming very rich overnight. However, one
has only to consider all the costs involved in the
agricultural industry to realise that this is not the
case. The Lieutenant-Governor's Speech referred,
among other things, to the high cost of petroleum.
The cost of fuel in country areas has increased
dramatically in a period of only I12 months.
Several farmers have informed me their fuel bills
have increased by as much as 100 per cent or 120
per cent.

The cost of ordinary superphosphate has
increased by some 76 per cent since April this
year, while "Agras" has increased by 23 per cent
in the same period.

These heavy cost increases are making life very
difficult for the farming community, particularly
in areas hit by a series of droughts. It is these
increasing cost pressures which are reducing the
margin of workable profit in the farming
industries.

Importantly, these rapidly increasing costs
affect not only the farming community but also
the small businesses operating in country areas.
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To ascertain just how these cost pressures were
affecting small businessmen I sent out a series of
letters asking these people to comment on the
principal reasons they were finding it difficult to
carry on operations.

Mr B. T. Burke: And they all said, "The
weather."

Mr McPHARLIN: 1 have in my file a series of
replies, most of which seem to develop the same
theme. Of course, some business people have
given different reasons from others, and some list
more reasons than others. I will read members a
cross-section of these replies to enable them to
gain a better understanding of the problems
facing small businesses in country areas. The First
letter reads-

The two major factors causing the decline
are semi drought conditions and the number
of residents moving to the city, or other areas
that are considered to be safer.

The writer goes on to discuss his telephone
account of nearly S3 000, pointing out that the
account was about the same as for the previous
year, despite the fact he endeavoured to cut down
on its use as much as possible.

Another letter states as fol lows-
Freights are most harmful to me in the

cast of harvesters and other machinery sent
from the eastern states. I understand a
power-take-off harvester from Sunshine is
likely to cost around $2 400.00 in freight
alone. Some years ago, agricultural
equipment was consigned at a special rate,
but this is now discontinued, and of course
the farmer finally picks up the tab.

Yet another states-
Freight as an overall cost whether it be

road or rail is certainly the largest problem
faced by any retail outlet in the country. All
our customers receive commercial television
and expect us to sell at the prices advertised
putting us at a real disadvantage. On large
furniture items freight would account for
from 5% to 15% of the cost of the item..

There is one cost not included in your
questions that is also very damaging to the
small business and that is the cost of insuring
against burglary. The last time we looked
into the possibility of covering ourselves we
discovered we would have to be burgled at
least once every five years to warrant cover.

Mr Davies: It would have to be a poor old
robbery!

Mr B. T. Burke: Surely it would depend on how
much was taken. A burglar could take 10 years'-
worth in one attempt.

Mr MePHARLIN: That is true, of course.
Another letter states-

Freight Costs. Where in a small business
such as ours, requiring almost daily
emergency orders and items not stocked as
regular stock, minimum freight charges of
$1.50 on the smallest item, plus 86 cents
delivery fee on each invoice charged by
wholesaler, which unfortunately we have to
pass on to the consumer, adds considerably to
the cost of spare parts.

Referring. to workers' compensation and daily
running costs, the following statement is made-

Because of increased costs in both these
areas, we have been unable to employ
apprentices and office staff as we normally
would have done, and much extra work is
being done by the partners themselves in an
effort to reduce wages costs.

An apprentice is usually signed on for a
period of five years, but with spiraling wages
and demands, no guarantee can be given for
continued employment.

Again there is reference to freight charges, as
follows-

These are excessive when you get these
fast overnighters to carry for you, like a box
of D cell torch batteries (288 units) cost me
fifteen dollars from Perth, over triple the rail
price, I think this system should be dumped,
maybe good for some people but definitely
not for me.

Mr Davies: What about pay-roll tax? Any
mention of that?

Mr McPHARLIN: That has been mentioned in
a number of the letters. Frequent reference is
made to workers' compensation. Another one
reads as follows-

People in country areas should expect the
same deal as their city relatives. If life
becomes too expensive in the country they
either shop in the cities or move and live in
them. With the falling rural population I find
it hard to maintain a turn over which allows
me to do my bit in this respect.

Additional Costs by Wholesalers. Most are
adding service charges. Many require orders
of certain high values or surcharges of up to
$ 10 are being applied. Some even are adding
a service fee regardless of the value of the
order.
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Again there is referellce to freight costs-
(a) Freight Costs. These are high and it is

a continual battle to know what method of
transport to use particularly on goods ex
East. Recent examples to mind. TNT
Economy rate on Dress Fabric $41.23
whereas the same volume by goods rail
318.42 with delivery in approximately the
same time. Paper Dress Patterns by post
from Sydney $9-if by goods rail $14.65.
These charges were before the massive rail
increases just imposed.

Another deals with workers' compensation as
follows-

(d) Workers' Compensation. We have
been in business 17 years and have only had
3 claims-feel that there could be some sort
of no claim bonus-this would also act as an
incentive for employers to have better safety
conditions and to impose them on their
employees. Also workers compensation
should only be applicable to on job accidents
not on the way to work. We feel there should
be tighter control on payouts. After a certain
time the Insurance Co. should take over the
payments direct to the injured party thus
saving the employer double book work and
they should also impose striecr controls with
the injured reporting back to doctors.

Mr T. H-. Jones: Do you agree with that?
Mr McPHARLIN: This businessman says-

We know of cases where malingering
employees have stretched their time between
visits to the doctor thus gaining extra paid
time off.

Mr T. H. Jones: What have you got to say
about those things yourself?

Mr McPHARLIN: Again, this businessman
referred to workers' compensation. He does not
employ any person. That is one of the reasons he
gives for not doing so. He makes the comment
that it is the competition from retail stores which
is a major problem. He says-

Whilst the general householder wishes for
a store of this nature in each major town they
overlook the fact that the profits from the
business go out of the district. As we know
their buying power is such that the Small
Business Man cannot compete and the fault
lies at the feet of the Manufacturer, who is
prepared to sell to one customer at one price
and to the Chain Store at another and yet the
article still costs the same to produce.

Those are only a few of the many letters I have
had returned. Freight, rates, workers'
compensation, and competition from the large

stores appear to be the principal problems the
businessmen face.

Mr Davies: Give us the answers to all those
problems.

Mr McPHARLlN: The people writing the
letters do not have any answers.

Mr Davies: You?
Mr T. H. Jones: You are their representative.

Surely you have some opinion about it.
Mr McPHARLIN: What?
Mr T. H-. Jones: The questions you raised.
Mr McPI-ARLIN: Yes, I have some opinion in

regard to workers' compensation.
Mr T. H. Jones: The whole problem. Let us

hear your views about it. You are their
representative. How did you overcome their
problems?

Mr McPHARLJN: That is a matter between
those people and me at the moment.

Mr T. H. Jones: Tell the Parliament. That is
why you are raising that. Tell the Government
how these matters should be rectified.

Mr McPHARLIN: Moving on from that point,
I want to talk about the proposed grain freight
increases the Government has brought forward.

Mr Davies: He doesn't want to talk about the
solutions.

Mr McPHARLIN: I want to mention a few
figures which will apply if the proposed grain
freight increases are brought into being in
November of this year; and I will deal with the
differences such increases will make in many
districts. I am very strongly opposed to the higher
charges that are suggested. One of my reasons is
that the increased charges will penalise the long
hauls. I cannot accept that. It has increased the
long haul, in one case-and I will give details
shortly-by up to 24 per cent.

Mr H. D. Evans: I think you will find it is 34
per cent.

Mr McPI-ARLIN: I have not established 34
per cent, but I have found 24 per cent.

Mr H. D. Evans: Have a look at Southern
Cross.

Mr McPHARLIN: Southern Cross is not 34
per cent.

Mr Rushton: Westrail gave me information
today which showed that the 24 per cent
statement is not correct.

Mr MePHARLIN: I was going to question the
Minister about that.
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Mr Rushton: I will show you afterwards the
correspondence from Westrail indicating that that
is inaccurate.

Mr McPHARLIN: Very well. There are many
increases over 19 per cent.

In other areas, the rates have been reduced. If
my figures are correct, in one area they have
come down by 45 per cent. I do not want to go
into great detail; but I will deal with one of the
districts in my own electorate. Dalwallinu district
has suffered a series of droughts. Some parts of it
have suffered four droughts, and some have
suffered three droughts. The farmers have been
affected very badly. Yet in that area, where there
are six delivery points for grain, the extra
payment amounts to $438 000. That is nearly half
a million dollars in an area that has been affected
very badly by the adverse seasons.

There are other areas which I could quote, but
I will not go into detail. Quite a few have suffered
similar applications of higher increases. That is
not fair. The Farmers are asking for a fair go.

It has been mentioned that the increases are
only keeping up with inflation-that we have not
had an increase for two years. However, all other
costs have been increasing. I have mentioned the
tremendous increases in fuel and superphosphate
prices. They have risen astronomically.

Here we have this penalty imposed on the long
haul. It is a penalty of up to 20 per cent. That is
not a fair go; and the farmers are asking for a fair
go.

There has been mention about a telescopic
freight rate. It has been said that it was higher,
and now it has been retained, but it has been
changed. Well, that is true enough-at 100
kilometres. Prior to I July the cents per net
tonne/kilometre rate were 7.6. Now that amount
has been reduced to five; that is, on the short
haul. Taking the long hauls, it has increased.
One of the long hauls I would mention is
Wialki in the eastern wheatbelt. It is 412
kilometres; and that has been changed. It was
3.23c; and now it is 3.86c. There is an overall
increase on the long hauls.

True, the difference between them is not as
great as it was, but the small amount between 5c
per ton/kilometre on the short haul and 3.86c per
ton/kilometre on the long haul means nothing.
The cost of freighting wheat from Wialki to
Kwinana will be $15.90 a tonne. The freight cost
on the same volume of wheat on the short haul is
$5 a tonne. There is a $10 benefit on *the short
haul and this applies right through. There is a
19.5 per cent increase from Beacon, near Wialki;

a 19.2 per cent increase from Mukinbudin; an I8
per cent increase from Elabbin; and a 17 per cent
increase from Kununoppin. I have been through
all the other points and I have ascertained that
many of the percentages have gone up by several
dollars per tonne.

When we look at variations in the freight rates
in delivery points which are not very widely
separated we can see that a certain amount of
confusion exists. Let us consider a run up the
Mullewa line and the Midland line. There is a
variation in the freight rates from points on the
Midland line compared with points on the
Mullewa line. There is a difference between
Mingenew and Gutha of several dollars, and that
is not fair. The difference between Morawa and
NMingenew is $3.20 per tonne.

The farmers on the eastern side will take
advantage by delivering to the lower freight
rceival point. They have large trucks which will
enable them to do this, but this will create a lot of
ill-feeling. The following is a list of variations
between different points: Perenjori and Three
Springs, $2.20; Caron and Three Springs, $2.50;
Pithara and Miling, $2.80; Ballidu and Bindi
Bindi $2.20; and McLevie and Miling, $2.80. A
man has only to cart 1 000 tonnes of wheat at
$2."80 a tonne to save $2 800. This will go on right
throughout the wheatbelt where this variation
applies.

A calculation has been made to compare the
difference between road costs and rail costs in the
cartage of grain to Kwinana. This calculation was
done by a farmer who related it to a new
International TF2670 tandem prime mover with a
trailer which can carry about 24 tons. He has
worked out that the truck rate a kilometre over
200 kilometres is 4.8c, while the Westrail rate is
4.65c. Over 250 kilometres, the truck rate is 4.3c
and the Westrail rate is 4.41c. In both cases there
is very little difference, yet Westrail should be
able to give its best rates for heavy haulage
contracts and it should be able to keep its rates
well and truly below the rates for a truck. Over
300 kilometres, the truck rate is 4c a kilometre
while Westrail's rate is 4.33c.

There appears to be a need for a revision of the
freight rates that have been proposed for grain
transport. The Government would be well advised
to revise the whole scale of freight rates with a
view to making them more equitable. The
Government should give the farmers the fair go
they have been asking for.

I have spoken about the next matter I wish to
discuss many times in this House, and I refer to
salt land reclamation and salinity control. Despite
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the opposition raised against the motion I moved
in this House last session, and despite the
rejection of my request to the Government to go
further into the matter of installing interceptor
banks to improve the condition of water in
catchment areas, the group involved, WISALTS,
has gone ahead in leaps and bounds. There are
hundreds more people joining in the business of
installing these banks. Many more miles of banks
have been built on farms.

I draw members' attention to the edition of The
Countryman of 10 July in which there is an
article about a Mr Gardiner's property at
Yorkrakine. I have been to Mr Gardiner's
property and I have seen his interceptor banks.
Previously, for a period of 10 to 12 years, he had
faithfully followed the advice given to him by
other people on how to correct the salinity
problem. He found their methods were not
effective so he contacted Mr Whittington who
visited his property and after a survey installed
some trial banks. The article indicates that he has
now 19 miles of interceptor banks and he is so
pleased with them that he plans to install a
further 25 miles. Mr Gardiner started with
contour banks in 1964 but found them to be
unsatisfactory. In 1977 he became interested in
Mr Whittington's theories and in that year he put
in his first interceptor banks.

Mr Davies: If he has 19 miles of banks he must
have a fairly big property.

Mr McPHARLIN: The banks are installed at a
cost of around $1 000 a mile. That is not
expensive if one considers the results they achieve.
The people opposing this scheme should consider
these results. As I have said a dozen times before,
all parties should work together in co-operation.

Mr Tonkin: They want lateral thinking.
Mr McPHARLIN: They want co-operation.
Recently I went with my parliamentary

colleagues to Bert Henderson's property at
Perillup, near Mt. Barker. I took photographs of
his property and I would hope members would
take time to have a look at them. A tremendous
change has taken place on his property over the
12 months since last April. There has been a
dramatic change since Mr Henderson installed his
interceptor banks. Nowadays he will not plant
trees unless he has installed these banks
beforehand.

The evidence displayed in these photographs is
dramatic. In April 1979 the trees in this area
were almost dead. They have now been
regenerated to such a degree that the area is
extremely gratifying to observe. Mr Henderson
could not graze stock on this land previously, but

since the banks have been installed he has been
able to do so. That is typical of the sorts of results
which have been achieved. Mr Henderson was
prosecuted because he dared to clear land after
the bans had been imposed.

Mr Davies: You might care to table those
photographs when you have finished speaking.

Mr McPHARLIN: The photographs are
available for members to look at and they are
certainly worth viewing.

Mr T. H. Jones: It is the same story at
Batalling Creek, isn't it?

Mr McPHARLIN: Recently I telephoned a
friend of mine in the Batalling Creek area to
ascertain what was happening there. WISALTS,
in co-operation with the farmers in the area, has
installed a system of banks in this area. Figures
are available as to the effect of this project, but I
do not have them with me. However, it is most
encouraging to see the improvement in the level of
salinity which is being recorded by the monitoring
unit. The farmers involved are so pleased with the
result that they intend to install more banks.

Mr T. H. Jones: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and I went down there a few months
ago and saw the same story at Batalling Creek.

Mr McPHARLIN: The member for Collie
might like to check the figures I am about to
quote. My friend informed me that there were
about 60 farmers in the catchment area. If each
farmer installed approximately tO kilometres of
banks, there would be a total of 600 kilometres. If
we take the cost per kilometre as being
approximately $800, the cost of installing the
system of banks would amount to approximately
$480 000.

When one looks at the results achieved by
putting in these banks, it can be seen that a figure
of $480 000 is not excessive. Indeed, it is chicken
feed when one considers the reduction in the
salinity of the water in the Wellington Dam which
would stem from such a project. Even if we
trebled the figure of $480 000, the cost would not
be particularly large. Indeed, the Government
talks about spending $1.6 million on a
reforestation programme. Whether or not that
figure includes compensation for farmers
properties resumed by the Government, I do not
know. However, the figure mentioned by the
Government was $1.6 million.

If a project such as that which I have just
suggested were put into operation, there would be
a great saving in costs. Such a system would be
extemely effective and would produce the results
we require.
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One wonders how long it would take for the
reforestation programme to be effective. How
long would it take the trees to grow to a size
where they would have an effect on the salinity
content of the water in the dam? By the time such
a programme was operating effectively, the water
in the dam would not be able to be used.

I cannot understand the attitude of the
academics who do not support this system. It is
time the Government considered it further,
because proof as to the effectiveness of it is
available. I have visited dozens of farm properties
and I have talked to many farmers about the
matter. All the farmers who have used this system
approve of it 100 per cent and in fact intend to
install more banks.

I have put in these banks on my own property
and 1 shall continue to extend the system. I have
watched the situation for many years and I have
talked to people who are closely involved with it.
The proof is there for anyone to see. I Find it
extremely difficult to understand why the
academics will not accept it

Salinity is a problem in this State and the
situation is getting worse year by year. We have a
method of reducing salinity which has been
proved to be effective. There does not appear to
be another method which works as well; this
method is getting the most effective results; and it
is not as expensive as some of the other methods
which have been suggested. It costs approximately
$1 000 a mile to put in these banks, but that
amount will be recovered three times over once
the land is reclaimed.

I know some members of Parliament are not
interested in this matter; but 1 can take any
member to a dozen of these farms and sho him
the results which have been achieved. 1 should
particularly like to take the Ministers involved in
this matter to some of these farms, because they
do not understand the problem. No Cabinet
Minister understands it.

Mr Pearce: There are a lot of other things they
do not understand either.

Mr MePHARLIN: I believe Ministers should
have a close look at the situation, because they do
not understand it. The Deputy Premier offered
some assistance, but it is time this matter received
more attention.

Mr Tonkin: The Ministers do as they are told
by their advisers.

Mr T. H. Jnes: How do we get this story over
to them; that is the problem?

Mr McPHARLiN: Farmers are not fools. They
do not rush into these projects blindly. They do

not spend that sort of money without carrying out
research. Some people have suggested the farmers
have been misled or pushed into adopting this
system. That is not true. Farmers are very careful
with their money. They have examined the matter
and put in a trial system of banks. They have
monitored the effects of them and have frequently
found the result to be so good that they install
more banks. In fact, farmers borrow thousands of
dollars to put in these banks, because they are
working well.

Mr Stephens: The Government should do away
with the system of buying up farmers' properties
and paying expensive compensation. Instead the
Government should support the installation of
these banks.

Mr McPI-ARLIN: It would be far cheaper to
do as my colleague has suggested. The
Government is not acting wisely. It should get
together with the people who are interested in this
matter and talk it over. I will continue to press for
Government support of this system. I do not give
a damn what the academics say; the Proof is
available to anyone who is interested. Do
members believe the proof of the effectiveness of
this system, or do they believe the highly qualified
academics? Indeed, I believe some of the
academics are having second thoughts about this
matter. They are admitting reluctantly that there
are elements in this situation about which they
had not thought Previously.

I have shown members photographs of the
results achieved on Mr Bert Henderson's property
and the way in which the trees have been
regenerated. I will not mention names, but one
departmental officer said, "We are confused." Of
course they are confused. They do not have an
answer to the problem.

The effectiveness of this method has been
proved beyond doubt. Some people say, "Who
wants these banks running across one's property?
They do not look attractive." I ask, what does
that matter? If these banks stop the salt spreading
and the land is reclaimed, does it matter whether
or not they are attractive? Of course, it is better
to have these banks than to have useiess salt land,
as my colleague has mentioned.

I could take members to visit 50 farms and
show them the effectiveness of this system. The
WISALTS group cannot keep up with the
demands made by farmers for help in this area.
This system means a great deal to the State.
Although the member for Roe last year opposed
the motion 1 moved in this regard, the banks are
now being put in his area.
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The member for Moore also opposed my
motion last year. However, WISALTS people are
not working in his district and in that of the
member for Narrogin. WISALTS is working in
these areas now, and the members from these
electorates said that it would not work.

Mr Tonkin: They do not know their areas.
Mr MePIIARLIN: Of course they do not know

their electorates. There are also people working in
Esperance on the salt problem and more areas in
Esperance are to be surveyed. The member for
Moore told rme I did not know what I was talking
about, but the lie to his argument is revealed by
the installation of banks in his area.

I will continue to press for these banks and I
will continue to talk about them because the proof
of their effectiveness can be found in the results.

I could go on quoting dozens of instances where
these banks have been established and where they
have struck sand seams and hundreds of
thousands of gallons of fresh water. The fresh
water was located as a result of the survey.

The method is so effective that I just cannot
understand the attitude of the academics. I have
talked to a few of them, and they are very polite,
but are not prepared to recommend the banks
because the scientists claim they want every " to
be dotted and every "t" to be crossed.

However, I know there are some academics
who are having second thoughts about the matter
and it is high time they did so because it is of
great import and value to our State. One has only
to travel by aircraft to see the great areas of salt-
affected country in this State.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [9.03 p.m.]: I should like to
congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on you r
reappointment to your high office. You have
shown qualities which are very much appreciated
by members on both sides of the House, so your
re-election is quite deserved.

I should also like to congratulate new members
of both sides of the House and trust that they
enjoy the period they are here. However, for
reasons of political bias I do not hope that those
on the other side have a long stay but I hope
whilst they are here they find their stay congenial.

Mr Nanovich:. You started off so well!
Mr H. D. EVANS: The matters I wish to raise

are rather parochial. However, I will take this
opportunity in the Address-in-Reply to draw to
the attention of the House a number of
anomalous situations which require rectification.
These matters are often not realised.

The first deals with the need to change the
system of compensation for criminal injuries and
to increase the maximum amount which at the
present time is a ridiculously low $7 500. That is
the maximum that can be paid to anyone
suffering as a result of a criminal injury. Perhaps
the position can best be exemplified by the
experience of a constituent of mine.

I was approached by a constituent following a
criminal physical assault against him. As a result
of the attack, my constituent sustained extensive
head injuries which necessitated equally extensive
surgery and medical treatment. In the course of
his medication he was given drugs which affected
his hip joints. As a result he will be required to
undergo surgery on his hip joints. This is a fairly
common operation which is usually left until the
individual is well into middle age.

This man is in his early thirties, and therefore
will not be able to undergo that operation for
some years. In the meantime, he is condemned to
extensive and agonising pain. He cannot carry out
his previous occupation and there is no way he
can undertake light work because it is just not
available. Anyway, he would be untrained for any
such job if it were available. This young man has
a wife and two young children and their only
income is from a part-time job his wife has. This
family faces tremendous difficulties through no
fault of its own, yet this man can expect under the
Criminal Injuries (Compensation) Act a
maximum payment of S7 500. It is almost certain
he will receive that ridiculously low amount.

It is not surprising to find that in 92 per cent of
criminal compensation awards the State
Government has had to meet the cost. The reason
is not difficult to ascertain because the type of
person who is involved in criminal acts of a
physical type is usually gaoled. Therefore he is
not in a position to pay compensation.

I cannot envisage any changes in the system
which would ensure that compensation payments
to the victims were paid by the offenders. The
State Government will be called upon Co pay the
compensation. The question then comes back to
the Level of compensation the Government is
prepared to accept.

There has been a complete transformation of
the prospects and the life of this young family. It
was an active and industrious young family in a
happy situation with reasonable financial
prospects, and now the mother has the only source
of income with a part-time job for which she
receives less than $100 a week. This is well below
the poverty line as indicated by Professor
Henderson in his report.
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The legislation, and the amount of
compensation payable, need to be reviewed so
that this situation no longer prevails. This is only
one case, but I am sure many similar cases can be
related by other members in this House. I have
raised this matter in the hope that something can
be done.

I now wish to quote an instance which shows
the effect on residents in country areas of the
increased freight rates which were introduced by
this Government.

This is an extreme case, but it highlights a
point which I believe should be made. A
Manjimup businessman, in the course of his
business dealings, required two small bushes for
one of his machines. Each bush weighed
approximately 5 grams in weight and cost 30c
each.

The parts had to be freighted 180 miles by
Westrail. The price for this parcel to be sent to
Manjimup rose from 70c to $1.80.

On top of that he contends with a delivery
service from the station of 55c. So the cost to that
businessman was $2.35 for an article worth 30c.
Whilst that surely must be an extreme example of
the situation, varying levels and degrees of this
predicament must exist, in many ways, in other
country towns. The overnight transport service to
the town of Manjimup charges a basic fee of $5,
with a charge per kilometre thereafter.

It can be seen the business houses face a
tremendous impost because of freight charges,
and it is something which must be looked at if a
proper equation of the problems of country and
city dewllers is to be given any credence at all.

A further constituent matter-a general
one-concerns the criteria for pensioner tenants
of the State Housing Commission. The eligibility
level is that an applicant may have a bank
balance or $999. So, any person with $1 000 in
the bank is immediately ineligible for State
Housing Commission assistance. In this day and
age that is a ridiculously low sum. Most
pensioners are fairly independent, and most have
a small bank account, frequently for the sole
purpose of ensuring they are not a burden on
anybody when they are buried. Many pensioners
have that attitude and it is a matter of pride with
them. If a special burial fund could be established
to provide some exemption the imposition would
be obviated. On top of that, a condition for State
Housing Commission assistance is that a
pensioner can earn only $72 a week, including his
pension. That is where the ridiculous situation
really comes about.

The Henderson level of poverty is $71 a week.
If a pensioner receives $1 above that level which
includes pension and earnings he is barred from
being a successful applicant for State Housing
Commission accommodation. Those are several
matters which really necessitate the urgent
attention of the Administration.

I had hoped the Minister for Agriculture would
be in the Chamber, but, regrettably, he is not.
However, I will make sure he sees a copy of the
record. I want to mention two items in connection
with a matter I raised last year. By coincidence,
the same subject is mentioned in this evening's
issue of the Daily News under the heading,
'Cat' Hunt men still missing".

Last year I raised the question of the possible
existence of a cat-like predator in the south-west.
Following my giving notice of a motion in this
House, the Government sent a veterinary officer
and an Agriculture Protection Board officer into
that area where they conducted an investigation
over several weeks. Some other action was taken
by the APB in addition to the investigation by the
two officers to whom I have referred.

Following the report made at that time by the
officers the matter appears to have been left on
what might be termed "a care-and-maintenance
basis". There are two points I want to bring to the
attention of members, and which I want to place
on record. Firstly, there have been a number of
sightings since that time which, at the least, are
curious. The first was in September 1979 when a
community health sister (Sister Partington)
reported the presence of a cat-like animal in the
Wongan Hills area. When I was talking to her she
was adamant about her report as it appeared in
The Sunday Time". She certainly would not
accept that the animal she saw was a Samoyed
dog in a wet and dishevelled condition which, it
was suggested, it could have been. She reiterated
her initial report and was unshakeable when
questioned.

Another report came to me from the
headmaster of a large primary school. He is a
very keen naturalist and fisherman and he
reported an incident on the south coast where not
only had he heard the loud cat-like screaming of
an animal, but also he saw large tracks in the
sand. He left the location rather hurriedly.

A similar report came to me from an Anglican
parson in my area. He made a statement of fact
a nd obviousl y ifr he sa w somet hing-as far as I am
concerned-his word would have to be accepted.

Another report came from the Wagin area
which led to two statutory declarations being
made by a resident farmer. He made a clear and
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decisive sighting, and he forwarded a copy of his
declaration to the Western Australian Minister
for Agriculture and the Federal Minister for
Agriculture. He received a reply from Mr
MacKellar, but no positive action was taken on
the report. Subsequent to that report searches
were carried out. One was in the Lake Norring
area. The farmers went to the extent of using an
aeroplane to direct the 20 or so searchers on the
ground, so the man who made the report must
have had some standing in the area for this action
to follow.

The peculiar nature and persistence of these
reports, and the credibility of those people who
have made them, is something I draw tothe
attention of this House.

The second point I wish to make is that in my
exposition during August of last year I reported
the findings of a private veterinary practitioner
who examined the carcase of a kangaroo. I also
pointed out that the report of the the private
practitioner disagreed with the report of the
Government veterinarian who had examined the
animal previously. This report was raised at a
meeting which the Minister attended. I want to
ensure that the record is put straight for the
information of members. I point out I
subsequently learnt that the private veterinary
practitioner examined the kangaroo in question
after the Government veterinarian had performed
his autopsy.

The autopsy, of course, would have made a fair
mess of any animal. On top of that, the carcase
had been kept .in the deep freeze for some days. It
was claimed by the private practitioner that the
animal had not been killed by a dog or a fox, but
had been killed in a manner which was consistent
with a killing by a member of the feline species, in
other words, a large predatory cat. It would have
been difficult in the extreme to have reached a
firm judgment in those circumstances after a post
mortem had been undertaken by a qualified man,
and after the carcase had been kept in a deep
freeze.

Members will have come to their own
conclusions about the validity of those two
examinations in the circumstances I have
outlined, and probably they will feel, as I do, that
the first examination by the Government
veterinarian would be the more creditable without
any shadow of doubt. I make that comment and
that observation for the sake of the record, and
the evidence and the reports which were put
forward, albeit in good faith, are now amended to
that extent.

Another more general matter I want to discuss
concerns the level of assistance which this
Government has provided to new businesses. In
particular, I will touch on a proposition which has
been put forward by a company which seems to
have a very sound basis but whose project is not
receiving any sort of assistance from the present
Government.

I refer to the proposal put forward by
WAMCO-Western Australian Mushroom Co.
Pty. Ltd.-of Pingelly. I would like to outline the
situation as it has developed up to the present
time in order to make several comparisons
between the impact and application of
Government policy elsewhere and the obvious
deficiencies, which appear to be irreconcilable
with the policies put forward by the Liberal Party
prior to the last election.

The buildings, equipment, and technology of
WAMCO have been gradually evolved by Mr Ian
Williams of Pingelly to produce a maximum of
two tonnes of mushrooms per annum. He has
developed the technique of a compost using
wheaten hay. He has constructed his own
buildings and evolved his own system of growing
mushrooms in wooden trays. He is doing it quite
successfully to the extent of two tonnes per
annum, because that is all his premises and the
size of his operation will allow.

However, trading as WAMCO, Mr Williams
seeks to extend his operation to 75 tonnes per
annum, and firm orders for 93 tonnes of
mushrooms per annumn have been identified
within the State. Last year we imported from
New Zealand 17 596 cartons of mushrooms, each
weighing between 2.5 and three kilograms; that is,
in the order of 42 000 pounds of mushrooms. We
imported from New South Wales 7 727 cartons of
the same size. So, it can be seen that the import
market verifies the extent of the Western
Australian opportunity which exists. I point out
that expanded development to 75 tonnes of
mushrooms would create employment for 40
people. That opportunity exists if this operation
can be developed to its full extent, with the
preparation of compost, the picking, packing,
distribution, and everything else associated with
the growing of mushrooms.

For a town like Pingelly, this surely must be a
golden opportunity. Where else and how else
could such a compact, useful, little industry for
the entire year even be contemplated? The type of
operation lends itself to the employment of
Aborigines and housewives. The picking and
preparation of the next batch must continue seven
days a week, and it could employ people who
would otherwise not have a show of getting work
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in an area such as this. The regional officer of the
Commonwealth Employment Service has given an
assurance that a full daily complement of
Aboriginal workers would be available if desired.
It would not be the same team every day, but a
full team could be provided daily very readily for
this sort of operation. For this reason alone, it
should be given priority above and beyond that of
normal industry in other circumstances.

The flexible nature of the work provides a
tremendous range of opportunities, and in a town
like Pingelly it would be a godsend. Few jobs and
work opportunities are available in small country
towns, and this is one which is too good to lose.

Basically, the WAMCO operation seeks to
finance a large building with a concrete floor and
insulated walls, and to obtain the material to
construct growing bins. Much of the equipment is
manufactured on the premises, including the
compost shredding machine. Because of the
expertise of the operator, the cost of related items
of equipment would be minimised. This is the sort
of equipment and layout which are necessary.

In terms of cost, it runs to $400 000. The
present equity is $74 000, and the amount
required by way of Government guarantee is
$316 000. This money is available from banks
with a Government guarantee, but if the
Government will not guarantee it private sources
of finance ask, "What is wrong with the
proposition?" They are being rather cautious and
are refusing to make the loan without the
Government guarantee. A group of individual
farmers-not an organised syndicate-would be
prepared to finance such a venture but, once
again, they are rather cautious because of the
attitude of the Government.

The application for assistance which was made
to the Department of Industrial Development in
1978 was rejected in a letter of refusal from the
Minister dated 27 June 1978. The two grounds of
refusal were that it would create a precedent and
that no assistance was possible for agriculture or
horticulture. I think I should quote that letter. It
states-

There were two main reasons why
assistance could not be given. Government
assistance for the venture could give you an
advantage Over other Western Australian
growers.

So, the first ground was that it would create a
precedent in giving an advantage over other
growers. We will see in a moment what the
Auditor General's report has to say about that.
The second ground was-

Secondly, it is not Government policy to
assist financial ventures of an agricultural or
horticultural nature in the southern areas of
the State.

It is rather remarkable that those two reasons
should be given. Neither of them is valid in the
light of what has happened over a long period.

I would like to fill in the sequence of events to
demonstrate the efforts the company has made
and perhaps to give members an understanding of
the frustration it must feel. The position under the
Industries Assistance Act is explicit and quite
clear. Guaranteed loans represent the only
significant form of financial assistance provided
by the State Government, which has as its object
the provision of funds for development and
expansion. It is to the Government's shame that
this is the only effective financial assistance
possible, in contradistinction to the pre-election
promises it made. In section 3 of the Act,
however, the assistance is subject to certain terms
contained in the Rural and Industries Bank Act.

The Rural and Industries Bank Act defines
industry as including every trade or business, or
form or branch of productive labour, or other
activity, having for its object the production or
manufacture of marketable products or things.
Those are the terms of the Act. The legal opinion
provided concludes that this definition is not
exhaustive, and essentially it defines industry as
including every trade or b usiness, or form of
productive labour, having for its object the
production or manufacture of marketable
products or things. Hence this generally includes
businesses of a horticultural or agricultural
nature, including a mushroom-producing business.

So that means one of the first grounds on which
this application was rejected is shown to be a
sham. It does not stand up legally, that this
company could not be assisted under the terms of
the legislation. It shows sheer Government laxity.

The other ground was that the Government
should not set a precedent by assisting an
established industry. Yet up to 1979, the report of
the Auditor General shows that a large number of
similar businesses have been assisted. We find
that a business by the name of Bunbury Foods
Ltd. has been assisted, and I will have a little
more to say on that matter later. The Auditor
General's report refers to the Club Hotel, Collie;
the Dumar Hotel; Caravan Park, the Gorges;
Hotel Kununurra, and several other hotels. It
refers Tilso to the Ord River District Co-op., but
that is covered by other than State legislation.

So a number of hotels and caravan parks have
received assistance, and surely they would be in
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competition with established businesses. They
have to be, and yet this was one of the grounds on
which this company was rejected.

Sir Charles Court: Are not the hotels and
caravan parks dealt with under something else
altogether?

Mr H. D. EVANS: They are dealt with under
the Industries Assistance Act.

Sir Charles Court: But is there not a special
form of assistance because of some tourist
qualification?

Mr H. D. EVANS: That would probably cover
caravan parks, but it would not apply to Bunbury
Foods Ltd.

Sir Charles Court: Bunbury Foods Ltd. is an
industry under the definition.

Mr H. D. EVANS: That is right, and yet there
are other established industries manufacturing
edible oil. We heard tonight that the guarantee
for this company was quite extensive, and yet it is
an existing business.

Sir Charles Court: There is no other business
like it, though.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Oh yes, what about
Refinoir 1976 and others like that? Of course they
exist.

Sir*- Charles Court: But not in the same
category.

Mr I-I, D. EVANS: We are finding that other
aspects of Bunbury Foods Ltd. are open to
question and certainly that company would not
have been investigated as thoroughly as WAMCO
Mushrooms.

The grounds upon which the Government
rejected this application have been shown to be
nebulous. It is a lot of rubbish to say that the
company would be put in conflict with existing
businesses. Such a precedent has already beenestablished. So we find what could have been a
glorious once-up opportunity for a small country
town has been neglected.

We are beginning to see the lie to the
Government's policy that it is assisting businesses.
For the edification of members of the House, and
particularly for Government members, I would
like to state that the only effective forms of
Government assistance have been Government-
guaranteed loans, payments made in respect of
losses on loans guaranteed to firms which have
encountered financial difficulties, rail freight
concessions, pay-roll tax rebates to decentralised
industries, and subsidies up to 5 per cent for
selected industries on interest paid for capital
borrowings.

Mr MacKinnon: Have you not read our new
programme on incentives?

Mr H. D. EVANS: I have it here.
Mr Blaikie: But that does not mean you have

read it.
Mr H. D. EVANS: I shall read it out so that

the member for Vasse is fully familiar with it.
In an endeavour to establish the claim that the

WAMCO Mushrooms proposition is sound, I
have studied the reports put forward by the
relevant Government departments. The Central
Southern Regional Development Committee has
recommended this project.

We have heard about the flauntedl policy of the
Government of assisting businesses in country
areas and decenitralisation. Therefore, we should
again look at the status of this company to see
why it was brushed aside.

The Department of Agriculture recommended
the proposal as being a sound one, so that
technical opinion must be accepted by members
of this House and by the Government. Also, the
project has the support of the shire council which
was prepared to weigh in with some assistance.

The Department of Industrial Development was
favourably disposed towards the project. A group
of 17 fairly high-ranking officials from the
Department of Industrial Development as well the
Hon. Mick Gayfer visited the enterprise and were
all unanimous in approving of it.

The Minister for Agriculture offered no
criticism when he visited the establishment. It
appears then that the Treasury alone is the
stumbling block but it is difficult to ascertain the
reason for its objection.

The Liberal Party document, presented by the
Premier before the last State election, promised
the third new deal for small businesses in the last
six years. The Government does not have a bad
record-at least it is consistent with its promises
even if they are not kept.

What has the new deal meant for WAMCO
Mushrooms? Not much at all. It is a shame that
the member for Vasse has left the Chamber-I
would have liked him to hear one of the
Government's commitments under the new deal.
It reads as follows-

basically the service and the Department of
Industrial Development will work to extend
and streamline access to funds through the
use of the guarantee system, using the
existing financial institution.

And I am talking about an application lodged in
1978. Also, my understanding from the
statements of the Minister is that WAMCO

334



[Wednesday, 13 August 1980]35

Mushrooms is forced to wait until June at the
earliest for any help for which it might be eligible.

This project has been very thoroughly
examined, and it has been approved by nearly
everyone. The Government appears to have struck
an attitude in its policy-making that has hindered
this project from proceeding further. The market
is there; we are importing mushrooms in quantity
from New Zealand and the Eastern States. The
technology has been developed to the satisfaction
of experts in the appropriate department.

It provides employment for citizens of this
State who would otherwise have no chance of
finding employment in that area. Something like
I5 000 bales of special wheaten hay would be
used in the manufacture of compost, and that
would be a further incentive and economic
stimulus to the economy of the town. I feel the
Government has a firm case to answer and I am
hopeful there will be a response from the
Minister, otherwise I think the House would be
justified in calling for the tabling of the file.
There are some elements in this matter which
cannot be reconciled at the moment.

Having a particular interest in the marketing of
rural produce. I was intrigued to hear on several
occasions an interview with Mr Ron Ingram on
the ABC "Country Hour". Mr Ingram works for
the American Arabian Oil Company in Saudi
Arabia, and he gave his views on the Middle East
live sheep shipping situation. It is possible to
obtain transcripts of such interviews, and I did so.
Mr Ingram said-

Well, my interest was stimulated a couple
of years ago when there was a confrontation
between meat producers, the Meat Workers
Union and I think the Transport Workers
Union in Fremantle over the shipping of live
animals, particularly live sheep. I since then
have followed it fairly closely because I just
saw from my observations in Saudi Arabia
that the farmer here in Western Australia in
particular, does not really know, not through
his own fault because I think the people that
are telling him also are not aware of the full
facts, is the inequity between the price they
get for their product on the farm as against
the price that it's sold for to Saudi Arabia.

Mr Ingram then refers to prices, and goes on to
say-

... these prices might not be correct, but I
believe it's about $30 a head on the farm for
export wethers and these sheep in Saudi
Arabia and I'm using prices to the extreme,
is that in peak periods which are the Moslem
peak periods for faith reasons, is, one is

Ramadamn and the other is Hajx. Now these
two religious periods, a lot- of sheep are
consumed and a lot of food, and Hajx in
particular where they have to sacrifice live
sheep as Part of the ceremony for the
Moslem religion, now it's my job and part of
my job to buy sheep in to give to our workers
in desert areas to celebrate. The cost at the
peak period is about 1 500-1 600 rials. that I
don't know on todays' exchange rate, but lets
say it's about $500 US. Now the sheep sold
in Australia for $30, it goes then to the
buyers, the buying principals of live sheep I
believe is a complete Arab monopoly so it
goes then to Saudi Arabia and then is sold to
all sorts of people who are little
entrepreneurs of their own with a truck and a
half dozen sheep on the back and away they
go and sell it. Now there just seems to be
inequity all away along the line. Here we
have a confrontation between fellow
Australian over five or six dollars to export
live sheep as against killing the sheep here
and exporting it chilled. And we have the end
user paying at peak periods up to five
hundred US dollars, somewhere along the
line its all wrong. I don't think the stock
people are telling the truth or, alternatively,
they are not aware of the prices that are paid
and I say that this five hundred US dollars
are not extreme cases but 'it does happen.

I regret 1 have insufficient time to deal fully with
that statement of a person who claims to hold an
executive position and has been associated with
the consumer end of the Western Australian
product. However, it would appear to me that
even if he were only 50 per cent correct the
producers of sheep-whether they be live sheep
wethers or lamb carcases-have been, to use the
vernacular, seen off for a very long time.

Mr Old: Were they paying that when you were
over there?

Mr H. D. EVANS: No, they were not.
Mr Old: They are not paying it now, either.
Mr H. D. EVANS: However, I was not in

Saudi Arabia. I noticed the release put out by the
Minister in which his advisers claimed that the
figures are inaccurate.

Mr Old: They do pay very high prices for fat-
tailed sheep, but not for the shipping wethers we
send over.

Mr H. D. EVANS: It seems from what has
been said here and what has been said by other
sources that there is quite a disparity. The person
who made the statement on the ABC made known
his qualifications; he is an executive of a company

335



336 [ASSEMBLY]

charged with the responsibility of buying sheep
for the Middle East.

Mr Old: Was that on -Country Hour"?
Mr H. D. EVANS: Yes, and it was repeated

several times. I do not claim the figures are
accurate, but I raise the matter to make the point
that the marketing methods of rural produce from
this State could well be improved, and that is a
matter of concern to me. The Minister has had
this matter examined previously, and I am sure lie
will have further research carried out.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) 19.47 p.m.): I desire to
make a few remarks in the Address-ina- Reply,
debate. I am rather surprised that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition did not move an
amendment to the Address-in- Reply, as is his
usual form.

Mr H. D. Evans: It is not over yet.
Mr BLAIKIE: I heard a rumour that he would

probably move one.
I offer my congratulations to the new members

of the Legislative Assembly, and I hope they will
recognise the very real responsibility their electors
have placed in them. They must represent their
electors -and also represent the interests of the
State of Western Australia.

Only recently I had the opportunity to visit
Westminster, and I was most impressed with the
standard of the conduct of members. Above all I
was impressed with the decorum of the Mother of
Parliaments. I was impressed to the extent of
being prompted to remark on the deterioration I
have seen in this place since I have been a
member. I believe members of Parliament in this
Chamber have heavy responsibilities, and the
Speaker also has a great responsibility. More
importantly, the Press has a great responsibility.

In this State the Press has failed the public of
Western Australia by not accurately reporting the
antics of members from time to time. I noticed in
England that those proceedings of the Parliament
which are reported in the Press are reported
verbatim and with absolute accuracy. The report
is virtually a Hansard report, and it includes
interjections made, and the actions of members.

This practice places a greater responsibility on
members of the Westminster Parliament; they
know that their actions will be reported in the
English Press.

We have reached a very sad state of affairs in
our Parliament today. Unless all members,
including the high office of Speaker, and the
Press understand the dangers inherent in such a
deterioration of standards, the very institution of
Parliament will be at risk. I am Certain that if the

officers of the Parliament were given the
opportunity to speak, they would confirm that a
deterioration in the decorum of this House has
taken place.

Sir Charles Court: There was a time when the
proceedings of this House were reported verbatim
by the Daily News. The members had a
deputation to the proprietor of that
newspaper-who was also a member of
Parliament-and asked him not to report the time
Parliament rose each evening!

Mr BLAIKIE:. Some of us have been around
Parliament longer than others, Mr Premier:, I am
afraid 1 cannot remember that. Of course, I was
aware that was the case. The decorum of the
House was very important in those days.

I would have expected the Press to carry a more
accurate account of the events on opening day.
The Leader of the Opposition broke with
tradition-as was his right-by speaking to the
Address-in- Reply motion. He told the packed
Public Gallery he was going to give the
Government a "10 minute serve"s regarding its
electoral policies. Some 22 agitated minutes later,
with, everybody in the Public Gallery wishing to
goodness he would keep quiet, the Leader of the
Opposition concluded his remarks. An accurate
report of the events on opening day could well
have included an account of the Leader of' the
Opposition spending a boring 22 minutes trying to
get his message over to the Parliament.

Mr T. H. Jones: I am sure the Public Gallery
enjoyed it.

Mr BLAIKIE: I assure the member for Collie
that while perhaps SO per cent of the people in the
Public Gallery may have -appreciated- the
speech in suffering silence, the other 50 per cent
did not.

An interesting incident took place while I was
at Westminster. A member of Parliament made
certain accusations about bribery and corruption,
accusing certain offlcials of the Rolls Royce
company of accepting bribes. Subsequent
investigations proved his allegations to be
unfounded. Immediately there were strong
editorials in the daily newspapers calling on the
member either to resign or apologise. The general
theme of the editorials was that .the institution of
the Parliament would not stand for that type of
scurrilous unfounded action by members. I am
sure the member for Geraldton, who was with me
at the time, would recall that incident.

I believe that sort of newspaper reporting gives
far more meaning to Parliament by imposing a
greater degree of responsibility on members in
maintaining the decorum of the House.

336



[ Wednesday, 13 August 1980137

Unfortunately, this is not the case in the
Western Australian Parliament. 1 am not
accusing one side or the other; both sides are at
fault from time to time.

M r H-. D. Evans: If you were to pick out all the
offenders, there would not be too many left on
your side.

Mr BLAIKIE: Perhaps, but the same would
apply to the Opposition, I appeal to all members
to accept a greater degree of responsibility in
their behaviour in this place.

Mr Rushton: What do you think of the
decorum of the member for Canning?

Mr BLAlKIE: Parliament is the last bastion of
the people and we, as members of Parliament,
have a responsibility to represent the people as
best we can.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I draw the
attention of members generally to the fact that it
is quite out of order and against the traditions of
this House to interject when one is out of one's
seat.

Mr BLAIKIE: I believe most members find
quite distasteful and sad practices which have
been allowed to creep in to this Chamber over
recent years.

The members of the Press maintain a high
standard of journalism, and I congratulate them
on the excellent work they do. The ideals of a free
Press are of paramount importance.

Mr Cowan: You were criticising them just a
minute ago.

Mr Harman: Why don't you take on your
leader? Why are you not a Minister?

Mr BLAIKIE: Perhaps if the member for
Maylands were a Minister, I might get
somewhere.

I sympathise with members of the Press being
forced to sit through hours of tedium and
boredom. It is understandable they sift through
parliamentary debates in order to report items of
journalistic interest. However, I believe it would
be of benefit if they reported the boring debates
as well as the ones of public interest.

Mr Stephens: If they did that, they would not
sell any newspapers.

Mr BLAlKIE: That may be the case. However,
if they reported even the boring speeches, and the
performance in this place by some members of
Parliament, it is possible some members would
not be re-elected.

Turning to another matter, I believe we should
consider presenting a certificate of office to all
members of Parliament when they are sworn in
for their three-year periods.

Mr T. H. Jones: Would it be gold, or what?

Mr BLAIKIE: No, it need be only a very
simple document.

Mr Shalders: A piece of coal would do for the
member for Collie.

Mr BLAlKIE: These documents become
important as years go by, and I believe my
suggestion should be considered by the Legislative
Assembly.

Earlier today, 1 was delighted to hear the
modified sitting times announced by the Premier.
I also believe the change to the method of
answering questions on notice to be of benefit to
all members; we will now have the opportunity to
ask more questions without notice, thus making
question time far more meaningful. rhese are the
sorts of modifications and improvements which
help the system of Parliament, and I congratulate
the Government for its initiative.

The Standing Orders Committee should have a
close look at the possibility of reducing the time
allowed for individual speeches. I believe 45
minutes is too long; if a member cannot get across
his message in 20 minutes, he should be better
prepared, because it results only in tedious
repetition and takes up a lot of the time of the
Parliament.

Mr T. H. Jones: Are you going to set an
example tonight?

Mr BLAlKIE: Recently, while in the Eastern
States, I took the opportunity to follow up a
subject in which I have been interested for a
number of years; namely, the production of ultra
heat treated milk. 1 did not want to upset the
member for Collie by not raising this matter
tonight. Those members who were in the
Parliament last year will recall I made a speech
on this subject. I believe the introduction of this
product into Western Australia will be very
important. I am still appalled that none of the
manufacturing companies within the State have
shown any initiative or been given any incentive to
become involved.

The challenge I gave last year is the challenge I
give today. The production of UHT milk is a
process in which the dairy industry should become
involved. As long as Western Australia stays
away from this type of product, it will be brought
in from the Eastern States.

I saw an interesting project at Leongatha in
Victoria. That was owned the Murray-Goul[bourn
company. I understand a $5 million plant has just
been installed and it will be commmissioned very
soon. In Sydney I saw a similar plant. It is rather
interesting that one can buy a package of UHT
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milk from other States, yet the dairy industry in
this State refuses to be involved in its production.

Last year I had a number of samples of UHT
milk which I brought into the House with me. I
can assure members they will not miss out on
such a sample tonight. I have here a further
sample. If any member would like to try some of
this product. I would welcome it. My very good
friends of the Press, whom I hope I have not
upset, are also welcome to try it. This carton has
now been sitting in a drawer in my office for over
12 months. The date stamp on this product is "10
July 1979", so the product is almost two years
old. I can ass 'ure members it is not a bad product
and it still tastes well. As a matter of fact, I tried
it on the member for Warren earlier, and I am
delighted to see he is still hale and hearty, and
looking remarkably well.

Mr T. H. Jones: What about you proposing the
toast?

Mr BLAIKIE: I am delighted that the Minister
for Education -and Minister for Cultural Affairs is
having a sample. If members give him an
opportunity he might interject and tell us how he
found it.

Mr Grayden: Very nice.
Mr BLAIKiE: Here is a product that is now

more than two years old. Its keeping qualities are
superb. It has been kept totally unrefrigerated.

One can buy this product in Western Australia,
but it is produced in Queensland. It is very sad
that Western Australian processors are not
involved with this product.

Mr Davies: I think you gave me a sample of
custard last year, and it was delicious.

Mr BLAlKIE: If one of the attendants could
come to me, I could give the Leader of the
Opposition-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask the member
not to sidetrack to a great extent by way of giving
out samples to members.

Mr H-arman: All we know is from the sample
that the member for South Perth had. If we want
to take the word of the member for South Perth-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Harman: On other occasions we would have

to conclude that the drink is of a certain quality.
Mr BLAIKIE: I wanted to ensure that the

Leader of the Opposition had a sample so he
could try it. I believe he would find it of similar
quality to the custard he had last year.

While I was in Wales, I visited a plant which
was conducted by the-

Mr Harman interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not sure
whether the drink that is causing discussion is
milk; but I ask the member for Vasse to resume
his speech.

Mr BLAIKIE: I continue by saying-
Mr Harman: Mr Deputy Speaker, why should

the member for South Perth have the opportunity
to say that it is very nice and no-one else has had
the opportunity?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr H-arman: When you know the record of the

member for South Perth-
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I call the

member for Maylands to order. You have made
your point clearly on more than one occasion. We
can all hear you clearly. I ask you to desist from
your continual interjections. The member for
Vasse.

Mr BLAIKIE: While I was in Wales recently, I
had an opportunity to inspect a milk plant. That
plant was situated in Cardiff; and I visited it in
company with the member for Geraldton and the
member for Roe. An interesting factor was that
that plant was operated in Wales by the Irish
Milk Board. If members will desist from their
laughter, they will learn the story becomes even
better. Not only was this plant in Wales operated
by the Irish Milk Board, but also I discovered to
my amusement that the UHI-T process being used
was producing UHT ice cream for Denmark.
That is most interesting when one talks of taking
coals to Newcastle. Denmark is one of the
principal dairying countries in the world. When
there is marketing and technology such as that, it
places further emphasis on the argument I raise
that the UHT process is something in which the
Western Australian processors should be involved.
I give great credit to the Irish Milk Board for its
initiative.

Mr T. H. Jones: What Government is in power,
when they allow that to go on?

A Government member: A conservative
Government.

Mr BLAIKIE: Whilst speaking on the subject
of the dairy industry-

Mr H-arman: I thought I understood why the
member for Vasse was not a Cabinet Minister.
Now I know.

Mr BLAIKIE: A problem that has caused me
Concern relates to the difficulty that people
outside the dairy industry are experiencing in
obtaining registration to be permitted to enter the
industry. The industry is such that in the last 18
months it has virtually become a closed industry.
I know the Dairy Industry Authority has made
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certain policy statements about its need to protect
the industry. I know the authority has recently
said it will allow a limited number of dairy
producers-I think some 16 in total-to obtain
market-milk licences. However, the point I raise is
not related to market-milk licences. It relates to
dairy farmers who wish to produce manufacturing
milk.

A rather crazy situation has developed. One of
my constituents is involved in this. This person is
milking cows, but he is not permitted to sell his
milk to any dairy plant. The milk he produces is
fed either to cows or to pigs. Whatever the
surplus-albeit the whole of it-it is thrown
away. This is at a time when the State is
importing literally tens of millions of dollars
worth of dairy products.

This is an absolutely ludicrous situation. On the
one hand, there is not enough manufacturing milk
being produced in the State. On the other hand,
producers are prevented from entering the
industry because of the restrictions placed on
them. This is a matter that needs to be considered
to allow an expansion of the manufacturing milk
industry.

Previously, there has been some criticism
levelled at the site chosen for the Bunbury oil seed
plant.

Mr Harman: What about the Busselton jetty?
Mr BLAIKIE: I can recall just over 12 months

ago when Bulmer announced it intended to start
an apple juicing plant at CapeL. The 26 July issue
of Elders Weekly contained a Press release from
the Minister (or Industrial Development, part of
which read as follows-

Mr Mensaros said Bulmer was to develop
an apple concentrate plant to initially process
8 000 tonnes of fresh apples annually.

He said discussions had taken place on the
basis for a price structure and the quality of
fruit which would be acceptable for this
operation.

Bulmer had advised it intended, subject to
success in the early stages, to expand the
development to double the volume in as short
a time as possible, depending on raw material
prices and world market prices for apple
juice concentrate.

I believe there is an analogy between the oil seed
plant at Bunbury and the plant that Bulmer
established at Capel. It is very sad that people
picked on the siting of the plant, and their
criticism virtually condemned its operation, which
is what has happened in relation to the Bunbury
operation. There were certainly some Opposition

members who criticised the operation of Bulmer
at Cape[.

Mr Harman: Who are they?
Mr BLAIKIE: Those members are not easy to

find nowadays because Bulmer's operation at
Capel has been so successful. The way the
member has been interjecting one would think he
had spent some time in the bar.

Bulmer's operation has been a credit to the
industry. It is a very sad state of affairs when
members who were Prepared to criticise the
project do not have the fortitude now to pay credit
to what is a most beneficial industry. This
operation has been of great help to agriculturists
in this State.'

Mr T. H. Jones: No-one in the apple areas
criticised it. I did not and nor did the member for
Warren, and we have large apple-growing areas
in our electorates.

Mr BLAIKIE: The member was probably
travelling in the east at the time.

Mr T. H. Jones: I don't travel around like you
do.

Mr BLAIKIE: The member for Warren has
identified himself as being one of the critics.

Mr H. D. Evans: It would have been perfect if
it had been sited 100 miles further south.

Mr BLAIKIE: That is arrant nonsense. One of
the factors that has made the Bulmer operation so
successful is that it has worked in with the George
Western dairy plant at CapeL It has taken up the
slack that occurs in the off season with respect to
the dairy industry. The company's operation has
exceeded all the expectations of the growers.
When normally there would be a surplus of
perhaps 7 000 tonnes of apples which would
otherwise need to be destroyed, these can now be
delivered to the company which pays something
like $80 a tonne for them.

There was a lot of carping criticism about this
operation being in the wrong place and we find
Opposition members are just not prepared to
admit that it has been an outstanding success.
The siting of the plant has proved to be an
outstanding choice. The operation has been
successful to the point that I believe Bulmer will
possibly double the size of the plant. It would then
take up to 20 000 tonnes of apples a year, apples
that would normally have been destroyed.

I supported the site chosen for the plant and I
give credit to the company for the way it has
carried out its operations and honoured its
contracts. It has made a great contribution to
Western Australia and the apple producers in the
State are very pleased.
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My next topic concerns a "C"-class hospital
facility in the Busselton area. Some I8 months
ago the Craig Care organisation received Federal
Government approval to establish a 60-bed "C'-
class hospital. Planning was for an establishment
which would include 100 single and double
ancillary unit accommodation at a cost of $4.5
million. It would have been very similar to a
facility already established at Albany where I
know the member for Albany had concerned
himself with that project. In any case, several
sites were considered and finally one outstanding
area was chosen adjacent to the Busselton
Hospital. The land is owned by the State Housing
Commission. Negotiations commenced with the
SHC, but, unfortunately, over considerable time,
they deteriorated. Although the land had been
valued at a certain figure, the commission was
prepared to sell the land only at a price which was
something like 400 per cent higher-a totally
absurd figure.

This project is vital to the community and the
surrounding districts because the area is a very
important retirement and residential location. In
my wildest dreams I would not believe any
Government would build a hospital to cater for 60
people; so, when we have people with private
capital prepared to establish such a facility, it
behoves the Government to give assistance rather

than to frustrate such attempts. There has been a
good deal of frustration, because for 18 months
the project has had approval, but negotiations,
although very tortuous, are still continuing.

It is appropriate now to congratulate the
Honorary Minister assisting the Minister for
Housing (Mr Laurance) for all that he has
achieved in a very short time. He has undertaken
to negotiate with the Shire of Busselton because
he recognises a real need to have this project
proceed. Hopefully he will be able to find a
solution.

I have received a letter from the Honorary
Minister this evening indicating his intention to
go to Busselton early in September with the
Chairman and senior officers of the SHC to meet
with council officers in an attempt to bring about
a resolve. If such a resolve can be brought about,
this "C"-class accommodation will be one of the
most important projects to commence in my
electorate since I have been a member of this
Parliament. It is important to the electorate of
Vasse and to the State generally. It will
encourage many people to stay in the area and it
will be an important advancement for the district.
I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bateman.
House adjourned at 10.20 p~m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

PRISONS

Juveniles

54. Mr BRYCE, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) How many juveniles were incarcerated
in Western Australian prisons during-

(a) 1978;
(b) 1979.

indicating which prisons were involved?

(2) What is the holding capacity for each of
the detention centres for juvenile
offenders in Western Australia? -

(3) How many juveniles were held in each
detention centre during:

(a) 1978;
(b) 1979?

Mr

(1)
HASSELL replied:

This question is answered in terms of
Financial years rather than calendar
years as this is the standard statistical
period for State Government
Departments.

(a) 1978/79-107.
(b) 1979/80-110.

Prisons involved-Roebourne, Bunbury,
Fremantle, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie,
Broome, Bandyup, Albany, Wyndham,.

(2) Departmental Facility

Bridgewater
Walcott
Longmore Remand
Longmore Assessment
Hillston
Riverbank
Nyandi

Holding
Capacity

107
40
22
60
74
43
20

(3) This question is answered in terms of
financial years rather than calendar
years as this is the standard statistical
period for State Government
Departments.
Departmental Facility 1-778- 1-7-79-

Bridgewater
Walcott
Longmore Remand
Longrnore Assessment
Hillston
Riverbank
Nyandi

30-6- 79
3(a)
524
386

1 664
407
296
302
923

30-6-80
3(b)
544
405

1 657
374
249
328
359

HOUSING: PENSIONERS

Rate Rebates

85. Mr WILSON, to the Treasurer:

Can he say what stage has been reached
in consideration of rate rebates for
pensioners purchasing State Housing
Commission properties under leasehold
conditions and of possible amendments
to the Pensioners (Rates Rebates and
Deferments) Act to make such
pensioners eligible for such rebates?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

As the State Housing Commission
leaseholders under this scheme may
exercise an option to acquire the land
freehold at any timhe at its original cost,
an amendment to the Pensioners (Rates
Rebates and Deferments) Act to afford
these pensioners special treatment, is not
considered warranted. It should also be
noted that pensioners under the scheme
are enabled tcxpay the rates and taxes by
fortnightly instalments included as part
of their leasehold payments.

EDUCATION: SCHOOLS
Resources

97. Mr WILSON, to the Minister
Education:

for

(1) Is he aware of a recently published
national survey which indicated that
primary schools receive fewer resources
per student than secondary schools?

(2) Is it a fact that this is the comparative
situation in Government secondary and
primary schools in Western Australia?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), what action is the
Government taking to overcome any
such discrepancy?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) It is presumed that the reference is to
the recent survey conducted by the
Australian Teachers' Federation. Some
preliminary figures have been made
available through the Schools
Commission but a published report has
not as yet been received.
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(2) and (3) There are differences between
the per capita cost of primary and
secondary students in every State.
Specialist teaching for secondary school
students, especially in Years I I and 12,
is a contributing factor. This difference
in cost is recognized by the Schools
Commission which has different per
capita allocations for primary and
secondary pupils.

EDUCATION: SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS

AND HIGH

Career Counselling
98. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for

Education:
(1) Is he aware of a recently published

national survey which showed that
secondary students receive on an
average only three quarters of an hour
each year of career counselling and that
primary students receive effectively no
career counselling?

(2) What specific new initiatives is the
Government taking to improve the level
of career counselling available in-
(a) secondary;, and
(b) primary

schools in Western Australia?
(3) What are the numbers of Cull time staff

employed by the department specialising
in career counselling?

(4) What specialised training have these
staff members undergone?

(5) To which schools are they currently
appointed?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) The national survey undertaken by the

Australian Teachers' Federation has not
been widely distributed but the
Education Department is aware of the
statistic quoted. It should be pointed out
that this figure is based on national
averages and does not purport to reflect
the position in this State.

(2) to (5) The term "career counselling" is
often used to describe the actual amount
of time spent by a student in individual
consultation with a careers counsellor.
This is only a small part of the total
career preparation undertaken in
Western Australian Government
schools.

Unlike some other Australian States,
career education in Western Australian
schools pervades the school curriculum
and is not a separate area serviced by a
specific staff member. Elements of
career education arc contained in
various subject syllabuses and through
many of the pastoral care programmes
provided in schools. In addition, 170
guidance officers, 59 careers advisers
and 74 youth education officers are
involved in various aspects of career
education. All students in secondary
schools have access to career guidance
through guidance officers or career
advisers.

HOUSING
Applicants: Waiting Lists

99. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) What is the current state of the waiting
lists for those listed for wait turn
assistance for-
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(8)
(h)

6i)

pensioner units;
two bedroom flats;
two bedroom duplexes;
two bedroom houses;
three bedroom flats;
three bedroom townhouses;
three bedroom duplexes;
three bedroom houses;
four bedroom houses;
five bedroom houses;

in (i) the metropolitan;
(ii) the non-metropolitan areas;

and
(iii) what is the date of allocation

reached in each case?
(2) What is the current state of the waiting

lists for those listed for emergent
assistance for-
(a) pensioner units;
(b) two bedroom flats;
(c) two bedroom duplexes;
(d) two bedroom houses;
(e) three bedroom flats;
(f) three bedroom townhouses;
(g) three bedroom duplexes;
(hi) three bedroom houses;
(i) four bedroom houses;
(5) five bedroom houses,
in (i) the metropolitan;
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(ii) the non-metropolitan areas;
and

(iii) what is the date of allocation
reached in eacb case?

(3) In what sense does he consider this
situation to be satisfactory?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
(1) The information in the detail requested

is not readily available and to obtain it
would require the diversion of man-
power resources from normal duties.
The following information is available:
(a) (i) 915 applicants

(ii) 687 applicants
(b to d) (i) 1549 applicants

(ii) 742 applicants
(e to h) (i) 691 applicants

(ii) 514 applicants
(i) (i) 138 applicants

(ii) 65 applicants
(j) (i) 3 applicants

(ii) 2 applicants
Note: The above figures exclude tenants

already housed but listed for
transfer.
(iii) Allocations vary in accordance

with the degree of preference
for type of housing and
location exercised by the
applicant.
Allocation dates, metropolitan
area, are:
(a) Pensionrs-6 months to 3

years
(b) 2 & 3 bedroom

units-Immediate to 18
months

(c) 4 & 5 bedroom
units-immediate to 2
years.

Allocationi dates in the various
country towns similarly vary
from immediate upwards to
two or three years depending
upon demand and availability
of resources.

(2) (a) (i) 39
(ii) I

(b tod) (i) 44
(ii) 2

(e to h) (i) 34
(ii) I

(i) (i) 25
(ii) 0

r)(i) 2

(ii) 0
(iii) Waiting periods for applicants

granted emergency status
depends upon the particular
special needs of the applicant,
the degree of preference and
the availability of housing.
The waiting periods in the
Metropolitan Perth area in the
following categories vary from:

(a) Pensioners-Immediate to
3 months

(b) 2 & 3 bedroom
units-immediate to six
weeks

(c) 4 & 5 bedroom units-Up
to 3 months.

In non-metropolitan Perth
areas waiting periods by
applicants with emergency
status will vary from
immediate upwards depending
upon the special or particular
needs of the applicant and the
availability of vacant housing.

(3) In the Metropolitan Perth Area the
housing position is very satisfactory
when pensioners and families in an
emergent circumstance can be housed
without undue delay.
Similarly, in the provincial towns and
small country centres housing is readily
available. The commission has also been
able to reduce waiting times of
applicants in the north west towns in

the main to 9 to 12 months, and this is
the most satisfactory situation achieved
in the recent years of industrial and
other expansion.

HOUSING: FLATS

Electricity Accounts

100. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) When did the State Housing
Commission transfer its responsibility
for the connection and charging of
electricity for tenants in its apartments,
to the State Energy Commission?

(2) For what period of time had the
commission assumed this responsibility
and what was the basis for the change in
policy?
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(3) Are there hardships for low income
families in terms of greatly increased
electricity costs which may have resulted
from this change in policy?

(4) If "Yes" to (3). what amelioratory
measures are being considered to
overcome the hardships resulting from
this change in policy?

Mr

(I)

LAURANCE replied:

and (2) At a Cabinet Meeting on
lB October, 1971 the then Government
decided that the metering and billing
and collection of electricity and gas
accounts from tenants of State Housing
Commission multi-unit dwellings should
be the responsibility of the State Energy
Commission.

The change-over date of I April I1972
was adopted and prior to this date the
commission was responsible for the
payment of bulk-usage, charging the
individual consumer and collection of
these charges. The Government took the
view-point that the supplier should
accept the responsibilty for the direct
billing of the user.

This has not meant a sudden and
complete change-over on behalf of the
commission, but on a programmed basis
subject to availability of funds and
resources for the alteration of the
present metering system.

(3) There has been no change to electricity
costs other than the variations
introduced by the State Energy
Commission.

(4) Not applicable.

HEALTH: NOISE

Infrequeni

101. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Are frequent complaints received by
local government authorities about
infrequent noise, such as loud music
from stereo systems, power tools and
noisy house parties?

(2 ) Are difficulties encountered by such
authorities in taking action in such cases
because the current provisions of the
Noise Abatement Act only allow for
action in respect of on going noise?

(3) What plans, if any, does the
Government have to enable action to be
taken more easily in cases of infrequent
noise and when may the public expect
such measures to be gazetted?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.

(3) It is proposed to submit appropriate
amendments to the Noise Abatement
Act to Parliament during this session.

TRANSPORT

Beer

102. Mr COWAN, to the
Transport:

Minister for

What is the freight charge on a per
tonne basis for the transport of beer
from-
(a) Perth to Carnarvon;
(b) Perth to Geraldton;
(c) Perth to Esperance;
(d) Perth to Kalgoorlie?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(a) I am advised the charge for road

transport of beer from Perth to
Carnarvon by the two licensed
operators ranges from $40.75 to
$60.00 per tonne dependent on
quantity of consignment.

Westrail freight charges are:-
(b) Perth-Ajeraldton-$5 1. 10 per

tonne
(c) Perth-Esperance-$69.30 per

tonne
(d) Perth-West Kalgoorlie-$59.90

per tonne

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS,
AUTHORITIES, AND COMMITTEES

Creation since January 1980

103. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(1) How many new departments, boards,
authorities, institutes, committees, or
any other new organisation with State
Government involvement have been set
up since I January 1980?

(2) How many organisations as described in
part (I) were promised in Liberal Policy
1980-83?
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) and (2) The information requested by
the Leader of the Opposition is being
collated and a considered reply will be
provided in due course.

Clarification will also be sought from
the Leader of the Opposition about his
reference to "committees" and the
extent to which he intends this to apply.

PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
ACT

Commit tee of Review

104. Mr DAVIES, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) Who are the members of the committee
to review the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act?

(2) What are the committee's terms of
reference?

(3) How many times has the committee
met?

(4)
(5)

Do its members receive payment?
If so, on what basis?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) Dr T. W. Edwards, Australian
Veterinary Association
Mr W. V. Cater, General Secretary,
Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals
Scrgeant K. G. Porter, Police
Department
Mr V. McFarlane, Chief Secretary's
Department
Mr J. Craig, Assistant Director.
Department of Agriculture.

(2) To review the existing Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act and report on a
submission from the Royal Society for
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

(3) Although a formal meeting has yet to be
held, the Chief Secretary's Department
has contacted more than a dozen
organisations closely involved with the
operations of the existing Act seeking
comment on the submission from the
RSPCA

(4)
(5)

No.
Answered by (4) above.

RECREATION

Institute of Sport

105. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Cultural
Affairs and Recreation:

(1) How many times has the 12 member
advisory board of the institute of sport
met?

(2) Does the institute of sport receive
Government funding?

(3) Do the advisory board members receive
payment?

(4) If so, on what basis?
(5) What are the advisory board's terms of

reference?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(I)
(2)

Five.
The institute is a branch of the
Department for Youth, Sport and
Recreation, and is funded accordingly.

(3) and (4) Advisory board members are
entitled to allowances applicable to
Government Boards, Committees,
Trusts, etc., as approved by Cabinet.

(5) Principle terms of reference:

(a) The board's major area of concern
is the development and promotion
of sport in Western Australia with
initial emphasis being placed upon
programmes of sport education and
research.

(b) The board will prepare policy
recommendations on the
development and promotion of sport
in Western Australia for submission
to the Youth, Sport and Recreation
Advisory Committee.

(c) The board will also advise the
Youth. Sport and Recreation
Advisory Committee on matters
referred to it by that committee.

(d) Within the policies approved by the
Department for Youth, Sport and
Recreation, the board will assist in
co-ordinating the activities of the
Western Australian Institute of
Sport through the Director and
with the approval of the Youth,
Sport and Recreation Advisory
Committee.
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE
DISABLED

Committee

106. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(1) Who are the members of the WA
committee for the international year of
the disabled?

(2) What are this committee's terms of
reference?

(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)

How many times has it met?
Do its members receive payment?
If so, on what basis?
How much has the Western Australian
Government contributed for the
international year of the disabled in the
year 1979-80?

Sir CHiARLES COURT replied:

(1) A full list of the international year of
disabled persons committee members is
supplied at the conclusion of the answer.

(2) The terms of reference of the committee
are-

(a) To plan and co-ordinate activities
for the International Year of
Disabled Persons 1981.

(b) To promote full participation of
disabled persons in community life.

(c) To mobilise existing resources
within the community in the year's
activities.

(d) To encourage task-orientated
projects which involve disabled and
able-bodied people working
together to achieve common goals.

(e) To secure the right to equal access
to opportunity.

(f) To encourage and support
innovative or self-help projects,
activities which generate on-going
action after 198 1, and projects with
a publicity component.

(g) To invite applications for project
funding.

(h) To liaise with Federal and local
committees.

(3) The committee has met on six occasions.
(4) No.
(5) Not applicable.

(6) $140 000, which includes $50 000 for
special research projects. Resources will
also be provided by Western Australian
Government departments and agencies
from time to time. In addition, $50 000
has been made available by the
Commonwealth.

International Year of Disabled Persons 1981
Members of the Committee appointed by

The Hon. Minister for Health, Mr R. L. Young,
M.L.A., Perth, Western Australia

to plan projects for 1981
Sir George Bedbrook-Chairman. Senior

Spinal Surgeon, Royal Perth (Rehab.)
Hospital.

Mr F. C. Barrow-Deputy Executive
Director, Good Samaritan Industries.

Mr J. Booth-Senior Social Work
Supervisor, Metropolitan Division,
Community Welfare Department.

DT K. J. M. Carruthers (Deputy: Dr F.
Quadros)-A/ Deputy Commissioner of
Public Health, Department of Health
and Medical Services.

Mr P. Cook-Secretary, Trades and Labor
Council.

Mr D. Coultas-Assistant Manager
(Accounting), Rural & Industries Bank.

Mr D. Dorricott-Executive Director,
Paraplegi c/ Quad ripl egic Association.

Dr G, Hamilton (Deputy: Mr E.
Co>cks)-Physician/Superintendent,
Division for the Intellectually
Handicapped Division of the Mental
Health Services.

Mrs D. R. Haywood (Deputy: Mrs W.
Folvig)-Secretary, Country Women's
Association.

Mr W. Harwood-Director, Good Samaritan
Industries.

Father B. H ickey-Di rector, Catholic Centre
Care.

Dr R. Joyner-Acting Assistant Principal
Medical Officer, Department of Health
and Medical Services.

Mr R. D. Mahar-Senior Assistant Director
(Community and Social Welfare),
Department of Social Security.

Mrs Catherine Martin-journalist, West
Australian Newpaper.

Dr N. Ormond-Assistant Medical
Superintendent, Royal Perth (Rehab.)
Hospital.
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Mr C. O'Doherty-Acting Chief Health
Education Officer Health Education
Unit, Department of Health and
Medical Services.

Mr D. Roennfeldt (Deputy: Mr J.
Huelin)-United Nations Association of
Australia (Western Australian
Division).

Dr James Watson-General Practitioner.
Mr L. Walter-President, Slow Learning

Childrens' Group.
Mrt Reg Willis-President, Perth Chamber

of Commerce.
Mr A. J. Smith-Executive Officer to the

Committee, Department of Health &
Medical Services.

M r B. Lefort-Secretary to the Committee.

COMMUNITY WELFARE

Family Policy
107. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister

Commhunity Welfare:
for

(1) Who are the members of the advisory
committee to develop a family policy for
Western, Australia?

(2) What are the committee's terms of
reference?

(3) How many times has it met?
(4) Do its members receive payment?
(5) If so, on what basis?
Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) The composition of the advisory

committee has not yet been Finally
determined.

(2) Final terms of reference are in the
process of being considered by me.

(3) Not relevant.
(4) No final decision has yet been made.
(5) Not relevant.

EDUCATION TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Rockingham
108. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) Who are the members of the committee
to advise the new Rockingham
Technical College on the needs of local
industry?

(2) What are the committee's terms of
reference?

(3)
(4)
(5)
Mr

(I)

How many times has it met?
Do its members receive payment?
If so, on what basis?

GRAYDEN replied:
Mrs M. C. Hatch
Mrs K. Brown
Mrs A. Stanton
Messrs L. Smith

G. Verbeek
N. Mills
B. Johnson
N. Mathews
P. Garnett
K. Martin
A. Scott
D. J. Head
F. J. Baker
T. Potter
J. Gorrell

(2) The committee is constituted by the
Minister under the provisions of
regulation 256 of the Education Act. Its
Function is to Foster technical education
in the region served by the college and to
advise the Assistant Director-General of
Education (Technical) concerning
classes or courses to be conducted by the
college having regard to the needs of the
area. In particular, the committee may
make recommendations in respect of-
(a) the establishment of courses,
(b) classes and attendance therein,
(c) equipment,
(d) such other general matters of

development as are necessary to
ensure that the college meets the
requirements of the area.

(3)
(4)
(5)

Twice.
No.
Not applicable.

EDUCATION
Achievement Certificate

109. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Who are the members for the committee
of enquiry into the achievement
certificate?

(2) What are the committee's terms of
reference?

(3) How many times has it met?
(4) Do its members receive payment?
(5) I f so, on what basis?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Professor T. A. Priest-Chairman of
Professional Board, University of W.A.
Dr. D. Mossenson-Director-General of
Education
Mr A, P. Latham-Principal,
Churchiands Senior High School
Mr P. Pearson-Director, Executive
Staff Appointments, Management
Mr C. J. McCubbing-State Manager
for W.A., A.Th.Z. Bank (Consultants)
Mrs P. Smeeton- Formerly President of
the Country Women's Association
Mr E. B. Bingley-President, W.A.
Council of State School Organisations
Mr i. R. Maisey-Chairman of the
Education Committee of the State
School Teachers' Union
Mr B. R. Scott-Education Officer, The
Confederation of Western Australian
Industry (I nc.)
Mr K. D. O'Sul liva n-Hecad master, St.
Norbert's College
Mrs E. Synott-Deputy Principal,
Methodist Ladies' College, Claremont

(2) (1) To act as a steering committee
overviewing the following
investigations to be undertaken by
the research branch of the
Education Department.

(a) An analysis of the board of
Secondary Education
comparability test scores of
1979 students, including a
comparison between these
objcctive test results and the
results of earlier populations of
students undertaking the same
tests.

(b) An objective test study of the
literacy and numeracy
performance of fourteen year
olds with, if possible,
comparisons with the results of
similar testing in the past. It
may be necessary to
incorporate this part of ihe
study with ACER testing, or
to establish a base line at this
stage which would mean the
identification of trends would
necessarily be delayed to
subsequent testing.

(2) To accept, or modify, or to indicate
its degree of acceptance of the
report which the research branch
will prepare on its activities in the
two areas outlined above.

(3) To report on the policies and
procedures of the Board of
Secondary Education, especially as
they bear on the question of
standards in the basic subjects.

(4) To report on the Departmental and
school practices which relate to
remedial techniques and the
improvement of standards of poorly
performing students,

(5) To issue a report containing
conclusions and/or recom-
mendations.

(3) Four.
(4) N o.
(5) Not applicable.

CREDIT UNIONS
Advisory Committe

110. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(1) Who are the members of the committee
to advise on credit unions?

(2) What are the committee's terms of
reference?

(3) How many times has it met?
(4)
(5)

Do its members receive payment?
If so, on what basis?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Mr T. A. Duke-Chairman and

Registrar of Credit Unions
Mr R. W. Harmer-Solicitor
Mr A. Clark, Mr D. 1. Caldow, Mr D.
G. Hagan-being officers of Credit
U nions

(2) Covered by Section 171 (1) and (2) of
the Credit Union Act 1979

(3) Four times.
(4) Yes.
(5) Chairman-permanent public servant

Members:
$48 pe r hal f d ay meeti ng
$72 per full day meeting

These -are standard rates paid to part-
time members of Government boards.
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TOWN PLANNING
Residential Land Needs

Ill. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(1) Who are the members of the Cabinet
committee to study existing and future
needs for residential land in the
metropolitan region?

(2) How many times has the committee
met?

(3) What are the committee's terms of
reference?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Deputy Premier

Minister for Works

(2)
(3)

Minister for Lands
Minister for Urban Development and
Town Planning
Honorary Minister Assisting the
Minister for Housing.
Twice.
The review will consider and report to
Cabinet on:-
(a) Transactions in the separate areas

of private developers and each of
the Government instrumentalities in
recent years.

(b) The present stock of serviced
land-
(i) in pr 'ivate hands;
(ii) in Government instrumen-

talities
(c) The present stock of land approved

for development-
(i) in private hands
(ii) in Government instrumen-

talities
(d) Plans for the future so far as the

State Government instrumentalities
are concerned.

(e) The needs of the community for the
future-preferably with an
assessment of each of the next five
years.

(F) The demands which are made on
developers by State Government
departments and instrumentalities,
Federal Government departments
and i nstrumenta li ties, and by local
authorities in respect of essential
services.

(g) The problems in respect of official
approvals at both State
Government and local government
level-including problems beyond
those of Town Planning Board,
MRPA-for example, other
Government departments such as
the Metropolitan Water Board,
SEC, and the local authorities.

(h) Any known impediments to
development and actions which
should he taken to speed up the
availability of land and to restrict
the activities of State Government
instrumentalities.

LAND
Agricultural: Release

112. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Lands:

(1) Has an independent land board been set
up to interview candidates for new land
releases and allocate farms?

(2) Who are its members?
(3) Oni what basis are they paid?
Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) and (2) No. A land board as

constituted under Section 135 of the
Land Act is appointed as required to
deal with multiple applications received
for advertised land releases.

(3) Chairman-Full day $80.00
Half day $54.00

Member- Full day $60.00
Half day $40.00

Departmental officers do not receive any
remuneration for sitting on land board.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS
Committee of Inquiry

113. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister representing
the Attorney General:

(1) How many times has the committee of
enquiry into the legal profession met?

(2) Are the members of the committee paid
for sittings?

(3) If so, on what basis?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Five.
No.
Not applicable.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Social Welfare Services

114. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) Who are the members of the committee
appointed to enquire into the provision
of social welfare services by local
government in Western Australia?

(2) What are the committee's terms of
reference?

(3)
(4)

How many times has it met?
Will the committee members receive
payment for their efforts?

TRANSPORT

Handicapped Persons

115. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Who are the members of the sub-
committee appointed to look at the
transport requirements of handicapped
persons?

(2) What are the committee's terms of
reference?

(3) How many times has it met?
(4) Do its members receive payment?
(5) I f so, on what basis?

Mr

(1)
(5) If so, on what basis?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) Mr L. F. O'Meara-Shire of Swan

(Chairman)
Mrs C. Kidston-Australian
Association of Social Workers
Cr. G. L. Kilpatrick-Country Shire
Council's Association
Mr R. D. Mahar-Department of Social
Security
Mr F. L. Robinson-Department for
Community Welfare
Mr J. R. Watson-Department of Local
Government
Cr. S. P. Willmott-Local Government
Association.

(2) To examine and report on-
(i) the extent to which municipalities

in Western Australia presently
provide, or assist with the provision
of, services of a social welfare
nature:

(ii) existing State and Commonwealth
programmes, policies or
arrangements under which financial
assistance may be provided to
municipalities for social welfare
services;

(iii) any deficiencies in the programmes,
policies or arrangements referred to
in (ii) that inhibit, or are likely to
inhibit, the effective delivery of
social welfare services by the
municipalities or the equitable
provision of financial assistance to
municipalities for social welfare
services.

(3)
(4)

(5)

Eleven times.
No.
Answered by (4).

RUSHTON replied:
Full committee-
Mr A. Robinson, General Manager,
MTT (Chairman)
Mr R. J. MacDonald, Planning
Superintendent, MIT
Miss J. Major, Council for Assisting
Disabled Students, WAIT
Miss J. Stewart Association of Social
Workers
Mr F. Dargan, Committee on Access for
the Disabled.
Mr R. Maher, President, Australian
Association df Social Workers, (WA
Branch)
Mr M. Stokes, Marketing Officer,
MiT
Mr S. Hicks, Secretary, MiT
Technical Sub Committee-
Mr. R. J. MacDonald, Planning
Superintendent, MTT (Chairman)
Miss J. Stewart, Association of Social
Workers
Miss J. Major, Council for Assisting
Disabled Students, WAIT
Mr F. Dargan, Committee on Access for
the Disabled
Mr M. Stokes, Marketing Officer,
MTT
Mr T. Lewis, A
Australian Bureau
Mr G. Wibrow,
MUT

~ssistant Supervisor,
of Statistics

Planning Officer,

(2) To investigate and evaluate the
possibility of providing a viable
transport service for the physically
handicapped.

(3) 7. (2 full committee and 5 technical sub
committee).

(4)
(5)

No.
Not applicable.
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EDUCATION

Agricultural

116. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) What are the terms of reference of the
advisory committee on agricultural
education?

(2) How many times has it met?
(3) Do its members receive payment?
(4) I f so, on what basis?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) (a) To identify the future needs of

organizations offering Agricultural
Education at all levels.

(b) To identify areas of Agricultural
Education that are not catered for
by existing organizations.

(c) To explore a possible development
pattern for effective co-ordination
of the organization involved and
facilities available for Agricultural
Education.

(2) Twice.
(3) Sitting fee for five farmer

representatives. No reimbursement for
four Government and educational
institution members.

(4) Advisory committee members are
entitled to allowances applicable to
Government Boards, Committees,
Trusts, etc., as approved by Cabinet.

EDUCATION: SCHOOL CANTEENS

Food Quality

117. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) What are the terms of reference of the
Ministerial committee looking at the
quality of food in school canteens?

(2) How many times has the committee
met?

(3) Do its members receive payment?
(4) If so, on what basis?
Mr G RAYDEN replied:
(1) To investigate the total operation of

canteens in schools and to advise the
Minister on changes which might be
introduced.

(2) Nil. Invitations to participate have been
issued.

(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL COUNCIL

Meetings

t18. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) How many time has the revised Keep
Australia Beautiful Council met?

(2) Do its members receive payment?
(3) If so, on what basis?
Mrs CRAIG replied:

(I)
(2)
(3)

Three.
Only the Chairman receives payment.
The Chairman is paid $3 000 per
annum, plus a $300 expense allowance.

MINING: COAL

Collie Extensions Steering Committee

119. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Mines:

(1) How many times has the Collie
extensions steering committee met?

(2) What are its terms of reference?
(3) Do its members receive payment?
(4) If so, on what basis?
Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Eight.
(2) To plan the development of the School

of Mines Education Centre at Collie.
(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.

TRANSPORT

Freight Committee

120. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister
Transport:

for

(1) Who are the members of the freight
transport committee announced on 16
April 1980?

(2) How many times has it met?
(3) What are its terms of reference?
(4) Do its members receive payment?
(5) If so, on what basis?
Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Mr D. J. Dyson (Chairman)-

Commissioner of Transport
Mr W. 1. McCullough-Commissioner
of Railways
Mr J. North-Farmer-President,
Morawa Shire
Mr K. M. Beaton-Farmer-President.
Yilgarn Shire
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(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

Mr H. Pederick-Pederick Engineering
Pty Ltd, Wagin
Mr R. Douglas-Commercial Manager,
and Chairman's Representative, Shell
Co. Of Aust.
Mr R. L. Cummings-Transport
Operator
Mr T. F. O'Brien-Operations
Manager, Beltway Pty Ltd.
Three times.
The terms of reference of the
committee are-
Present to the Minister for Transport.
through the chairman of the committee,
advice which will assist the Minister and
his agencies in-
(a) Implementation of the new

transport policy in the most
desirable manner, from the point of
view of transport users, transport
suppliers-including employees-
and the community at large.

(b) Determination of the timing and
nature of future stage to be taken in
implementing the policy.

(c) Monitoring the effects of
implementation of the policy.

Yes, except Government employees.
On the basis laid down by the Public
Service Board for members of
Government boards, trusts and
committees, plus travelling expenses
where applicable.

EDUCATION: SCHOOLS AND HIGH
SCHOOLS

Tobacco Smoking
121. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) Who are the members of the
Government committee set up to study
smoking in schools?

(2) How many times has the committee
met?

(3) What are its terms of reference?
(4) Do its members receive payment?
(5) If so, on what basis?
Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(I) No committee has yet been established.
(2) to (5) Not applicable.

MINING

Western Australian Mining and Petroleum
Research Institute

122. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Has the Government taken any steps to
establish the WA Mining and Petroleum
Research Institute?

(2) Have funds been allocated in the 1979-
80 financial year for the institute?

(3) If so, how much?
(4) Have any appointments been made to

the institute?
(5) I f so, to w ha t posit ion s?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) The former Director Of the Geological

Survey Branch within the Mines
Department, Mr J. H-. Lord.

(5) Director-elect.

1 23. This question was withdrawn.

EUTH A NAS IA

Western Australian Voluntary
Society

Euthanasia

124. Mr TRETHOWAN, to the Minister for
Police and Traffic:

(1) Is it a fact that an Organisation known
as the Western Australian Voluntary
Euthanasia Society exists in this State?

(2) If "Yes", can he inform the House of its
objectives?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) Advice has been received that they

consider their main role at this time is as
a law reform group, to lawfully change
or make effective alterations to section
288 of the Criminal Code to allow
effective pain control to be administered,
and that euthanasia be made legally
available.

After investigation, the Police have
concluded on the evidence available to
them at this time, that no unlawful
prodecures are being Followed or
advocated by the society.
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HEA LTH

Nursing A ides

125. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it a fact that the Government intends
to amend the Nurses Act to change the
name of nursing aide to State enrolled
nurse?

(2) If "Yes", when does the Government
propose to introduce the amendment?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) It is proposed to submit an appropriate

amendment to the Nurses Act to
Parliament during this session.

ABATTOIR

Pig: Onangara Mound Area

126. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Has the Shire of Wanneroc given
approval to the siting of a new pig
abattoir on top of the Gnangara mound
underground water area?

(2) Has approval also been given by the
Public Health Department, Department
of Conservation and Environment,
Metropolitan Water Board and the
Town Planning Authority?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) and (2) No.

HEALTH: BREAST MILK

Dicidrin

127. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Health:

Will he release the results of an
investigation by the Department of
Health into findings of the pesticide
dieldrin in breast milk in Western
Australia?

Mr YOUNG replied:
The Department of Health and Medical
Services has received the results of a
preliminary survey of pesticides in
breast milk from Mr C. 1. Stacey,
Lecturer in Chemistry at the Western
Australian Institute of Technology.
These results are being studied and

compared with previous findings in this
State and relevant scientific literature
from elsewhere in the world. The results
and their significance will be discussed
with Mr Stacey before a detailed public
comment is issued. However, I am
advised that the results do not give any
immediate grounds for concern. I have
written to Mr Stacey and agreed with
him that there is no reason to change
our accepted policy of encouraging
breast feeding.

PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
ACT

Committee of Review

128. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) Has the committee set up to review the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
suggested any possible amendments?

(2) If so, what are they?
(3) Has Cabinet made any decisions on the

amendments?
Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) No. The committee established by the

Chief Secretary has circulated to
associated organisations the
amendments proposed by the Royal
Society for Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act and is awaiting replies.

(2) and (3) Answered by (I ).

SOIL FERTILITY RESEARCH FUND

Details

129. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Who are the trustees of the Western
Australian soil fertility research fund?

(2) How much has the fund allocated for
research projects this year?

(3) What was the balance of the fund at the
end of this financial year?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Messrs B. Hewitt

T. J. Flugge
G. N. Growden
H. S. Whittington
W. J. R. Boyd
R. J. Hesford.

(2) $22 334.
(3) The audited balance for 1978-79 was

$227 182.

(12)
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FU EL AN D EN ERG Y: GAS

Liquid Petroleum: Subsidy

130. Mr McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Resources Development:

(1) Is it a fact that in a press report (Great
South News 23 April 1980) it was
stated that domestic consumers of
liquefied petroleum gas had to register
with their retail supplier to get the
Federal Government's special LPG
subsidy?

(2) Does domestic consumers include
householders?

(3) If "Yes" to (1) and (2), when is it
proposed that these regulations will be
applied?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(I) 1 am unaware of such a press report.

However, there is no requirement for
domestic consumers to register in order
to receive the $80 a tonne Government
subsidy on LPG used for household
purposes.

(2) and (3) Not applicable.

RAILWAYS

Loans and Long-term Liability Advances

131. Mr McPHARLIN, 1o the Minister for
Transport:

(1) In the report of the Auditor-General for
the year ended 30 June 1979, under the
heading of -Government Railways", on
page 255, it shows on the Balance Sheet:
Funds provided by the State-

General Loan
Fund-(3) $204 297 665

Under Long Term Liabilities-
Advances by the

Commonwealth (8) $39 195 461
Loans Public and

Private-(9) $14 425 882
Advances by

Clients-(l0) $8 361 626
Debcntures-(l 1) $229 374

What was the amount of each loan in
the General Loan Fund, and for what
purpose was it used?

(2) What was the amount of each. advance
under Long Term Liabilities by-

(a) the Commonwealth;

(b) loans public and private;

(c) advances by clients,

and for what purpose was each amount
applied?

(3) Who are the debenture holders?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) Advances to the WAGR from the
General Loan Fund have always been
provided by the State from its pool of
loan funds, raised by the
Commonwealth on the State's behalf.

It is not practicable to assign specific
loan raisings to individual authorities
from the pool of funds in the General
Loan Fund account nor is it practicable
to identify the purpose for which the
loans were advanced.

(2) (a) An advance From the
Commonwealth of $60 551 171 was
for the purpose of standardisation
of gauge between Kalgoorlie and
Kwinana. Repayments of
$21 355 710 have reduced the
advance to 139 19 5 46 1.

(b) In February 1979 a loan of $13.0
million was raised by public
subscription and $1.5 million by
private treaty. Repayments amount
to $74 118. Both loans were raised
For the purpose of upgrading the
standard gauge railway between
Koolyanobbing and Kwinana.

(c) This question relates to special
agreements made with clients and
in accordance with normal business
ethics their confidentiality must be
preserved. The advances were for
the construction and upgrading of
track and construction of wagons.

(3) Former shareholders of the Midland
Railway Company of WA Ltd and
issued in accordance with the Midland
Railway Company of Western Australia
Limited Acquisition Agreement Act
1963.
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SMALL BUSINESS SERVICES PTY LTD

Establishment

132. Mr SODEMAN. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

(1) Within the revised small business service
as announced by the Premier on 4 July,
what provision has been made for
representation from country areas on the
board of directors?

(2) How will the service be provided to
country areas?

(3) When is it expected that the new board
will be appointed and begin its
operations?

(4) In particular, will an officer or the small
business service of the Department of
Industrial Development and Commerce
be located in the Pilbara to assist small
business in the region?

M r

(1)

MacKINNON replied:
The board of directors has been selected
with consideration given to country
representation. The board will consist of
members selected after consultation with
the various organisations as follows-

Chairman-Minister's appointee
Australian Institute of
Management
Perth Chamber of Commerce
Federated Chambers of Commerce
(Country representative)
Farm Machinery Dealers Assoc.
(Country representative)
Confederation of WA Industry
Retail Grocers & Storekeepers
Association
Education Department (Technical
Education Division)
Department of Industrial
Development and Commerce

(2) Until the new board as outlined above
has been appointed and reviewed the
needs of country services contact can be
either direct by reverse charge phone
call or through the following:
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The board will however be directed to
look to private agencies through whom
their services can be administered. The
majority of actual counselling will be
provided by the strengthened Small
Business Service counsellors during
regular country visits.

(3) It is anticipated that the new board will
be appointed within the next month and
begin operation as soon as the structure
of the new Small Business Service is
finalised by the Crown Law
Department.

(4) The appointment of a Department of
Industrial Development and Commerce
Regional Officer in the Pilbara is high
on our list of priorities but it is not
envisaged that a counsellor from the
Small Business Service will be resident
in the area until such time as the need
can be demonstrated.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Incentives Prosgrammne

133. Mr SODEMAN, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

(1) The Government recently announced a
revised incentives programme for
industry: What are the key incentives
designed specifically for industry in
regional areas?

(2) When is it anticipated that these
incentives will be in operation?

Mr MacKINNON replied:
(1) The key incentive is a capital grant

scheme for established industries which
conform to an amended definition of an
industry and limited to a maximum of
$60 000 to any individual applicant.
This form of assistance will substitute
for the previous schemes of payroll tax
rebates, freight and interest subsidies.
Existing agreements on the old scheme
will continue until extinguished.

The applicant can elect to receive the
assistance over a three year period,
subject to annual review or by a lump
sum capital grant calculated to present
day values.
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Where the grant is to provide funding
for land, buildings or plant and
equipment for diversification it will be
calculated to be I5 per cent of the total
investment subject to the maximum
prescribed above.
In addition, where a demand for factory
premises can be demonstrated and the
private sector does not satisfy that
demand the Industrial Lands
Development Authority will be
requested, on approval by the Minister,
to construct premises on its own land for
lease or where the authority-.does not
own land, to purchase land for that
purpose.
In addition to the new scheme outlined
above industry not able to qualify for
the capital grant scheme will still have
access to the Government guarantee
programme under the revised Industries
(Advances) Act.
To assist the investigation process of
applications a review board will be
established which will assume the role of
recommending to the Minister
applications considered to be worth
helping.
To assist the small industry sector, i.e.
those employing less than 20 employees,
a new residual indemnity scheme Will
be introduced. The basis of this scheme
is that first contact is made to the
applicant's own bank. If, after
investigation by the bank it is considered
that a security shortfall exists but that
the proposal looks viable, application to
the State is made by the applicant and
bank which is then studied by the review
board. Depending on the viability of the
project the State may support the loan
by guaranteeing the security shortfall.
The scheme is designed to assist those
who can show future viability but are
hindered in implementing an expansion
programme by lack of liquid funds.

(2) Before the new scheme can be
implemented certain legislative
procedures must be undertaken such
as-
(1) Repeal the existing Decentralised

Industry Act.
(2) Amend the Industries (Advances)

Act.
These incentives proposals will be
implemented as soon as it is possible to

draft and gain Parliamentary approval
for this legislation.

PRISONS: CANNING VALE

Visitors

134. Mr JAMIESON, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) Have any arrangements been made as
yet with the Metropolitan (Perth)
Passenger Transport Trust or otherwise
for the transportation of visitors to the
Canning Vale detention centre for
remand prisoners?

(2) If no arrangements have as yet been
made, what is the future proposal of the
Government in overcoming the virtual
holding of remand prisoners
incommunicado from their relatives and
friends, unless they have their own
means of transport?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) Discussions have been held between the
Superintendent of the C. W. Campbell
Remand Centre and a Mr Bryson from
the Metropolitan Passenger Transport
Trust regarding the possibility of
providing a bus service for visitors to the
remand centre.
Mr Bryson has indicated that he
considers this proposal to be feasible and
is prepared to provide such a service on
a trial basis. It is envisaged that the
existing Cannington Road bus service
will be extended to reach the remand
centre providing it with two bus services
daily.
The MTT expect to be able to
commence this service in approximately
two weeks time.

(2) The reply to question (1) above covers
the query in this question.

HOSPITAL

Albany Regional

135. Mr H-ODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Does the Government intend to upgrade
Albany Regional Hospital to general
nursing training status?

(2) If so, when?
(3) If not, why not?
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Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) It is not a question of upgrading Albany
Regional Hospital. There are 5 hospital
based schools of nursing for general
nurses and these cater adequately Car
the needs of Western Australia. There
are no proposals, at present, to include
Albany Regional Hospital. If the need
for an additional hospital did arise,
Albany would be a likely choice.

(2) and (3) Not applicable.

HEALTH
Insurance Premiums

136. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

Has he approached the Federal
Government to seek the granting of an
allowable tax deduction for health
insurance premiums?

Mr YOUNG replied:
Yes. I was responsible for raising this
matter with the Commonwealth
Minister for Health on behalf of
Western Australia and all the other
States at the Health Ministers'
Conference held in Sydney in May of
this year.

TRAFFIC: DRIVERS

Negligence: Insurance

137. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) Has his Government given consideration
to introducing a law to make it
compulsory for the drivers of motor
vehicles to insure against claims for
damage to other motor vehicles caused
as the result of negligent driving?

(2) If'"Yes", with what result?
(3) If "No", will it Live this matter

consideration?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) It is considered that the advantages of

such a compulsory scheme in so far as
the majority of the population is
concerned, are insufficient to outweigh
the additional adminstration costs and
other disadvantages.

(3) Not applicable.

ABORIGINES: SACRED SITES

Argyle Sites K 1098 and K)I 100

138. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Cultural
Affairs and Recreation:

(1) Why have the Museum trustees required
over nine weeks from the date of the
report by the Australian Institute of
Aboriginal Studies to consider
protection of sites K1098 and Ki t0o in
the Argyle area?

(2) Can he explain in what matters he found
the 80 page AlAS report prepared by
Dr Nancy Williams and Kingsley
Palmer to be deficient in information on
tbe extent and significance of the sites in
question?

(3) Is it a fact that he has instructed the
trustees to make no decision on sites
K 1098 and Kl1100 until the Aboriginal
Heritage Act has been amended?

(4) Can he advise why the Museum trustees
have seemingly been so tardy in using its
powers under the Aboriginal Heritage
Act to investigate the exact
circumstances of the excavation of sites
K1098 and KI 100 which Dr Crawford
has indicated in a letter to the
traditional owncrs to be sacrcd Sites?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Having considered the Australian
Institute of Aboriginal Studies' report
the trustees decided to seek additional
information. That information is still
being sought. In the meantime
Aboriginal sites in the area are
Protected under Section 17 of the
Aboriginal Heritage Act.

(2) The report is not specific in respect of
the two sites in question.

(3) No.

(4) K1098 and KI]00 were inspected by
Museum officers on 2 and 3 June.
In view, however, of legal action being
taken on behalf of the community, the
trustees delayed further investigation.
On 8 July the trustees were informed
that the action had been withdrawn and
then recommenced inquiries,
particularly from the company. Those
inquiries are continuing. At no time has
Dr Crawford indicated in a letter the
speci fic nature of K 10989 a nd K I tOO.
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EDUCATION: TECHNICAL

Staff

139. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) How many additional staff have been
requested by the Technical Education
Division for 1981 ?

(2) How many will be provided?

M r G RAYDEN replied:

(1) 191.
(2) Not known at present.

CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Art Gallery: Board Mlembers

140. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Cultural
Affairs and Recreation:

(I) Has the Art Gallery Board purchased
works of art for the gallery from any
members of the board in the last Five
years?

(2) What expenses for overseas trips have
been incurred by, or reimbursed to,
members of the Art Gallery Board in
the last five years?

MrGRAYDEN replied:

(1) Yes, after their appraisal by the
professional staff of the Art Gallery and
approval by the Art Gallery Board.

(2) 511 613.90

PASTORAL LEASES

Jennings Report

141. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

What action has been taken on the
recommendation of the Jennings
Report?

Mr OLD replied;

Following extensive discussions with the
Pastoralists' and Graziers' Association,
it is expected that appropriate legislation
will be introduced in this Session of
Parliament.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Employees: Superannuation

142. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Works:

(1) In respect of wages employees of the
Public Works Department, what
eligibility do they have to become
members of the State Government
employees superannuation scheme?

(2) (a) How many such employees are
there; and

(b) how many are members of the
scheme?

(3) On what basis are invitations issued to
join the scheme?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Wages employees of the Public Works

Department are eligible to become
members of the State Government
Employees' Superannuation Scheme if
they are employed in a permanent
capacity, if they choose to join the
scheme and, having done so, if they will
have completed service aggregating
seven (7) years or more at the date of
normal retirement.

(2) (a) The total number of Public Works
Department wages employees as at
30/6/80 was 3 565.

(b) 188.
(3) Employees are not invited to join the

superannuation scheme.

POLICE

Mr Allan Robinson: Allegations

143. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:

(1) Is it a fact that in a book published
recently and written by one Allan
Robinson, it is alleged that there has
been a conspiracy by the police and the
judiciary amongst others to persecute
Mr Robinson?

(2) Is it also a fact that Mr Robinson
makes very serious allegations about the
conduct of a police officer who has now
risen to a very senior rank in the
Western Australian Police Force?

(3) Will he detail the criminal record of Mr
Allan Robinson9

(4) Does his department believe the
allegations made by Mr Robinson to be
based on facts?
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(5) If "No" to (4), will he take action to
defend the honour and integrity of the
individuals and institutions involved
where they may seem to be impugned?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1) and (2) Yes.

(3) As the details of the criminal record of
Mr Robinson may be damaging to him,
can Mr Parker assure me that he has the
consent of Mr Robinson to detail his
criminal record.

(4) No.

(5) The officer concerned and other
individuals mentioned in the book have
sought advice with a view to
commencing action for defamation.

CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Historic Wrecks: Accusations by Mfr Allan
Robinson

144. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Cultural
Affairs and Recreation:

(1) Is it a fact that one Allan Robinson has
made a number of accusations
concerning the level of competence and
integrity of professional officers of the
WA Museum and others associated with
the exploration for, and excavation of,
shipwrecks off the Western Australian
coast?

(2) Does his department believe these
accusations to be based on fact?

(3) If the answer to (2) is "No", in view of
the fact these allegations have gained
considerable publicity, will he take
action to defend the officers concerned?

(4) Will he commission a report detailing
the factual history of the discovery and
preservation of the wrecks, and have it
tabled in the House, and given wide
currency?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(I ) Yes.

(2) No.

(3) Not considered necessary.

(4) Reports on the work of the Museum's
Maritime Archaeology Department are
already available in special publications
produced by the Museum, and in the
Museum's annual reports: the work is
also depicted in Museum displays at the
Fremantle Branch Museum, Finnerty
Street, and the WA Maritime
Museum, Cliff Street, Femnantle.

ROAD

Stanton Road

145. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Does the Main Roads Department
propose to extend Stanton Road to link
up with Fauntleroy Avenue?

(2) If so--

(a) has the Belmont City Council been
consulted;

(b) will he provide details of the
proposal?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) No.
(2) (a) and (h) Answered by (1).

PASTORAL LEASES

Roads: Charge for Use

146. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Lands:

(1) Under the provisions of which Statute or
set of regulations do pastoralists
between Hamelin Pool and Useless Loop
have the authority to charge people for
use of roads in the area?

(2) (a) Has the road between Hamnelin
Pool and Useless Loop been
designated as a public road;

(b) if not, what steps are being taken to
do so?

(3) Is it the Government's intention to
classify significant sections of the
Useless Loop area as a national park?

(4) If the answer to question (3) is "Yes",
will the Minister indicate which pastoral
leases are involved?
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Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) Entry by a member of the public upon a
pastoral lease without the lessee's
permission, other than via a gazetted or
public road would constitute trespass
unless the person concerned could
produce an authorisation under a statute
such as the Mining Act.
There is no statute or regulation
indicating whether a pastoralist can
make a charge for entry onto his
pastoral lease.

(2) (a) and (b) Action is proceeding to
dedicate as a public road that
section between Useless Loop and
the stock route on Hamelin Station.
The remainder has already been
dedicated.

(3) and (4) Although not yet acted upon,
Cabinet has endorsed in principle the
E.P.A. recommendation 9.1.3 in system
9 that

'the Department of Lands and
Surveys be requested that attempts
be made to purchase Carrarang
Station and Tamala Station should
they come on the market, thus
facilitating the reservation of the
land as an A Class reserve for the
purpose of -National Park", vested
in the National Parks Board,
otherwise the land be reserved when
the leases expire, in which case it is
assumed that the lessees will be
paid the value of improvements on
the land."

ELECTORAL

Absentee, Postal, and Section 122A Votes
147. Mr BRYCE, to the Chief Secretary:

In respect of the last State general
election:
(a) how many section 1 22A votes were

applied for;
(h) how many were admitted to the

count;
(c) what was the total number of postal

votes and absentee votes admitted
to the count?

Mr HASSELL replied:
(a) 35 853;
(b) 813;
(c) Postal Votes 13 576

Absent Votes 52 513.

HOUSING: ABORIGINES
Bassendean, Bayswa ter, and Belmont

148. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Further to question 21 of 6 August 1980
relevant to State Housing Commission
premises, how many properties-

(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) outside the metropolitan area,
are reserved for Aboriginal housing
under the grant funded scheme?

(2) Where are such properties located in
respect of-

(a) the Belmont City Council;
(b) the Bayswater Shire Council;
(c) the Bassendean Town Council?

Mr

(1)

LAURANCE replied:

(a) 436;
(b) 1 079.

(2) (a) to (c) It has been a long-standing
policy not to disclose details of property
location occupied by tenants of any
particular ethnic group.

ROAD: BEECHBORO-GOSNELLS
FREEWAY

Land Acquisition
149. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) With regard to proposals to construct
the Beechboro/Gosnells highway in the
Bayswater and Belmont districts, how
many properties have now been
purchased-
(a) in Bayswater;
(b) in Belmont?

(2) How many properties have yet to be
purchased for this project-
(a) in Bayswater;
(b) in Belmont?

(3) What is the estimated cost of the bridge
to be built across the Swan River?

(4) When is it anticipated work will
commence-

(a) on the Belmont section connecting
Great Eastern Highway and
Hardley Road;

(b) the Bayswater section;
(c) the new bridge?
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Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) (a) In the Bayswater a rea 155

individual properties are owned by
the M RD or MRPA.

(b) In the Belmont area 33 individual
properties are owned by the MRD
or MRPA.

(2) (a) and (b,) For the current
Metropolitan Region Scheme
reservation, a further 62 properties
remain to be acquired in Bayswater
and 66 in Belmont.

(3)

(4)

As this bridge has not yet been designed,
no estimate of the cost is available.
(a) to (c) The Government has not yet
adopted a timetable for the construction
of this road.

ROAD
Great Eastern Highway

150, Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What is the estimated number of
vehicles which use Great Eastern
Highway each day-
(a) in the Rivervale Section:
(b) in central Belmont;
(c) in the Redeliffe section?

(2) (a) Has the Government purchased all
property required for the proposed
widening of Great Eastern
Highway in Belmont;

(b) if not, how many properties are yet
to be purchased?

(3) What will be the extent of the widening?
(4) When does the department intend to

proceed with the proposed widening?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) (a) At railway subway-45 000

vehicles per day in 1979.
(b) West of H-ardey Road-24 960

vehicles per day in 1979.
(c) East of' Brearley Avenue-25 1 20

vehicles per day in 1979.
(2) (a) No.

(b) 146 privately owned portions of
land have still to be purchased.

(3) Generally 17 m on the north-west side of
the road between Brighton Road,
Rivervale and Ivy Street, Redcliffe.

(4) The Government has not determined a
timetable for this project.

ROADS
Du rba n Street a nd Sta nton R oad

15 1. M r BRYCE, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it a fact that both Stanton Road and
Durban Street are currently officially
categorised/gazetted as a "blue road"?

(2) What precisely does "blue road" status
mean?

(3) What is the estimated number per day
of vehicles which use each of these
roads?

(4) (a) What was the estimated vehicle
count for these roads/streets in
1975;

(b) what is the anticipated vehicle
count for these roads/streets in
1985?

(5) What is the anticipated maximum width
of Stanton Road and Durban Street?

(6) When is it anticipated that work will
commence on the widening/development
of Stanton Road/Durban Street as
"blue roads"?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) "Blue road" is a common name for a

road reserved as an important regional
road in the Metropolitan Region
Scheme.

(3) Stanton Road carried 5 420 vehicles per
day in 1979. The Main Roads
Department has no count information on
Durban Street.

(4) (a) Stanton Road carried 3 950 vehicles
per day in 1975. The Main Roads
Department has no count
information on Durban Street.

(b) No estimates are available.
(5) The construction standards and timing

are a matter for the Belmont City
Council.

(6) Answered by (5).

ROADS
Belvedere Street, Epsom Avenue, and Hardey

Road

152. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) When the Main Roads Department
made the decision to redirect Hardey
Road traffic along Belvedere Street and
Epsom Avenue, why was not the
Belmont City Council consulted?

361



362 [ASSEMBLYJ

(2) Is he aware of the traffic hazards and
general disruption which resulted from
this decision to channel heavy traffic
through these streets?

(3) How tong does the Main Roads
Department propose to channel traffic
along Belvedere Street and Epsom
Avenue in this manner?

(4) What stage have plans reached to
provide a right hand turn lane into
Great Eastern Highway for Hardley
Road traffic?

(5) (a) Does the Main Roads Department
propose to mark four lanes on
Hardley Road;

(b) if so, when?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) 1 understand prior to the erection of
signs for the guidance of motorists in the
Belvedere Street route, Belmont City
Council staff were informed.

(2)
(3)

No.
Until the reconstruction of the Great
Eastern Highway/Hardey Road
intersection is completed, which is
expected to be undertaken this financial
year.

(4) Plans should be ready for forwarding to
the Belmont City Council within one
month.

(5) (a) and (b) No.

TRAFFIC: MOTOR VEHICLE NOISE

Ministerial Responsibility

153. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

To which of his Ministers are questions
and representations to be directed on
behalf of constituents whose lives are
being disrupted by "road noise"
problems in the metropolitan area?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

Questions and representations on "road
noise" should be directed as follows-

(a) Individual noisy vehicles to the
Minister for Police and Traffic.

(b) Traffic noise generally and main
road development to the Minister
for Transport.

(c) Noisy road vehicles to the
Minister for Local Government.

(d) Problems in community noise and
the co-ordination of problems
associated with traffic noise to the
Minister for Health, who has
set up a committee to co-ordinate
and integrate Government response
to problems of this kind.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Tradesmen and Apprentices

54. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Works:

(I) Will he detail how many tradesmen are
employed in, and how many apprentices
have been taken to, each of the trades of
painting, plumbing, carpentry and
plastering, in each of-

(a) the Public Works
Maintenance Division;

(b) the Public Works
Architectural Division?

Department

Department

(2) What is the quota for tradesmen in each
of the above trades in both of the above
departments?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) (a) Architectural

Maintenance Branch
Trade Tradesmen

Painting 66
Plumbing 36
Carpentry 71
Plastering 5

(b) Architectural
Construction Branch

Trade Tradesmen
Painting 22
Plumbing 23
Carpentry 91
Plastering 16

Division,

Apprentices
l0
11
14
Nil

Division,

Apprentices
10
15
22
9

(2) There is no quota for tradesmen in each
of the above trades, but the department
endeavours to employ the maximum
number of apprentices.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Maintenance Contracts

155. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Works:

Will he detail the number of
maintenance contracts let by the Public
Works Department to private
contractors, the names of the
contractors, the value of the contracts,
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and the number of apprentices in each
trade indentured to each contractor?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
This information is not recorded in a
form which can be readily recalled
without a considerable amount of
research.

FUEL AND ENERGY: STATE ENERGY
COMMISSION

Agreements: Coal Supply

156. Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) Has the State Energy Commission
entered into agreements with the two
coal mining companies at Collie for the
supply of coal for the 2 x 200 MW units
under stage "C" construction at the
Muja power house, Collie?

(2) If "Yes", will he advise details of the
agreement?

(3) If "No", when will the matter be
determined?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Coal for the Stage 'C' extension will be

covered by the existing long term
contract with the Griffin Coal Mining
Company Limited, which has been in
operation since late 1978.

(3) Not applicable.

EDIBLE OILS

Refinery: Approach to Government

157. Mr DAVIES, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

(1) Who made the first formal approach to
the Government concerning plans For an
edible oil refinery in Western Australia?

(2) When were the approaches made?
(3) Who were the approaches made to?

Mr MacKINNON replied:
(1) A Mr M. C. E. Shannon of Bellevue

Hill, New South Wales who represented
Dr S. Oskar.

(2) 18 July 1977.
(3) Department of Industrial Development.

EDIBLE OILS

Bunbury Refinery: Dr ShriAn Olar

158. Mr DAVIES, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

(1) Did regional development and port
authority officers meet with a
representative of Dr Shrian Oskar in
mid-September 1977 to discuss the
prospects for an edible oil refinery in
Bunbury?

(2) If so, who were the officers concerned
and who was Dr Shrian Oskar's
representative?

(3) Did this representative or another
representative meet with regional
development officers and port authority
officers on other occasions?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), when?
(5) What company did Dr Oskar's

representative claim to represent?

Mr MacKINNON replied:

(I)
(2)

(3)

Yes.
The meeting of 14.9.1977 was
by the South West
Administrator.

arranged
Regional

Present at the meeting were:
Mr M . C. E. Shannon
(Representative of Dr. Oskar)
South West Regional
Administrator
Land Officer-Bunbury Town
Council.
Managing Secretary-Bunbury
Port Authority.
Regional Officer-Bunbury

Yes.
(4) Several meetings were held after 14

September, 1977 until the Bunbury
project was established.

(5) The business card of Mr Shannon, B.Ec.
(Syd) indicated that he was a
representative of Dr. Oskar, London.

ROAD: MITCHELL FREEWAY

Extension

159. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Transport:

How much longer will it be before the
people of Osborne Park, Tuart Hill,
Yokine, lnnaloo, Scarborough and
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elsewhere will be able to use the 4th
stage of the Mitchell Freeway?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
it is proposed to construct Stage 4 over
three years, with the main works
commencing during the 1981/82
financial year.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Elections: Voters

160. Mr BERTRAM, to ihe Minister for Local
Government:
(1) How many-

(a) animate;
(b) inanimate,
local government ratepayers are in this
State and what is the total number of
votes to which each of these classes of
voters are entitled?

(2) How many Western Australians who
pay taxes and thereby contribute to the
funding of local government bodies are
denied any vote at any local government
elections?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) (a) and (b) I presume that the terms,

".animate" and "inanimate", refer to
natural persons and bodies corporate.
Details of ratepayers and municipal
electors are not hel d by my department
and I am unable to supply the
information requested.

(2) Information to answer this question is
not available in my department.
However, as both owners and occupiers
of rateable land are entitled to be
enrolled for local government elections, I
imagine that the majority of taxpayers
would be so qualified.

HEALTH: TOBACCO
Advertising: Monitoring Committee

161. Mr BERTRAM. to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is his department satisfied with the fact
that the committee monitoring the
pushing of drugs through cigarettes-
(a) meets only once each month;,

(b) has given no indication as to when
these monthly meetings will come
to an end?

(2) Has it been estimated that 25 Western
Australians will be killed this week, next
week and every other week this year as a
result of smoking?

(3) If "No" to (2)-how many will die in
each of the said periods who would not
have died if they had not smoked?

(4) (a) in money terms, how much has the
cigarette monitoring committee cost
the taxpayers of this State;

(b) how much more is it expected to
cost the taxpayers of this State: and

(c) how is that cost calculated?

Mr
(I)

YOUNG replied:
The member's use of strange language
does not help to interpret his question
but, if he means the committee on the
Monitoring of Advertising of Tobacco
Products, the answers are-
(a) and (b) Yes.

(2) There have been widely varying
estimates of deaths attributable in some
way to smoking.

(3)

(4)

I do not know.

(a)
(b)
(c)

$2 200.00;
$3 300.00 per annum;
these amounts represent the payout
of sitting fees and an allowance for
expenses to the chairman.

HEALTH: TOBACCO
Advertising: Monitoring Committee

162. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Did he give the Opposition or any
member of it an opportunity to make
any suggestions as to the terms of
reference of the committee monitoring
cigarette advertising?

(2) If "No". why?
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Mr YOUNG replied:

(1)
(2)

No.
The committee was established
following a Government decision and the
terms of reference reflected areas of
common concern.

EDUCATION: SCHOOLS AND HIGH
SCHOOLS

Traffic: Children Conflict

163. Mr WILSON. to the Minister for
Education:

(I) What response has there been to the
submission presented to his predecessor
in office, by the Western Australian
Council of State School Organisations
on traffic/children conflict in the
vicinity of schools in December last year
and the request by the organisation that
the then Minister convene a meeting to
discuss the submission?

(2) What has been the outcome of any
subsequent meetings?

(3) What further action is proposed with
respect to the issues raised in the
Western Australian Council of State
School Organisations submission?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Representatives of the Western

Australian Council of State School
Organisations met with the Minister for
Traffic and the Minister for Education
on l8 June, 1980.

(2) and (3) A further meeting involving all
interested parties will be held on
Wednesday, 27 August, 1980.

(2) Can he confirm or deny that this reflects
the situation with regard to overdue
maintenance needs in Government
schools in Western Australia?

(3) What figures can he quote to indicate
the present position with regard to
overdue maintenance needs in schools in
this State?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(I) I presume the survey referred to is that

conducted by the Australian Teachers'
Federation.

(2) and (3) As the report has not been made
available as yet, it is not possible to
comment on the situation described.

EDUCATION: TECHNICAL
School: Belmont

165. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister
Education:

for

(1) Is it a fact that an English literature
course at the Belmont evening technical
school has been abandoned due to lack
of numbers?

(2) Is it a fact that the class contains seven
students who consistently attend?

(3) What is the minimum number of
consistent student attendances that are
required to maintain a class of this
nature?

(4) What arrangements have been made for
those students who have studied for two
terms and now have had their course
disbanded?

EDUCATION: SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS

AND HIGH

Maintenance
164. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for

Education:
(1) Is he aware of a recently published

national survey which indicates that a
quarter of schools in Australia have
overdue maintenance needs?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) No.

(2) No (Average 6).

(3) 10 First term
8 Second term
6 Third term.

(4) None. Class not yet closed.

365



366 ASSEM BLY]

EDUCATION
Distance Education Authority

166. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is it proposed to establish a distance
education authority within the
Education Department?

(2) Will it use existing resources, or will
additional resources be supplied?

(3) What effect will it have on the technical
extension service, the Western
Australian correspondence school, the
isolated student matriculation scheme
and the itinerant teachers' programme?

(4) Will it affect the working conditions of
existing Education Department staff
involved in correspondence education?

(5) Is it intended to alter the working
conditions of correspondence education
staff in any way?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Largely existing resources.
(3) The W.A. Correspondence School and

the Isolated Students' Matriculation
Scheme will be incorporated into the
new Distance Education Centre together
with the Tertiary Admission
Examination subjects at present offered
through the Technical Extension
Service.

(4) and (5) The staff of the new centre. will
be employed under the conditions which
at present apply to the staff of the
Isolated Students' Matriculation
Scheme.

HOUSING: BUILDING SOCIETIES

Permanent and Terminating: M4anagement Fee

167. Mr JIAMIESON. to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) What is the usual management fee
charged by permanent building societies
in this State?

(2) Has he any control over such charges?
(3) Does he have any information as to

whether any State of the
Commonwealth has legislation giving a
Minister power to approve such
charges?

(4) What is the usual management fee
charged by the terminating building
societies?

(5) How long have management fees been
charged by building societies?

(6) If he has no authority to approve the
management fees, is the Government
contemplating legislation to include such
authority?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
(1) Permanent building societies do not

charge an actual management fee.
They are mutual co-operative
organisations which are required to
strike an operating surplus to satisfy the
Statutory reserve requirement of section
42 of the Building Societies Act 1976-
1978.

(2) Only in the case of terminating building
societies.

(3) No.
(4) Terminating building societies are

permitted to charge a maximum
management fee of six cents per $ 100.00
loan unit per month which for
practicable purposes may be referred to
as a I per cent interest charge.

(5) Management Fees have been charged by
terminating building societies since
their inception in 1956.

(6) No.

HOUSING

Denham

168. Mr JAM IESON, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) How long is it since the State Housing
Commission built in Denham?

(2) Is there any current plan to build more
State Housing Commission homes at
Denham?

(3) (a) Has the commission any current
applications for homes at Denham;

(b) if so, how many, and
(c) what has been the maximum

waiting period?
Mr LAURANCE replied:
(1l 1965.

(3)
No.
Seven applications from Aboriginal folk
are held, one of which is a pensioner
living with relatives.

A vacant three bedroom house was
offered to these applicants in February
1980, each of whom declined the offer.
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LAND: BUILDING BLOCKS

Denham, Conditional Purchase

169. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) How many conditional purchase
residential lots were offered for sale on
Friday, 30 May last at Denham?

(2) How many lots were sold, and at what
price?

(3) As a Mr Powell trading as CGeraldton
Outdoor Living" was apparently one of
the successful purchasers, how could he
conform to the conditions of sale as he
already has another conditional
purchase lot from an earlier sale on
which he has built a house for letting
purposes?

(4) (a) Is it not a fact that at least five lots
were bought by builders for the
erection of speculation homes on
same;

(b) is this also not a breach of
..conditional purchase" rules?

(5) Is the Minister aware that there are
plenty of lots in the private " Hatch
Development" that could be used by
speculation builders, rather than making
available conditional purchase lots?

Mrs

(I)
(2)

CRAIG replied:
Nine lots were offered at public auction.

Nine.
Lot No.

183
184
186
187
188
197
199
201
202

Price Realised

4 200
5 100
4 400
5 200
4400
4 700
5 200
4 200
3 400

(3) There is no limitation on the number of
lots a person may purchase. However,
each lot is released subject to a condition
that a residence, in compliance with

building by-laws, must be completed
within a stipulated time and before a
Crown C rant is available.

(4) (a) No person purchased more than one
lot at the auction. Only one
purchaser gave his occupation as
builder.

(b) No.

(5) As stated, there is no prohibition on a
speculative builder bidding for and
purchasing a lot at public auction.

STATE FINANCE

Income Tax: State

170. Mr BRYCE, to the Treasurer:

(1) Has the Treasurer changed his mind
with regard to the need for and
desirability of a "State income tax",
following last week's Premiers
conference in Melbourne?

(2) Is the State Government still opposed to
the introduction of such a tax?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) and (2) The unanimous view of State
Premiers at the Melbourne conference
was that we do not favour the limited
option open to the States under Stage If
of the tax sharing arrangements which
allows only for the States to impose a
surcharge or grant a rebate on personal
income tax.

The present high rate of tax levied on
personal incomes and the growing
problem of tax evasion and avoidance
make it difficult for the States to
consider a surcharge on income tax as a
realistic option and it wvas the view of
Premiers that a wider range of tax
options needs to be open to the States
under Stage 11 of the arrangements.

This will be the subject of further
discussion by the Premiers on 1 2
September.
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OFF-SHORE SUBMERGED LANDS
Sovereignty

171. Mr BRYCE. to the Premier:
Will the Premier indicate to the House
whether there has been a satisfactory
settlement of the continuing debate
between the State and Commonwealth
Governments on the question of
sovereignty over off-shore submerged
lands, and if so, what the details of that
settlement are?

Si r C HAR LES COU RT replied:
The question of sovereignty over off-
shore submerged lands has bee n
satisfactorily resolved in what has come
to be referred to as the Off-shore
Constitutional Settlement between the
Commonwealth and the States including
the Northern Territory.
Agreements forming the settlement
have been reached at Premiers'
Conferences since 1977. Central to the
matter is the extension of State
legislative power to the outer edge of the
territorial sea and the vesting of title to
the seabed of the territorial sea in the
adjacent State.
The effect is simply that the territorial
sea can be treated as if it were within
State limits. For Western Australia with
our lengthy coastline and abundant off-
shore resources the settlement provides
greater benefit than in any other State.
Besides the return of the territorial sea
to the States the settlement includes
agreed arrangements for
Commonwealth and State responsibility
in the following matters-

Offshore Petroleum
Offshore mining of other minerals
Fisheries
Historic Shipwrecks
Marine Parks
Crimes at Sea
Shipping and Navigation
Ship-sourced Marine Pollution
Land-based Marine Pollution
Marine Pollution

Another key element in the settlement
has been agreement in principle on the
baseline of the Territorial Sea which will
provide the greatest territorial
advantage for Australia while remaining
consistent with International law and
practice.

Implementation of the Constitutional
Settlement is underway but it will be a
few years before it will be completed.
Members will recall that in 1979 this
Parliament passed two- bills as part of
the settlement-

Constitutional Powers (Coastal
Walts) Act: No. 95 of 1979
Crimes (Offences at Sea) Act: No.
96 of 1979

The Commonwealth passed 14 bills as
part of the settlement during May 1980.
The member from Ascot has asked for
details of the settlement. Because of the
complexity of the matters involved I
propose to table a packet of documents
published during May 1980 entitled
"Offshor Australia".
The packet contains a booklet entitled
"Off-shore Constitutional Settlement: A
Milestone in Co-operative Federalism"
which explains in some detail the various
aspects of the agreements forming the
settlement.
Another booklet in the packet entitled
"Off-shore Constitutional Settlement:
Selected Statements and Documents
1978-79" provides further background.
Members may wish to note the special
agreement relating to the establishment
of the Commonwealth- Western
Australian Off-shore Petroleum joint
authority which is set out at page 13 of
the booklet.
Two maps are also included in the
packet of materials--one depicts the
Continental Shelf around the Australian
mainland and the other depicts the 200
Nautical Mile Australian Fishing Zone.

The documents were tabled (see paper
No. 182).

GAMBLING
Casino: Establishment

172. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

(1) (a) Has the State Government received
a proposal for the establishment of
a casino complex in Western
Australia;

(b) if so, will he provide details for the
information of members of this
House?
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(2) What is the Government's policy in
respect of a casino complex for Western
Australia?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) (a) The Government has no current

proposals before it for the
establishment of a casino complex
in Western Australia.

(b) Answered by (a).

(2) Government policy not to introduce
casinos into Western Australia remai ns
unchanged.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN

Overseas Travel

173. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

(1) What has been the total cost, including
travel, accommodation, purchase of
gifts, printing and entertainment, of
overseas visits during each of the past
six years, by the Premier, his Ministers
and their accompanying staffs?

(2) In view of the Premier's repeated
references to severe budgeting problems,
is there to be any immediate cutback in
overseas travel by the Premier and his
Ministers?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) The information sought by the member
will, of necessity, require a considerable
amount of research and I am reluctant
to divert staff to undertake such
research. If, however, the member
has any reason to believe that travel of
an unauthorised and unnecessary nature
is being undertaken by Ministers of the
Government in the conduct of legitimate
government business, then I suggest he
let me have the grounds for his beliefs
and I shall have them investigated.

(2) It has always been my expressed view
that overseas travel be undertaken in a
responsible manner, and this policy will
continue.

I think it is fair to say that overseas
Ministerial visits by Western Australian
Ministers are undertaken with proper
control and sensible limitation of staff
members. In fact, from personal
observation, it would appear we keep
numbers and expenditure below that of
most States.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

Press Secretaries and Journalists

174. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

(1) Are press secretaries and journalists
employed by the State Government
required to work on a roster basis at
weekends and public holidays?

(2) Are press secretaries employed by the
State Government paid overtime for
working weekends and public holidays?

(3) If the answer to (2) is "Yes", what has
been the total amount of overtime paid
to all such press secretaries during each
of the past six years?

(4) Apart from press secretaries, what other
overtime payments or special payments
in lieu of overtime have been paid to
employees of the Premier's Department
in each of the past six years?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) Press secretaries attached to Ministers
are required to work on a roster basis at
weekends and public holidays. The
current requirement is for one press
secretary to be on duty to service all
Ministers and all media on such days.
Journalists employed by the State
Government in functions other than
press secretary are not rostered for duty
at weekends and public holidays.

(2) Ministerial press secretaries are
reimbursed either by overtime payments
or by time-off in lieu, for working
weekends and public holidays when
rostered to do so. Any such work done
by them outside the roster system is not
reimbursed.

(3) and (4) Part (3) of the question could be
answered only by examination of the
records in a number of departments.

Part (4) apparently seeks information
about all employees employed in the
Premier's Department over the past six
years, including individuals who have
since left the department, and including
employees from the lowest to the highest
levels at which payments related to
overtime are made.
Answers to parts (3) and (4) will require
information not readily available
without detailed research, and the time
of public servants who would be better
occupied in current and forward-looking
tasks.
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I shall arrange Car a preliminary study
to be made as to how practicable it is to
obtain the requested information and
will advise the member further.

In the meantime, I can give no
undertaking about whether, or when, the
information will be available.

EDUCATION: SCHOOL

Belmont

175. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Education:

What was the nature and cost of the
work done by the Education Department
at the Belmont primary school to reduce
the disruption covered by road noise?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

The verandah on the highway frontage
was enclosed with additional brick-work
and double-glazed highlight windows.'
An acoustic ceiling was also installed on
the verandah. The Principal's office was
double-glazed and fitted with an air-
cooling unit.

The estimated cost of the work was
$13 650.

EDUCATION: SCHOOLS
SCHOOLS

AND HIGH

Denial Examinations

176. Mir BRYCE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) What proportion of Western Australian
children in-

(a) primary schools:
(b) high schools:, and
(c) special schools,

respectively, received a dental
examination by the School Dental
Service in 1979?

(2) What are the estiniated proportions to
be examined in-

(a) 19890;
(b) 1981;
(c) 1982;
(d) 1983?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) (a) to (c) High schools are niot included

in the School Dental Services'
Programme. Statistics for special
schools are not separated out. During
1979, 57.4 per cent of all primary school
children received an examination by the
School Dental Services.

(2) (a) It is estimated that during 1980,
68.8 per cent of all primary school
children will be examined by the
School Dental Services:

(b) It is estimated that during 1981, 80
per cent of all primary school
children will be examined by the
School Dental Services. It is
expected that the coverage of the
State will be complete at that stage;

(c) and (d) For 1982 and 1983,
proportions are expected to increase
minimally as acceptance rates
slowly increase.

EDUCATION: SCHOOLS

Ascot Electorate

177. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister fot Education:

I) Which of the following primary schools
are to be the subject of a special
upgrading programme by the Education
Department:
(a) Ashfield:,
(b) Bayswater;
(c) Redcliffe;
(d) Belrray;
(e) Cloverdale;
(r) Belmont;
(g) Tranby;
(h) Rivervale;
(i) Carlisle?

(2) What are the details of the proposed
programme in each case?

(3) What is the estimated commencement
date for each of the programmes?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) (a) to (i) Redeliffe primary school,

Belmont primary school and Rivervale
primary school have been listed for
proposed upgrading work.

(2) The details of each upgrading
programme have not been finalised as
yet.

(3) Until such time as the Budget is
announced, it is not possible to indicate
definitely when the proposed upgrading
works will be commenced.
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EDUCATION: SCHOOLS

Redundancy

178, Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Education:

(I) How many primary schools have become
redundant in the Perth metropolitan
area since 1950?

(2) In respect of schools with seriously
declining enrolments, at what point are
the schools considered to be no longer
viable, in the metropolitan area?

Mr GRAYIDEN replied:

(1) Three-East Rockingham, East Perth
and Thomas Street.

(2) Closure of a school is negotiated
between the Education Department and
the parents concerned, and such factors
as alternatives available and future
numbers are taken into account.

TENDER BOARD OF
AUSTRALIA

WESTERN

Members and Contracts

179. Mr BRYCE, to the Treasurer.

(1) Who are the current members of the
Western Australian Government Tender
Board?

(2) What was the value of contracts let by
the Tender Board during each year since
1974?

Sir CH A RLES COU RT replied:

(1) Controller of Stores Chairman
Under Treasurer
Director of Engineering, Public Works
Department
Director of Health and Medical Services
Director-General of Education
Di rector, Department of Industrial
Development and Commerce
Conservator of Forests
Comptroller of Stores, Westrail
Chief Engineer. Metropolitan Water
Board
Under Secretary for Lands
Commissioner of Main Roads.

(2) This information is unavailable as no
figures are kept of specific or period
contracts negotiated on behalf of
departments and instrumentalities.

However, the value of purchases by the
Government Stores Department during
the period are:

1973-74 $52.4 million
1974-75 $75.0 million
1975-76 $88.4 million
1976-77 $100.2 million
1977-78 $109.3 million
1978-79 $124.7 million
1979-80 $137.5 million

WATER RESOURCES: UNDERGROUND

Bores: Private Domestic

180. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Water
Resources:

Is the State Government giving
consideration to introducing measures
for controlling, metering or taxing
private domestic bores in the Perth
metropolitian area?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
No. Licensing, however, continues to
apply in prescribed public water supply
areas without any metering or "taxing"
provisions.

TRANSPORT: AIR

Perth Airport: Development

181. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Transport:
What stage have discussions between the
State and Commonwealth Government
reached concerning the future
development of facilities at Perth
airport?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
The future development of Perth Airport
has been the subject of ongoing
discussion between the Western
Australian Government and the Federal
Government since the release in August
of last year of the report of the
Commonwealth/State committee
looking at Perth's airport requirements.
That discussion has taken place at
Premier/Prime Minister level, as well as
at Ministerial and officer level.
The Commonwealth has to date been
slow to acknowledge and act upon the
problems at Perth Airport, despite our
strongest representations. They have
claimed that this lack of progress has
been caused by the absence of a master
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plan. That document has been the
subject of constant delay. We are now
promised it by the end of this year.
However, the discussions held to date
have set some improvements in train.
Additionally, we are now optimistic that
significant Commonwealth expenditure
will be authorised in the forthcoming
Federal Budget.

POLICE

Massage Parlours
182. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Police and

Traffic:

(1) Does the Police Department record or
register-
(a) the number and details of massage

parlours in the Perth metropolitan
area;

(b) the number of women associated
with each massage parlour?

(2) If "Yes" to ()-
(a) how many massage parlours were

recorded or registered in Perth
Metropolitan area in-
(i) 1970;

(ii) 1975;
(iii) 1980;

(b) how many women were working
with such massage parlours in-
(i) 1970;

(ii) 1975;,
(iii) 1980?

Mr

(1)
(2)

HASSELL replied:
(a) and (b) No.
(a) and (b) Answered by (I).

The vice squad keeps some records of
suspected illegal activities.

TRANS PORT

Reports
183. Mr McJVER, to the Minister for

Transport:
Further to my question 7 of Tuesday, 5
August, how many reports have been
prepared for or on behalf of:
(a) Westrail;
(b) Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger

Transport Trust;

(c) Director General of Transport;
(d) Transport Commission;
(e) The State's Port Authorities;
(f) Taxi Control Board;
(g) WA Coastal Shipping Commission,

in the last ten years, excluding
annual reports?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(a) to (g) I thank the member for clarifying

his question. I will let him have the
information as soon as it has been
assembled, which will take some time.

WEST GERMAN TRADE MISSION
Report

184. Mr H-ARMAN, to the Honorary Minster
for Industrial Development and Commerce:

(1) Adverting to a visit to Western
Australia by a West German trade
mission in March 1979, has he received
a copy of a report prepared by that trade
mission?

(2) if so, will he table the report?
Mr MacICINNON replied:
(1) No report has been received.
(2) Answered by (1).

PORTS

Pilbara: Iron Ore
185. Mr HARMAN, to the Premier:

(1) What is the extent of "studies" to
increase the shipping capacity of Pilbara
iron ore ports?

(2) What are the terms of reference?
(3) Who is undertaking the "studies"?
(4) What is the approximate cost to the

Government?
Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (3) Recent sharp increases in the

price of oil have changed the
relationship between optimum ship size
and shipping distance. For the same
reason, the technology of ship propulsion
is also undergoing some important
changes.
This has resulted in the iron ore
producers in the Pilbara undertaking
investigations into the possibility of
upgrading ports to handle larger ships.
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At this stage, investigations are of a
preliminary nature .nd consist of
surveys and further assessment of sea
bottom conditions by the
companies-with the Government being
kept informed and ready to consult and
co-operate, as required.

(4) There has been no cost to the
Government.

PORTS

Cape Lambert, Dampier, and Port fled/and
186. Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for

Transport:

What is the maximum size iron ore bulk
carrier that is able, under current
conditions, to utilise the ports of-
(a) Cape Lambert;
(b) Dampier, and
(c) Port Hediand?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
The utilisation of berths at these ports is
dependent upon such factors as the draft
and/or length of the vessel and tidal
conditions.
(a) Cape Lambert No. I Berth:

Ships up to 150 000 dead weight
tonnes have used this berth.

No. 2 Berth:
Ships up to 265 000 dead weight
tonnes have used this berth.

(b) Dampier East Intercourse Island
Berth:

Ships up to 190 000 dead weight
tonnes will be accepted.

Parker Point Berth:
Ships up to 130 000 dead weight
tonnes will be accepted.

(c) Port Hedland Piers A & B (Mt.
Newman):

Ships up to 315-metres in length
will be accepted. The port will
shortly accept a vessel of 225 000
dead weight tonnes which is
within this length restriction.

Goldsworthy Pier:
Ships up to approximately 260
metres in length will be accepted.
Vessels up to about 130 000 dead
weight tonnes may fit within this
length restriction.

MINING: COAL
Fatal Accidents

I87, Mr T, H. JONES, to the Minister for
Mines:

Will he advise the dates and number of
fatal accidents which have occurred in
the coal mining industry?

Mr P. V. JONES replied;
Since 1930 the following figures apply-

1.10.31
16.10.33
17.5.35
4.9,35
30.1 2.38
12.9.39
6.2.40
17,6.40
26.11.40
17.4.4 1
18,4,41
27.1.42 (double fatality)
7. 10.43
12.7.44
11,6.45
20.8.46
10. 12.49
25.6.50
15.6.51
2.11.51
22. 1.52
1 0.4.52
2.5.53
7.7.53
23.2.55
8.2.56
22.6.59
2.1 2.59
15.8.60
9.9.61
2 1.10.69
19. 10.74.
Total fatalities-33.

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
M~uja Power Sta tion: Next Development Stage

188. Mr T. H-. JONES, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) Will he advise what size units are to be
installed at the Muja power house,
Collie, in the next development stage?

(2) What planning is under consideration
for the extension of the coal-fired power
system in Western Australia?
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(3) What is the locality and also the size of
the units?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Units 7 and S will be 200MW each.
(2) and (3) The Government is currently

considering a range of options for future
coalI fired generating capacity i n
Western Australia, but the locality and
the size of future developments have not
been determined.

MINING: COAL

Bunbury-Collie Pipeline

189. Mr T. H. JONES. to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(I) Has a firm decision been made to
construct the pipeline from the Collie
coalfield to Bunbury?

(2) If "Yes", will he advise-

(a) the reasons for constructing the
pipeline:

(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

the size of the pipeline;
if it is fact that coal will also be
transported in the pipeline from
Collie to Bunbury;
when is it envisaged that the
pipeline will be operational;
the capital cost of the pipeline?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) (a) A pipeline will be constructed by
the State Energy Commission for
the purpose of disposing of saline
water from the Muja power
complex into the ocean at Bunbury,
thus avoiding exacerbating the
water quality problems of
Wellington Dam.

(b) The size of the pipeline is still under
consideration.

(c) No, although the design of the
pipeline would enable its later
operation as a coal slurry pipeline if
required.

(d) The timing of construction of the
pipeline is currently under
consideration.

(e) Firm capital cost estimates are not
available, but (he pipeline will cost
of the order of $7.5 million.

HOSPITAL

Wan ncroo: Opening

190. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Will he advise me why the Opposition
were not invited to attend the opening of
the new $6.5 million Wanneroo public
hospital?

(2) Why was a copy of the interim report of
the Committee on the Monitoring of the
Advertising of Tobacco Products not
made available to the Opposition either
before or at least at the same time as it
was supplied to the media?

(3) Do the two incidents mentioned above
indicate that he has adopted a new
standard of courtesy in his dealings with
the Opposition?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) I cannot see how the member can
claim the Opposition was not invited.
Opposition members invited to the
opening were those who in Parliament
represent the general area. They
included Hon. Lyla Elliott, M.L.C., Hon
Joe Berinson, M.L.C.I Mr Brian Burke,
M.L.A., Mr Keith Wilson, M.L.A.. all
of whom apologised for being unable to
attend.

(2) The committee decided in the first
instance to particularly examine the
relationship of advertising to the
consumption of tobacco products.
As this was a question not directly
contained in the original terms of
reference and specifically suggested as
an area of the study by me, the
committee paid me the courtesy of
delivering an interim report on the
matter and I chose to make it public.
The member will recall that I
tabled the interim report immediately he
requested it.

(3) Not applicable.

HEALTH

Broomre Aboriginal Medical Service

191. Mr IHODGE, to the Minister for Health:

Has the Government received any
request for financial assistance
from the Broome Aboriginal
medical service?
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Mr YOUNG replied:
Yes, applications have also been made to
the Commonwealth Government. The
State has not supplied any funds
directly, but the service's doctor is paid
a salary for the work he does at the
Broome Hospital.

EDUCATION: SCHOOL CANTEENS

Food Quality
192. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) Why has it taken three months to form
the committee to conduct the top level
probe into the quality of food served in
school canteens?

(2) When does he anticipate that the
committee will actually begin work and
approximately how long does he expect
the inquiry to take?

M r G RAY DEN replied:
(I) I was not aware that there had been a

delay in forming the committee. As
Minister, 1 believe I had the right to
investigate aspects of school canteen
operation before I decided whether a
committee was necessary. 1 have now
decided to form such a committee and
invitations to participate have been
issued.

(2) The committee will meet as soon as
possible after responses to the invitations
have been received. I have no intention
of imposing a time limit on the
committee's deliberations but obviously
it will wish to complete its task as soon
as it is able.

HOSPITALS

Medical Records Systems:, Paper and Microfiche
193. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Which Government hospitals have a
paper medical record system?

(2) Which Government hospitals have a
medical record system that uses
microfiche?

(3) Which Government hospitals use a
combination of paper and microfiche for
keeping medical records'?

(4) Which Government hospitals have
installed updatable microfiche medical
record systems?

(5) How many of the Government hospitals
that have updatable microfiche medical
records systems actually successfully
utilised the "updatable" capability of
the system?

(6) How many Government hospitals have
purchased updatable microfiche medical
records systems from AB Dick (Aust.)
Ply. Ltd.?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) All Governement hospitals.
(2) Fremantle Hospital and Sir Charles

Gairdrier Hospital.
(3) Fremantle Hospital and Sir Charles

Gairdner Hospital.
(4) Fremantle Hospital

Gairdner Hospital.
(5) and (6) Two.

and Sir Charles

HEALTH: CHIROPRACTORS

Registration Board: Members

194. Mr HODGE to the Minister for Health:

Has the Government yet appointed
members to the Chiropractors
Registration Board to replace those
members whose terms expired on 20
July?

Mr YOUNG replied:

No, but it is expected the appointments
will be made shortly.

HOSPITAL

Wa nneroo.- Operating Tables

195. M r CRANE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is he aware of the deficiency at the
Wanneroo Hospital with regard to the
operating tables as pointed out to me at
the opening of the hospital by a senior
surgeon who claims the operating tables,
namely, Japanese KTK Omni are:

(a) too heavy:
(b) not a good design:
(c) do not do t he ir jo b properly;
(d) take a long time to position;
(e) are difficult to keep clean,
(F) not up to standard?
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(2) In view or the above, will he arrange for
their replacement with the Medical
Department-approved Denyer tables
immediately so as to allow them to be
operative by Monday, 18 August, when
the Wanneroo, Hospital is due to receive
patients?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) I am aware that some concern has been

expressed by various people who have
pointed out alleged deficiencies in the
operating tables installed at Wanneroo
Hospital. So far these must be called
alleged deficiencies as the tables have
not yet been used. The first patient is
being admitted to Wanneroo Hospital
on Monday I$ August.

(2) The Japanese tables do meet the
Department of Health and Medical
Services requirements and have certain
advantages over Denyer tables, namely
they are cheaper and the servicing
contract looks better. They have been
installed on a trial basis to assess their
suitability for future use in Government
hospitals. If they prove to be
unsatisfactory, they will be replaced.
There is no intention of replacing the
present tables before the opening date.
The department would appreciate
constructive comment from surgeons.

CONSERVATION AND
ENVIRONMENT

THE

South Coast Advisory Com mit tee

196. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) How many meetings of the south coast
advisory committee have been held since
its inception?

(2) Where was each of such meetings held
and on what date?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:
(1) Six (6).
(2) In Manjimup Shire Office 19 September

1977.
In Manjimup Shire Office 28 November
1977.
In Manjimup Shire Office I May 1978.
In Manjimup Shire Office 4 December
1978.

In Manjimup Shire Office 24 September
1979.
in Manjimup Shire Office 10 March
1980.

WATER RESOURCES

Catchment Area: Darling Range

197. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Forests:

(1) Further to comments made by His
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor
when opening Parliament, what research
is being carried out on the impact of
culling or eliminating various species or
densities of native flora in the Darling
Range catchment areas?

(2) What action has been taken to put into
practice vegetation reduction in the
Darling Range catchment areas, either
to increase run-off or for other
management purposes?

(3) What reduction methods are being
employed in vegetation reduction
activities and which agencies are
involved?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) It is assumed the member's ques-
tion refers to the research on the
impact on water supplies of culling or
eliminating various species or densities
of native flora in Darling Range
catchment areas.

The Forests Department has two large

scale field experiments intended to

provide such information. The first is

the Yarragil experiment which has now

been calibrated for five years. If
sufficient rainfall is received this year,
the first of the experimental treatments
will be applied in the coming summer.

The second experiment is located in the

Little and North Dandalup catchments

and is still being calibrated. It will be
some years before definitive results are

available from either experiment.
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(2) A number of operational trials have
taken place recently in the Jarrabdale
and Dwellingup Divisions under the
Forest Improvement and Rehabilitation
Scheme carried out by the Forests
Department and funded by Alcoa. These
trials have had the principal aims of
reducing the population of Banksia
Grandis in order to render the forest less
susceptible to dieback disease and of
concentrating growth of the forest on
the best trees. However, a subsidiary
benefit is expected to be increased water
yield. In addition, a considerable area of
regrowth jarrah forest was thinned,
mainly in the Dwellingup division,
between 1965 and 1972.

(3) The operational trials are being carried
out by the Forests Department. The
principal methods employed are
chainsaw felling and pushing with a
small bulldozer. One trial area used the
herbicides Tordon 105 and Tordon SOD
administered by stem injection-

LAND

Agricultural: Release

198. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) Further to comments on land made by
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor
when opening Parliament, what was the
nature of the Government's re-
examination of vacant Crown land for
possible farming?

(2) (a) Did a review of Government land
release policy involve solicitation of
public comment;

(b) if so, how was this arranged and
how many submissions were
received from the public?

(3) (a) In what districts of the State has
the Government decided that
vacant Crown land will be thrown
open for farming;

(b) do any of the above areas of vacant
Crown land involve areas subject to
recommendations made by the
Environmental Protection
Authority relating to conservation
reserves and endorsed by Cabinet in
1976, and if so, which areas?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) and (2) The review of land release policy
took into account the views expressed by
a committee of the Rural and Allied
Industries Council which invited public
submissions.

(3) (a) and (b) No decision has been made
as to the actual areas to be thrown
open for farming.

RAILWAYS

Westrail: Fixed Costs

199. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:

What precentage of Westrail's fixed
costs were paid for in 1978-79 by-
(a) grain freight;
(b) bulk freight, excluding grain;
(c) LCL freight;
(d) livestock freight;
(e) passengers on rail-suburban and

country;
(f) road services?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(a) to (f) Westrail advise me, as there are

relatively few fixed costs which are
attributable to particular commodities,
this information is not available.

ABATTOI R

Midland Junct ion: Maintenance

200. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

What was the total cost incurred by the
Government in the 1979-80 financial
year in maintaining Midland Junction
abattoir on its present basis?

Mr OLD replied:
The commission's 1979-80 balance
sheet, when audited, and annual report
will be tabled in due course as provided
by section 23 of the Abattoirs Act.

PASTORAL LEASES

Jennings Report

201. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Lands:
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(1) What funds have been budgeted for
during 1980/81 to accommodate some
of the Jennings report recommendations,
viz:
(a) $3 million for restructuring the

(b)
(c)

industry:
soil erosion:
compensation for lease resumption?

(2) (a) Has a committee been formed with
the objective of submitting
proposals for the amendment of the
Land Act:

(b) if so-
(i) when-,
(ii) who are the members;
(iii) has its proposals yet been

received;
(iv) will the Minister please

arrange for the proposals to be
tabled?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) (a) to (c) This question relates to the

1980/81 Budget provisions and the
information sought is therefore not yet
available.

(2) (a) and (b) The nature of the proposed
amending legislation does not require
the formation of a special committee.
However, those recommended
amendments to the Land Act which
have been accepted by the Government
have been extensively discussed with
industry representatives from the
Pastora lists and Graziers' Association.

LAND: NATIONAL PARK
South Coast: Areas Dedicated

202. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) (a) Have any areas of the proposed
south coast national park been
dedicated to this purpose in the past
12 months; and

(b) if so, which areas?
(2) (a) Does the Government intend to

include any further areas in the
proposed south coast national park;
and

(b) if so, which areas; and
(c) when will they be gazetted?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) (a) No.

(b) See I1(a).

(2) (a) Not at this time.

(b) and (c) See 2(a).

BUILDING INDUSTRY

Builders' Registration Act:- Area of Jurisdiction

203. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

Further to my recent representations to
him concerning the need to extend the
area to which the Builders' Registration
Act applies, and his response that it is
not considered feasible or desirable to do
so, will he explain why it is not
considered feasible or desirable to
extend the area to which the Act
applies?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

It is not desirable to eliminate the
smaller building operator in country
areas who is performing satisfactory
service and provides competition for jobs
in those areas or carries out work in
locations where it may be difficult to
interest a registered builder.

It is also impracticable, both physically
and financially, for the Builders
Registration Board to provide an
inspection service throughout the State.
The operations of the board are
financed from registration fees of those
registered.

The Bureau of Consumer Affairs is
dealing satisfactorily, in the main, with
complaints lodged in building matters by
consumers.

TOWN PLANNING: MRPA

Triumph Spoits Owners A ssociatlion Motorkhana:
Koondoola

204. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:
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(1) With respect to the decision by the
Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority to approve the request from
the Triumph Sports Owners Association
of Western Australia to use a portion of
lot 85 Alexander Drive, Koondoola for a
Imotorkhana" event on 31 August,' what

consideration was given to nearby
residents who already suffer from
aggravated noise nuisance due to the
illegal operations of trail bike riders in
the vicinity?

(2) In view of the increased encouragement
that approval for this event is likely to
give to further such illegal activities in
the vicinity, is the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority prepared to
reconsider its decision on this request in
the interests of nearby residents?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) No approval has been given by the

Metropolitan
Authority. It is
former owner,
Commission, has
that it no longer
commission will
Sports Owners'

Region Planning
understood that the
the State Housing
done so, overlooking
owns the land. The
advise the Triumph
Association that the

authority's consent will be required.
(2) The authority will give p(oper

consideration to all aspects if and when
an application is received for use of the
land.

TIMBER

Saw Log, Wood Chipping, and Paper Pulp
Industries

205. Mr GREWAR, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Forests:

(1) How many cubic metres of timber would
be required to establish a viable-
(a) saw log industry:
(b) wood chip industry;
(c) paper pulp industry?

(2) What area of-

(a) pinus pinaster;
(b) suitable eucalypt species under-

(i) best growth conditions:
(ii) moderate growth conditions;
(iii) average growth conditions.

would be required to support a saw log.
wood chip or paper pulp industry?

(3) How much less productive is an agro
forestry system than a pure plantation
system using either pinus pinaster or
suitable eucalypts?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) to (3) It is not possible to provide

specific answers to these questions.

Any answers will depend on the type of
resource, the technology to be adopted
and the availability and location of
markets for the output.

Officers of the Forests Department can
offer opinions on the various topics
referred to and will be pleased to have
discussions with the member.

FERTiLISER

Phosphate Rock

206. Mr GREWAR, to the
Agriculture:

Minister for

(1) What is the landed price (Fremantle) of
rock phosphate from Christmas Island?

(2) What would be the landed cost of rock
phosphate from other supply sources,
e.g., Morocco, USA, etc?

(3) Would he give a brief interpretation of
results of experiments utilising
Christmas Island, C and D grade rock
material as a source of phosphate for
pastures and crops?

(4) Would there be any cost savings using
pyrites as a source of sulphur as
compared to utilising imported sulphur
for the production of sulphuric acid for
the manufacture of superphosphate?

Mr OLD replied:

(1), (2), and (4) This information is not
available to my department.

(3) The availability of phosphorus in C and
O grade Christmas Island rock is very
low. The material is relatively ineffective
compared with superphosphate and is
only marginally improved by calcining.

The material is more effective on small
areas of highly acid peaty sands near the
south coast than on the majority of
agricultural soils.
On present knowledge, the price of
superphosphate would need to increase
substantially to make the general
application of these materials
worth while.
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HOSPITAL

Port Hediand: Speech Therapist
207. Mr SODEMAN, to the Minister far

Health:

(1) When was the position for a full-time
speech therapist to be employed at the
Port Hedland regional hospital created?

(2) What action has been taken to secure a
person with the necessary qualifications
to fill the position?

(3) As the position remains unfilled, what
further action is proposed?

(4) What is the current and projected future
availability of speech therapists to meet
the needs of the State?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) 7-5-79.
(2) The vacancy has been advertised

regularly interstate and intrastate.
(3) One application was received on 8-8-80.

and is now being considered.
(4) The numbers of speech therapy

students expected to graduate from
WA Institute of Technology over the
next few years are:

1980 17
1981 is
1982 21
1983 22

HEALTH: DENTAL

Orthodontist: North-west

208. Mr SODEMAN, to the Minister for
Health:

Futher to his announcement on 12
February 1980 that it was planned to set
aside $1 10,000 in this year's Budget to
provide a Pilbara based orthodontist to
service Pilbara, Gascoyne and
Kimberley, and in view of the shortage
of adequately qualified orthodontists in
Western Australia, what steps are
proposed to fill the position and provide
the service at the earliest possible date?

Mr YOUNG replied;

The position will be advertised and
filled, if possible, when funds are made
available.

HOSPITAL: ROYAL PERTH

Extensions

209. Mr TONKIN, to the Premier:

(1) Further to comments on health services
made by His Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor when opening Parliament,
when did construction commence on the
Royal Perth Hospital extensions on the
north side of Wellington Street?

(2) Further to (1) above, what was the
anticipated construction time to when
the building was to be opened for use?

(3) What percentage of the project has been
completed so far?

(4) What is the anticipated completion date
now?

(5) When was major construction work last
carried out on the site?

(6) (a) What are the causes for delay in
this project;

(b) what is the present situation; and
(c) when is the project likely to be

completed?
(7) (a) Further to (1) above, what was the

estimated cost to complete the
project;

(b) what is the estimated cost now to
complete the project?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(I)
(2)

(3)

22 January 1976.
This was not determined at the time, but
would be dependent on the continued
availability of funds so as to complete
the building progressively.
Approximately 8 per cent.

(4) Unknown--dependent on the
availability of funds.

(5) The structural frame was completed on
29 February 1980.

(6) (a) Non-availability of funds;
replanning due to technological
changes and changes in the
demography of Perth.

(b) Awaiting allocation of funds to
proceed and completion of redesign.

(c) See (4).
(7) (a) $53 170000.

(b) $68650000.
Both Figures exclude the provision
of a "telelift", fees, and furniture.
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ROAD FUNDS

National Highways and Contract Works

210. Mr TONKIN, to the Premier:

(1) Further to comments on transport made
by His Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor when opening Parliament, is it
a fact that the Fraser Government, when
issuing funds to the States for works on
national highways, specifically requested
that much of the work he done by
private enterprise under contract to
State road authorities?

(2) (a) What total
allocated for
Main Roads
1980/81;

funds have been
expenditure by the

Department for

(b) how much of this is for national
highways for-

(i) construction;
(ii) maintenance?

(c) what proportion of the funds at (b)
above are likely to be used to pay
for contract works?

(3) (a) What total funds were spent by the
Main Roads Department during
1980/8 1;

(b) how much of this was spent on
national highways for-
(i) construction;

(ii) maintenance;

(c) what proportion of the funds at (b)
above were used to pay for contract
works?

(d) what was the total payment made
by the Main Roads Department
during 1979/80 for all works
contracts?

(4) What are the implications of the
Commonwealth Government's request
that more road works be done by private
enterprise on the department's
construction workforce, and dist rict
centres such as Derby?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Yes. The Commonwealth Government

has indicated that it would be seeking to
ensure that maximum use is made of
private contractors in the construction of
national roads.

(2) (a) $150070000;

(b) (i) S21 627 000;
(ii) $5 161100;

(3)

(c) About 40 for major contract works.
Contracts for supply of materials,
hire of plant, etc. are excluded.

(a) $152 391 927;
(b) (i) $19 288 495;

(ii) $6091 793.
(c) About 15 per cent for payments on

major contracts. Contract payments
for supply of materials and hire of
plant, etc., are excluded.

(d) $24 000 000 for all major and
minor works contracts. Contract
payments for supply of materials
and hire of plant, etc. are excluded.

(4) This is, as yet, uncertain, and will
depend on discussions to be held at
ministerial and officer level.

BRIDGE

Harding River, Rocbourne
211. Mr TONKIN to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Further to comments on transport made
by His Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor when opening Parliament,
when did work commence on
constructing a new major concrete
bridge on the Harding River at
Roebourne?

(2) When did work cease, and for what
reasons?

(3) At the lime work commenced, what was
the estimated cost to complete the
project?

(4) What is the present situation, and when
is the project now likely to be
completed?

(5) What is the estimated cost now to
complete the project?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) October 1973.
(2) Work ceased in June 1974. The project

had been designed on the basis of advice
given to the Main Roads Department
that the Aboriginal reserve downstream
of the bridge was to be abandoned. This
did not take place as expected and it was
decided not to proceed with completion
of the project at that time.

(3) $840000.
(4) There are no plans to proceed with this

project in the near future.
(5) No current estimate is available.
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CONSERVATION AND
ENVIRONMENT

THE

South Coast National Park: Recommnendation

212. Mr BA R NETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Is it a fact that the Environmental
Protection Authority forwarded a
recommendation four years ago to
gazette the south coast national park?

(2) Was this recommendation approved by
Cabinet?

(3) Why has the park not been gazetted
after all this time?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.

(3) Declaration of the national park awaits
precise definition of the boundaries and
resolution of land use conflicts within
those boundaries. These issues are slow
to resolve, but discussions are
proceeding satisfactorily.

HMAS "STIRLING"

Submarine USS "Swordfish"

214. Mr BARNETT, to the Deputy Premier:
(1) Is it a fact that the Port of Fremantle

was not closed when the USS Swordfish
left Garden Island?

(2) Is it a fact that the USS Swordfish is a
nuclear powered submarine?

(3) Is it a fact that the public works barge
travelling to Rottnest was forced to
change course very swiftly to avert a
collision with the USS Swordfish, and
even so was hit by the bow wave of the
USS Swordfish?

(4) What contingency plans exist for such a
collision?

M r O'CON NOR replied:
(1) to (4) I am informed that, with the

possible exception of a visit during
World War 11, the USS Sword fish has
not visited Fremantle.

STATE FORESTS

Karri: Area

215. Mr BARNETT', to

EXPLOSIVES
Warnbro Area

213. Mr BARNETT, to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Would he please advise how many high
explosive devices have been found in the
Warnbro region since formal clearing
began?

(2) What were the high explosives found in
each case and where was the precise
location?

(3) Are plans being made to check housing
blocks already subdivided in the area?

M r

(1)
O'CONNOR replied:
To the close of operations on Tuesday,
12 August 1980, 52 explosive devices
have been found.

(2) A map is being Prepared which I will
table as soon as it is available.

(3) Clearance of housing areas contained
within the primary impact area will be
given further consideration at a later
stage of the project.

the Minister
representing the Minister for Forests:

(1) What is the total area of-

(a) pure karri forest;
(b) mixed Icarri forest,

in Western Australia?
(2) What is the total area of-

(a) pure karri forest:
(b) mixed karri forest,

within State forests (including vacant
Crown lands)?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) (a) and (b) This question cannot be

answered specifically because the rate of
clearing of karri forest types on private
property is variable and unknown.

(2) The approximate area of karri forest
(pure and mixed) remaining on land
under Government control (includes
State forest, timber reserves, national
parks, and other Crown land) is 156 000
hectares.
(a) and (b) The area of pure karri and

mixed karri forest depends on the
precise definition used to separate
these forest types and so only the
total figure can be given.
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TIMBER

Karri. Jarrab. and I'varri: Royalty

216. M r BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Forests:

What is the current royalty rate for-

(a) karri saw logs;
(b) jarrah saw logs;
(c) marri saw logs?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(a) The royalty rate for karri varies with

locality and ranges from-$7.l 5/rn3 to
$8.35/rn3 .

(b) The royalty rate for jarrab varies with
locality and ranges from-$6.78/m 3 to
$11.42/rm3 .

(c) The royalty rate for marri is-$5.33/m'.
All rates refer to sawlogs supplied under
Forests Department permit or license.

FORESTS: FORESTS DEPARTMENT

Revenue and Expenditure

217. Mr BARNETT to the Minister
representing the Minister for Forests:

(1) What was the total revenue of the
Forests Department in the financial year
1979-80 derived from-
(a) all saw log royalties;
(b) all woodchipping royalties;
(c) all other sources?

(2) What was the Forests Department's
total expenditure for 1979-80?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) (a) $5 870 795;

(b) $324 956;
(c) $6 012 170.

(2) $22 394 966.

FRUIT

Fruit-fly Baiting Scheme: Boyanup- Donnybrook
Area

218. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Has a poll of fruit growvers been recently
conducted in the Donnybrook-Boyanup
areas to determine the future of the
districts fruit-fly baiting scheme?

(2) When was the poll conducted?
(3) How many orchardists and/or fruit

growers applied to be registered?
(4) How many votes were cast in the poll?
(5) When will the result of the poll be

announced?
(6 ) Why has the determination of this poll

taken so long?
Mr OLD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 31 July 1980.
(3) The number of registered orchardists

and/or fruit growers is 261.
(4) 165 votes were admitted to scrutiny.
(5) and (6) Crown Law advice had to be

sought on the disposition of informal
voles. This advice is now available and
the result will be published in the first
available Government Gazette.

ROADS

Beach Road-Mirrabooka Avenue intersection

219. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Has the Main Roads Department given
approval to the joint funding proposal
for road works necessary to complete the
Beach Road/Mirrabooka Avenue
intersection submitted by the City of
Stirling?

(2) When will the Main Roads
Department's contribution to this joint
funding be made available?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1)
(2)

Yes.
In the normal course after an account
has been received from council.

PRISONS

Death Row Prisoners

220. Mr BERTRAM, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) How many persons are currently in what
is described as "Death row"?

(2) What are the names of those persons
and in each case-
(a) when were they placed in "death

row";
(b) how much longer may they expect

to remain in -death row"?
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Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) In "death row" there are presently 3

prisoners.
(2) Donald Edwin PAR RE

Brian William EDWARDS
Peter John MA LONEY

(a) PARRE sentenced to death 27-3-80
and placed in "death row" 28-3-80,

Appealed against sentence and
removed from "death row" 2 1-4-80.

Appeal refused and returned to
"death row" 26-5-80.

EDWARDS sentenced to death
and placed in "death row" 14-4-80.
No appeal lodged.

MALONEY sentenced to death
and placed in "death rOW"
17.6.80. No appeal lodged.

(b) The matter will in due course be
considered by Cabinet and
recommendations will be submitted
to the Governor in Executive
Council as to 'the future of each
man. The regulations relating to the
holding of condemned prisoners are
under review.

HEALTH

[acrile

221. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is there a substance named Laetriie
which is being claimed as a cure or
palliative of cancer?

(21 Is there any real evidence to Support this
claim?

(3) (a) If "Yes", will he supply it;
(b) if "No", who in Western Australia

is selling Laetrile as a cancer
treatment?

(4) What supplies are there in Western
Australia, and at what price is Lacarile
being sold?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) No.

(3) (a) Not applicable.
(b) It is understood to be Metabolics

Australia.

(4) 1 do not know what supplies are in
Western Australia. The selling price is
quoted at $595 for 80 ampoules and $15
for 100 tablets. A treatment kit is said
to be 80 ampoules plus 600 tablets.

The member may be interested in a
newspaper report on a coroner's inquest
in the Eastern States where the death of
a man suffering from cancer was alleged
to be due to lactrile injections.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
NOONKANBAH STATION

Sacred Sites: Aboriginal Lands Trust

53. MrT CLARKO, to the Minister for
Community Welfare:

Is it correct that at a meeting of the
Aboriginal Lands Trust held at Broome
between 4 July and 6 July a resolution
was adopted expressing grave doubt
regarding the validity and authenticity
of claims by the Yungngora community
on lore matters concerning the excision
of land at Noonkanbah?

Mr HASSELL replied:

I thank the member for some notice of
the question. There was a meeting of the
Aboriginal Lands Trust between 4 July
and 6 July at Broome and the following
is an extract of the minutes of that
meeting-

6.3-3
Lo re

Noonkanbah-Aboriginal

The Trust discussed the
Noonkanbah situation at length
particularly those matters
relating to Aboriginal Lore.
Opinions were expressed that the
Lore appeared to vary at
Noonkanbah from Traditional
patterns.
RESOLUTION 46/80
Moved Mr McMahon seconded
MrT Dean that the Hon. Minister
be informed that senior Lore men
in the Noonkanbah area
expressed grave doubts regarding
the validity and authenticity of
claims by the Yungngora
Community on Lore matters
concerning the excision of Land
at Noonkanbah.
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EDIBLE OILS

Bunbury Refinery: Siting

54. Mr SIBSON, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

(1) Did the Honorary Minister see the
article in the Daily News of 6 August in
regard to Bunbury Foods Pty. Ltd.
edible oils?

(2) Does the Honorary Minister consider
that the Bunbury Foods Pty. Ltd. edible
oils factory is situated in the wrong
position as asserted in the article?

(3) If not, what were the major reasons for
establishing the factory in Bunbury?

(4) What is the exact extent of the
Government's involvement in the
project'?

Mr MacKINNON replied:

I thank the member for some notice of the
question. The reply is as follows-

(I) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) Bunbury was considered by the company

to have many advantages including port
facilities, labour availability, and
strategic location to retail markets, and
potential agricultural production.

(4) On 20 December 1977 Cabinet
approved the issue of a Government
guarantee under the Industry
(Advances) Act to support borrowings
of $2 118 000 by Bunbury Foods Pty.
Ltd. from the Superannuation Board of
WA for the development of an edible oil
refinery at Bunbury.
The assistance was for purchase of plant
and machinery which was estimated to
cost $3 1 37 000 and the refinery project
was estimated to cost $4.3 million
including working capital.
On 20 November 1978 the company
submitted a proposal to the Government
regarding establishment of a solvent
extraction plant to complement the oil
refinery.
On 22 June 1979 the Acting Treasurer
subsequently approved the increased
Government guaranteed assistance to
$4.4 million. The additional assistance
was for acquisition of plant and
machinery for establishment of the
solvent extraction plant.

Due to inflation and amendments to the
refinery and the proposed solvent
extraction plant, the total cost for the
two projects is now increased to in
excess of $17.3 million.
Funds from the initial Government
guarantee of $2 118 000 have been fully
released.
As regards the second guarantee of
$2 282000 to the Chase-NBA Group
Limited, funds released to the company
to date totalled $1 200 000.
As regards the refinery, construction
was completed and it became
operational in December 1979 when.
trial production commenced.

HOSPITAL

Busseltan

55. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Health:

Since previously raising with him the
question oF elderly patients at the
Busselton Hospital permanent-care
centre being put to bed as early as 2.30
p.m., has the Minister been able to
investigate the matter with a view to
ensuring the practice ceases?

Mr YOUNG replied:

After investigating this matter, I was
not at all pleased with the situation,
which I found to be as the member
indicated. It was revealed that the
morning shift, regarded as the heaviest
in the hospital, had four staff on at one
time, whilst the other shifts had two,
according to staff ratios. Unfortunately,
there were not enough people to lift the
patients at the appropriate times of the
day and several staff had injured their
backs, so this rather unfortunate
arrangement of putting the patients to
bed early had to be made.
I have approved the appointment of
another person to help relieve the
situation during the appropriate shift so
that patients can be put to bed at the
normal times. The organisation and
methods staff will be making
investigations in the hope of alleviating
this problem permanently.

(13)
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NOONKANBAH STATION

Ministers of Religion

56. Mr PEARCE, to the Premier:

Does he regard the ministers of the
Roman Catholic and the Uniting
Churches who have been at
Noonkanbab Station since Monday to
be white stirrers who are manipulating
the Noonkanbah community?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

If my understanding is correct, these
gentlemen who undertook this excursion
to the north in connection with the
Noonkanbah matter are subject to
charges which have been laid against
them.

Mr Pearce: I have not asked about the
charges,

Sir CHARLES COURT: Therefore, to the
best of my knowledge, this matter is
before the court and I shall treat it as
sub judice, just as I hope the member
would.

NOONKANBAH STATION

Question without Notice: Sub Judice Rule

57. Mr PEARCE, to the Speaker:

I seek your ruling, Mr Speaker. Last
year the Depty Premier declined to give
an answer because he thought a
particular matter was not in accordance
with Standing Orders. My
understanding is that the Premier has
now done the same thing. Essentially, he
has ruled my question out of order and
said the matter is sub judice. To me,
that seems to be your prerogative. Mr
Speaker, are you ruling my question out
of order on the grounds that it is sub
judice?

The SPEAKER replied:

I am not in a position to determine
whether or not the subject matter of the
member's question is sub judicc. When
answering a question, it is a Minister's
prerogative to answer in any way he
wishes. I have no power under the
Standing Orders to direct any Minister
to answer in a particular way.

NOONKANBAH STATION

Ministerial Press Secretary

58. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Resources
Development:

(1) Why is one of the Government's
ministerial Press secretaries (Mr Hugh
Ryan) at Noonkanbah Station?

(2) On whose instructions was he sent
there?

(3) What was the purpose of his previous
visit to the station several weeks ago and
on whose authority did he go to the
station on that occasion?

(4) Since he is not assisting media
representatives at the station to carry
out their jobs, is not his presence there
inconsistent with the duties of Press
secretaries to assist with the flow of
information to the public and the
media?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) to (4) 1 indicated some 10 days ago in
answer to a question from the media,
Mr Ryan went to Noonkanbah and the
Kimberley in response to information
received to the effect that there would
be considerable media attention directed
at Noonkanbah at that time. HeI was of
considerable assistance in co-ordinating
media activity and providing
information to the media and when his
services were no longer required he
returned to Perth. That is exactly what
is happening on this occasion.

NOONKANBAH STATION

Ministers of Religion

59. Mr PEARCE, to the Premier:

To help the Premier to deal with his sub
judice difficulties I ask him: Does he
believe that four of the Roman Catholic
and Uniting Church ministers who have
been at Noonkanbah since Monday are
white stirrers and are manipulating the
Noonkanbah people? I am referring to
the Reverend Don McCaskill of the
Uniting Church, Subiaco; the Reverend
Bernard Clarke, Assistant General
Secretary for the Commission for World
Missions; The Reverend Martin
Chittleborough, of the Australian
Council of Churches, Sydney, and
Pastor C. Harris, an Aboriginal minister
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of the Uniting Church in Brisbane.
Those four have been dealt with by the
courts and there are no charges pending
against them. Therefore the matter in
regard to them is not sub judice.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
In answer to the member for Gosnells I
wish to state that I have no intention at
this stage of making any comment in
answer to his question. The whole
matter of Noonkanbah is at a very
delicate stage and if the honourable
member-

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: -had any

sensitivity about the matter or any
genuine desire to see the Noonkanbah
situation resolved, he would not ask such
a question.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I have said

previously, and I warn members again,
that they must not interject while a
Minister is on his feet answering a
question. If I am to incur the wrath of
the member for Canning, so be it.

PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT

Public Relations Director

60. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(I) Is he aware that at his initial meeting
with Government Press secretaries on
Monday afternoon, the Government's
new propaganda supremo, John Leggoe,
informed the Press secretaries that their
primary function was to keep the Court
Government in power?

(2) Is this comment a fair reflection of the
Government's views on the role of its
ministerial Press secretaries?

(3) If it is not, will he advise Mr Leggoe
accordingly and tell him to withdraw his
comments to the Press secretaries?

Si r CH A RLES COU RT replied:
(1) to (3) 1 have not the faintest idea what

Mr Leggoe said at his Press conference
or his meeting with the Press secretaries

on Monday. I will certainly ask the
purport of his remarks and make my
own judgment when I receive the correct
information on those remarks.

ABORIGINES

Milliya Rum urra Rehabilitation Group

6). Mr SHALDERS, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) Is it correct that in the last few days. a
truck owned by the Milliya Rumurra
alcoholics rehabilitation group at
Broome has been used to Ferry
Aboriginal people from Broome to
demonstrations against the Noonkanbab
convoy at the junction of North West
Coastal Highway and the road to
Broome?

(2) Is it also correct that the truck in
question was provided to the alcoholic
rehabilitation group by the Lotteries
Commission?

(3) If so, was it intended that the truck be
used (or the purpose of carrying
Aborigines to political demonstrations?

(4) Will use of the truck for that purpose
assist in the rehabilitation of Aboriginal
people unfortunately a ffected by
alcohol?

Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) It is my understanding that the vehicle

owned by the group referred to was used
to ferry Aboriginal people to
demonstrations against the Noonkanbah
convoy.

(2) In 1978 the Lotteries Commission
provided $8 000 to the Milliya Rumurra
group to purchase a Toyota Hiace for
the use of the alcoholic rehabilitation
group.

(3) No, it was never intended that the
vehicle be used for political
demonstration. Its purpose was to assist
in the transport of Aborigines from
Broome to Morels Park in Broome in
connection with their work.

(4) It is very unlikely that political
demonstrations will assist in the
rehabilitation of Aborigines affected by
alcohol. The Government is, of course,
concerned to know that the truck
provided to the alcoholic rehabilitation
group has been used in this way.

Mr Pearce: What is the basis of your
understanding?
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COUNTRY WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION
Nuclear Power Station: Opposition

62. Mr CARR, to the Premier:
(1) Does the Premier recall the opening of

the CWA State Conference in
Geraldton last week at which he spoke
highly of the constructive and
responsible attitude of that
organisation?

(2) Is he aware that the CWA State
Conference carried a resolution opposing
the establishment of a nuclear power
station in Western Australia until
problems associated with the disposal of
nuclear waste have been overcome?

(3) Will the Premier now concede that
people who oppose a nuclear power
station for Western Australia are not all
irresponsible, destructive left wing
extremists and will he now concede the
point that it is possible [or constructive,
responsible and loyal West Australians
simply to disagree with him on this
issue?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

1I) to (3) 1 am surprised that the member
for Gcraldton should wish to drag the
CWA into this place.

Several members interjected.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The CWA is a

very responsible organisation and one of
the best in this State.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: Unlike other
organisations which state "nuclear free
zones", "no nuclear plants", and "solar
not nuclear", the CWA has not said
anything like that at all. In a responsible
way the CWA said it would not support
the nuclear plan until certain safeguards
have been established.

Several members interjected.
Mr Bryce: That is the Labor Party's policy.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Very interesting!
At last we have found out the Labor
Party is not opposed to nuclear energy.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is very
interesting to have that admission from
the Labor Party. Of course it was the
present Leader of the Opposition-when
a Minister-who gave the all-clear for
the establishment of a nuclear power
station not far from the metropolitan
area. But that, of course, is another
story.
As far as 1 am concerned, I have said
time and time again that there are many
people in the environmental movement
and in the nuclear opposition movement
who are genuine in their beliefs, and I
respect them when they state their views
responsibly and in a way which is
constructive.
The CWA has expressed its views in a
way which I respect. It is a responsible
way in which to declare a policy. I must
say it has been very enlightening to
know that we can now proceed with
plans for a nuclear plant knowing the
Labor Party will support it With
adequate safeguard.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

EDIBLE OILS
Runbury Refinery: Government Guarantee

63. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

My question arises from the answer the
Minister gave to the member for
Bunbury. My question is as follows-
(1) Did the Government carry out a

feasibility study on the viability of
Bunbury Foods Pty. Ltd. to make a
commitment For assistance to that
firm?

(2) If "*Yes", who carried out the study
and what were the conclusions of

such a study?
Mr MacKINNON replied:

(i) and (2) 1 refer the honourable
member to previous questions on
the notice paper which have
answered that particular question.
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